


3.6 TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

OVERVIEW

This chapter addresses movement of people within, to, from and through the corridor. It
overlaps with recreation, in that the same infrastructure (roads, trails, sidewalks) can be used for
both. Transportation usually refers to trips to and from destinations. Circulation refers to
routine short trips within a destination. Transportation and circulation are also multimodal,
including cars, trucks, bicycles, pedestrian, and special uses such as snowmobile and
equestrians. Waterborne transportation is limited by the navigability of the waterway. Honeoye
Creek is not considered navigable, but can still provide linkages for non-motorized, and car-
topable boats between other waterways, and for day use recreation, and as such would qualify as
a blueway within the greenway.

Roads are classified by their function. Usually the federal government funds and maintains the
interstate system of primary arterials that connect states, states own and maintain arterials that
connect cities within the state that are not on the interstate system, counties maintain collectors
which link population centers to a central core or link population centers to one another, and
municipalities own and maintain local streets serving neighborhoods.

As described in the linkages section of Chapter 2, the project area has excellent access to the
interstate highway system and NY State roads. NY State roads connect to both the Hamlet of
Rush and the Village of Honeoye falls, and NY State, Monroe County, and local roads cross the
corridor and provide access to parks and historic sites. On-street bicycle trails and multiuse
trails link communities and major trail systems that connect this region to other regions.

The continued viability of the communities within the corridor, the predicted increase in

recreation and tourism, and the quality of life for residents and visitors each depend on the
maintenance and/or enhancement of the transportation and circulation systems.
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES

» Gaps in Sidewalks within Hamlets.

= Access to the creek for use of human
powered watercraft such as canoes and
kayaks is limited by in-accessible launch
areas as well as the dramatic differences

in the flow levels of the creek throughout

the year.

= The existing network of trails is not
contiguous throughout the greenway.

= There are no State Bike Routes in the
vicinity of the study area.

= Public viewing vista sites from roadways
are limited and lack save off-road
stopping areas.

= Directional signage to points of interest
is limited.

= Many road crossings do not have
adequate safety signage.

= Speed limits and caution signs on state
roads are ineffective in slowing traffic
through the Hamlet / Village and in the
vicinity of trail crossings.

OPPORTUNITIES

Excellent access to and from regional
transportation system.

The interconnecting system of
transportation corridors provides direct
linkages to a wide variety of tourist
destinations within a 30 minute driving
distance from the study corridor.

0 Direct link from/to Henrietta via
Lehigh Valley North Branch Trail.

0 Direct link by way of the Lehigh
Valley Trail to Genesee Valley
Greenway.

0 Direct link to/from Erie Canalway
National Heritage Corridor connected :
by way of the Genesee Valley
Greenway and Genesee River.

o0 Direct link to Genesee River near
Golah Road, Town of Rush.

Rush-Lima Road (State Route 15A) Rush
Road to Plains Road has been classified
as a potential “mid -term” project for
applying on-street bicycle
accommodations in the On-Street
Bicycle Facilities Opportunities
Assessment report (GTC).

Lehigh Valley Railroad Right-of-Way
Livingston County Connection from
Honeoye Falls to Lima and beyond

identified as long term project in
Regional Trail Plan (GTC).

Dedicated funding for expansion of
multi-use trail system.

Energy crisis and high fuel costs
increasing usage and demand for non-
auto transportaion alternatives.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for motorized and non-
motorized users.

Increase accessibility and mobility options for all transportation routes.

Provide reasonable travel alternatives to all persons in the area regardless of age, income and
physical or mental ability.

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and between
destinations.

Use the existing street/sidewalk system as an extension of the trail system to connect its
various arteries and provide access to parks and open spaces.

Link the greenway to neighborhoods via a network of local spur trails and sidewalks.
Increase the number and quality of trail interconnections.

Link the trails within the greenway to other multi-modal transportation systems within the
County and the Region, to nearby public parks, and to popular visitor destinations.

Use these connections/linkages to achieve Critical mass, the number of users and frequency
of use sufficient to stimulate positive results.

New accesses to and connections between destinations shall avoid locations where natural
areas would be disturbed or where the character of neighborhoods would be altered.

Identifying methods to bridge the gaps in the trail system and potentially creating access to
both sides of the creek would serve to improve the use of the greenway corridor for
numerous recreational and environmental purposes.

Transportation planning and project decisions should support and reinforce local land-use
development objectives and broader community priorities and goals.

Transportation planning and decision-making should address issues at a corridor level,
recognizing both the multi-jurisdictional nature of travel and the link between
transportation and other policies and investments.

Transportation planning and decision-making processes should be multi-jurisdictional,
coordinated and cooperative among local, county, state and federal governments and private
interests.

Develop and maintain a diversified transportation system that includes public transit and
pedestrian and bicycle trails.

Promote designs and plans that minimize lifetime maintenance and user cost.

Optimize the use of existing infrastructure.
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RECOMMENDED POLICIES

1. Seek delineation of bike lanes on state and county roads to promote safety for bicyclists.

2. Ensure that construction and maintenance of all transportation facilities and construction on
properties adjacent to trails minimizes disruption to trail usage, and related facilities.

3. Explore innovative financing/partnerships for transportation initiatives.

4. Existing access points should be preserved and new development should provide sidewalk
connections to the existing system to provide ease of pedestrian access and circulation.

5. The Long Range Transportation Plan as reflected in the Unified Planning Work Program and
the Transportation Improvement Program, shall be used to identify and prioritize future
transportation linkages to and from the Honeoye Creek Greenway.

6. Municipalities and/or not-for- profit trail groups within municipalities shall plan and
construct local and neighborhood linkages.

7. Specialized user groups such as canoeists, kayakers, snowmobilers, birders, equestrians,
bicyclists, etc. should promote and use the Honeoye Creek Greenway as an integral part of
other facilities and areas that they frequent.

8. Improvements to the transportation/circulation system should be based upon the level of
usage, and should be designed and constructed according to ASSHTO standards.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Work with Monroe County Parks Department to connect Mendon
Ponds Park to Lehigh Valley Trail through additional trail
development, bicycle lanes on highways and sidewalks, as
recommended in the Regional Trails Initiative coordinated by
Genesee Transportation Council (GTC).

2. A “High Flows” campaign could be developed to increase knowledge
of when the creek is passable.

3. Link the trails within the greenway to other multi-modal trail systems within the County and
the Region, to nearby public parks, and to popular visitor destinations.

4. Extend the greenway (now only a linear park and trail) along Honeoye Creek below the Rush
Dam to and across the Genesee River to the Genesee Valley Greenway.

5. Install mile markers and signs with distances to destinations and connections.

6. Slow traffic through the Hamlet and increase safety of the Route 15A/Lehigh Valley Trail
crossing.
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RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

1.

2.

Installation of bicycle racks at trail heads and other user destinations.
Install promotional advertising for the greenway on Park and Ride buses serving the corridor.

Link Honeoye Falls to the Lehigh Valley Trail along the route recommended in the GTC
funded feasibility study.

Expand the sidewalk system in the Hamlet of Rush to fill gaps.
Place warning signs on the trail and on roadways at all crossings.

Reconstruct or build bridges across Honeoye Creek to expand trail linkages at the following
locations:

= Rush Town Park

=  Western edge of Monroe Street Park
= Rotary Park

= Harry Allen Park
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3.7 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

OVERVIEW

The concept of sustainability is based on the premise that resources (natural, human and
financial) need to be used prudently and in an efficient and effective manner so to not to waste
them. Sustainability ensures that adequate resources will be available for the needs of the future
generations.

Every level of government is promoting sustainable development, adapting smart-growth
policies, and providing incentives for public and private developments to incorporate
sustainable green principles.

The purpose of this section of the Greenway Plan is to provide common ground between
preserving and protecting the Greenway’s unique resources, keeping the costs of development
and maintenance as low as possible, and maximizing its year around recreational, economic and
social growth potential.

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES
OPPORTUNITIES

= Historic bias on petroleum based fuels. : _
: o ) . ) : = Potential hydropower from the creek.
» = Historic evolution of inefficient land

development patterns. =  (Conditions favorable for use of solar or

: ) ) wind power

: = Fuel consuming transportation. : . o .

. . : * Financial incentives to support

: = Lack of public awareness. alternative energy development.

: = Policies and recommendations to achieve : : ,
sustainability not associated with the
word "sustainability” in current

Comprehensive Plans.

Relatively underdeveloped natural
conditions of the corridor.

: ®= Availability of public transit.
= Energy generation a historic theme

: =  Abundant renewable and reusable
resources in close proximity.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES

1.

Principles and policies adopted by Federal, State and Regional governments, such as those
described in Chapter 1 shall be used to guide local land use decision making, project design,
and greenway theme promotion.

New sustainable green initiatives should be encouraged and projects funded where they save
money, or provide community education about sustainability.

Transportation choices avoiding the use of automobiles, multi-use trails, walkable
neighborhoods, and connectivity to public facilities are keys to making communities more
livable.

Create sustainable design and development options for the facilities created within the
Greenway including but limited to the use and re-use of local renewable resources, materials,
volunteer labor, energy and green building techniques.

5. Use green trail connections to area attractions, businesses, neighborhoods, schools, parks,
transportation network and the creek to encourage walking and bicycling as a viable
transportation alternative for short trips and access to area’s recreational facilities to save
energy and promote resident health.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Funding from the NYSERDA should be applied for the renewable energy components of the
future projects such as hydroelectric power generation and PV cells for solar power.

2. Incorporate sustainability principles into community master plans and development projects.

3. Rehabilitate and re-use old buildings and historic structures such as the dams for appropriate
adaptive re-use and as points of interest on the Greenway trail.

4. Develop the area around the dam in Rush and the area around the falls in Honeoye Falls as
examples to learn about green concepts for enhancing public health and conserving energy.

RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

There are no individual projects recommended, but all projects will incorporate sustainable
development principles as applicable.
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3.8 EDUCATION AND INTERPRETATION

OVERVIEW

Outdoor recreation interpretation is a form of communication in which there are three primary
elements, a setting, a visitor, and a provider. The provider uses various techniques and media to
interest the visitor about the setting. It adds an educational component to recreation (exercise
and fun) to enrich the leisure time experience. The popularity of any recreational site depends
on unique features, historical context and the combined learning experience at the destination
point. The more active and engaging, the more memorable the experience. The more
memorable the experience, the more likely visitors will spend more time and choose to return.
For the greenway to be successful and compete for leisure time with other similar venues, the
plan must include recommendations for education and interpretation.

The study area has a rich heritage and outstanding natural features. These translate into several
themes that can be the foundation for interpretation for the greenway. These include: natural
beauty of the creek and its valley; transportation; first nation settlement and culture; early
American history and architecture; milling; water quality and watershed management; protection
and stewardship of the environment; sustainable development; and use of alternative energy.

The New York State Department of Parks and Recreation has adopted several goals and
objectives for interpretive and educational programs in its parks that are applicable to the
greenway. Some of the most relevant are:

= Help visitors understand, appreciate and enjoy New York’s natural, cultural and historic
sites.

= Help the public understand the vital need to preserve parks and historic sites.

» Provide education about human impact of the past, present and future condition of the
planet and importance of protecting our natural and cultural resources.

= Develop a theme for the entire site and sub-themes associated with significant natural
and cultural features of the site.

= Establish goals and objectives that provide a clear direction for developing the area in a
way that will best reveal significant interpretive concepts.
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Benefits of an Education and Interpretive Program

Highlight a variety of significant features indicative of the area’s natural and cultural
heritage.

Identify and preserve resources that represent ways of life past and present.
Gain an understanding of how the landscape influenced regional community development.

Increase awareness, appreciation and concern for the preservation of the area’s natural and
cultural resources.

[llustrate the greenway corridors’ relationship to the development of The Region.
Increase public safety by informing users about rules of use.

Locations for interpretation and education will vary by site, and may include:

Trailhead kiosks

Maps and brochures
Interpretive wayside exhibits
Websites
Visitor/interpretation centers

The centers can be simple or elaborate, and range from single signs to completely restored
facilities. Signage is one form of communication media. Two types of signage are generally
recognized: way-finding and interpretation.

ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES
Lack of unified program or oversight. ® Many interpretive themes.
Lack of funding. : = Excellent documentation of local history.

Several ongoing initiatives have notyet & I = Proximity to existing museums and :
made recommendations. historic areas.

® Mendon Foundation success in
developing and protecting historic sites.

The creek is used by schools for :
environmental education.

" Integration of sustainable development
and green energy strategies. :
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

The popularity of any recreational site depends on unique features, historical context and
combined learning experience at the destination point.

2. Interpretive themes should draw from both on-land and water oriented sources.

3. Encourage the development of natural and historic interpretation information and
designation on trails to enhance trip experience and support community values.

4. Use Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about water quality and
watershed management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable
development, and use of alternative energy.

RECOMMENDED POLICIES

1. Develop "best practices" guidance for trail signage design, construction, and application.

2. The greenway should be used as a research site for innovative sustainable construction
techniques, ecological enhancement, wildlife research and similar academic projects.

3. The greenway should serve as an educational resource for local schools and the community.

4. The greenway should help encourage the appreciation and preservation of the local natural
and cultural heritage.

5. The education and interpretive program should foster opportunities for civic involvement.

6. The education and interpretive program should demonstrate and reinforce the prudent
(sustainable) use and conservation of natural resources.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Civic and user groups are encouraged to adopt/develop interpretive areas.

2. Education and outreach regarding identification of invasive species (Eurasian Milfoil).

3. Use the Honeoye Creek Valley as an important natural resource to educate about water
quality and watershed management, protection and stewardship of the environment,
sustainable development, and use of alternative energy.

4. Give the greenway a unique and recognizable name that will identify it as a local amenity and
as a destination.

5. Provide directional signage to the primary access points.
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6. Include interpretive signage plans with design plans for all new facilities
7. Sponsor a design contest to create a new Honeoye Creek Greenway logo

8. Allow the Advisory Committee to review new signage and interpretive locations and exhibits

RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

1. The highest priority project for education and interpretation should be Rochester Junction.
This site is central to the greenway, central to greenway linkages, is already recognized as a
future destination by regional and local agencies/representatives, has a well defined theme
and plan, and benefits from recent funded improvements. It is also one of the best examples
of what can be done by a local not-for profit group with volunteers from the community.

2. Investigate the elaborate hydraulics systems at Rochester Junction that were used to capture,
pump, and store water from Honeoye Creek for use by the steam engines.

3. Install historic site/structure signage at additional locations as opportunities arise.
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3.9 INTERMUNICIPAL COORDINATION

OVERVIEW

One of the primary objectives of this project is to promote better coordination and cooperation
among the various agencies and municipalities that have an interest in enhancing the corridor.
We found that although not generally recognized, and rarely formalized, most of the recent
improvements could not have been possible without the guidance, financial assistance, and
cooperative agreements between the state, county, municipalities, and civic organizations. These
have included joint grant applications, assistance with financing, shared construction, volunteer
labor from civic organizations, as well as maintenance agreements. Most of these are identified
in Chapter 1 as past or concurrent projects.

Sharing the costs of services, reducing construction and operation costs, and promoting green
design are high priorities of New York State and are basic tenants of Sustainable development.

Each of the municipalities has benefitted from the time and effort to coordinate and
communicate with one another. The Mendon Foundation has spearheaded efforts to improve
the Lehigh Valley Linear Park and Trail, to protect land with cultural and historic value, to solicit
and coordinate volunteer labor, and to seek grant funds for preservation and interpretation of
remnants of the areas heritage.

Many of the recommendations simply encourage the continuation of ongoing cooperative
initiatives. Some provide references to plans and studies that should be used for guidance for
future projects. Others recommend the use of new types of inter-municipal agreements to
accomplish broader objectives. See Appendix ] for a copy of an inter-municipal agreement.

Page | 77






ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES OPPORTUNITIES
» Greenway spans several communities ®  Many successful examples of projects
: and property has multiple ownerships. ot stemming from shared funding, shared.
: = No mechanism for overall : i = Construction and maintenance, joint
: project/program management or : applications, public/private cooperation,
coordination. : and ongoing communication.
: = Few formal agreements. : : = Support for greenway and trail programs

=  Need for more uniform guidance.

® Each community developing facilities
without consideration of overall corridor
needs.

= Reliance on one-time funding sources for
improvements.

from regional and county agencies.
* Ongoing efforts to link independent
trails into cohesive regional network.
» Active citizen support for greenways and
trails throughout the region.
Model programs spearheaded by
Mendon Foundation.
Active Community Interest in Parks,
Recreation and open space.
® The Genesee Regional Trails Coalition
founded in 2002 is a consortium of trial
groups and activists that supports the
continued development of the 400-mile
: trail network throughout the Genesee
T Region.

GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES

1. The role of community involvement is not limited only to input into the plan but also
includes ideas about the land use and development regulations each of the local
municipalities adopts.

2. Coordinating actions to ensure protection of the greenway, balanced with concerns of private
property owners, is an important consideration.

3. Community involvement should not be limited to the citizens but should also involve
coordinated regulations to protect the Greenway and its resources.

4. Cooperate with adjoining municipalities, special interest groups, neighborhoods, businesses
and state agencies to implement complementary projects.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Municipalities and/or not-for- profit community trail organizations should be responsible for
spur trail development and for trail maintenance.

The Mendon Foundation is the preferred steward for the greenway, and should continue to
be responsible (with financial assistance from government and the private sector) for trail
improvement and maintenance.

Strengthen park planning, development, and coordination of facilities with all regional
jurisdictions and agencies.

Evaluate reciprocal opportunities in the pursuit of consolidation of services.

Strengthen cooperation between the municipalities and school districts for the joint
development, maintenance, and use of facilities in the greenway.

Continue joint planning with federal and state agencies on grant proposals and allocation of
funds.

Promote effective cooperation for park planning and development between the
municipalities and private, nonprofit recreation providers.

Pursue cooperation and foster partnerships with private recreation providers.

Support the establishment of a mechanism to:
e Maximize coordination among agencies, communities, and trail groups.
o Identify and manage projects.
e Assist agencies, communities, and trail groups with planning efforts.

o Identify additional sources of funding and develop grant applications and other
necessary information to compete for new funds.

As with other public infrastructure systems, including water, sewer and roads, the County
has a responsibility to develop a primary system of trails that can serve the needs of
residents in a cost effective manner.

Future land acquisitions for connections between regional trail systems and both linear and
abutting Lehigh Valley Linear Park and Trail expansion should be the responsibility of
Monroe County, in partnership with the municipalities in which the trail extension is
located.

Monroe County should also assist in the funding of improvements, amenities, and signage
for its linear park and municipal park sites that adjoin it.

Use recommendations from the GTC’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Supportive Code Language to
improve trails and walkways and better accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians.

Costs of Infrastructure improvements that benefit the whole greenway, and/or users of the
greenway should be shared between different levels of government and by inter-municipal
cooperative agreements between local governments and/or not-for-profit community benefit
organizations.
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Continue to develop partnerships with local not-for-profit organizations to engage the
community in making improvements to the local parks and trails.

Seek strong municipal support for the plans.

Form an inter-municipal and public/private oversight committee to coordinate and expedite
the implementation of The Plan.

Prepare and adopt an interagency/inter-municipal agreement that more formally defines
respective roles to be played by agencies and municipalities in developing the proposed
greenway and the recreational facilities within it. This would include more formal
mechanisms to seek funding for new projects, continue development and enhancement of
current projects, make funding recommendations for yearly and ongoing operation and
maintenance, and coordinates development activities within the greenway.

Further develop multi-community / multi-agency trail maintenance agreements that cross
community boundaries to improve maintenance quality and consistency and achieve cost
and labor savings.

Develop a shared web site to make the plan available to the public, and provide information
on projects, activities, and volunteer opportunities.

Support the development and maintenance of an interactive regional trail information web
site that would provide detailed information on trails in this region, including maps, user
groups allowed, and other regulations, trail events, links to trail groups, and other relevant
information.

Municipalities form local trail organizations to create new hiking and biking trails to connect
to the regional system.

Coordinate zoning of creek side property among municipalities that are part of the
Greenway.

Sponsor and coordinate public and private events and activities along trail to foster
community involvement.

Develop not-for-profit partnership with Mendon Foundation, Victor Hiking Club, Rush
Recreation Department, Historical and Landmark Society and others to develop Greenway
projects. Seek funding and coordinate activities.

Use “Genesee Waterways Center” as a resource in developing creek educational resources,
opportunities and history and educate and involve people in protecting the Greenway
resources.

Seek better news coverage of Greenway plans, projects and facilities through the existing
newspapers, town newsletters and linkage with local organizations to broader community
participation and to build community consensus and support for the Greenway.
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14.
15.

16.

17.

18.

Incorporate and adopt the recommendations of the GTC funded Trail Feasibility Study.

Incorporate and adopt the recommendations of the Regional Planning Council’s Regional
Blueway Trail Plan.

Incorporate and adopt the recommendations of the GTC regional on and off road bicycle
transportation Plan.

Convene periodic meetings of local historians, preservation organizations and government
representatives to better coordinate historic preservation and interpretive efforts within the
greenway area.

Participate in Regional and County programs to preserve agriculture land, promote better
storm water management, and restore nature stream courses.

RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

There are no individual projects recommended. Apply recommendations to all other projects
and actions.
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