


CHAPTER 3
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS & POLICIES

3.1 RECREATIONAL USE

OVERVIEW

Recreational use is influenced by the physical features of the landscape and improvements
specially designed to accommodate users. The Creek is used for fishing, boating, swimming and
nature study. The Creek also enhances other recreational activities such as hiking and
picnicking. Where the Lehigh Valley Trail traverses the Greenway Corridor, it provides a cleared,
hardened surface for running, bicycling, and in winter cross country skiing. The parks within the
greenway provide venues for outdoor events, picnicking, nature study, and field sports. Historic
sites, open rural and natural landscapes and farmers markets attract visitors driving for pleasure.
Many of these activities promote physical health and add to the quality of life in the community.
These benefits are recognized and each community is actively improving its paths to serve
additional users. Although current facilities serve a need, more and upgraded facilities are
required to serve users more effectively. The trail needs to be extended; access needs to be
enhanced and different user groups accommodated.

The main issue raised by the focus groups regarding recreation in the greenway was the need to
provide for a diverse mix of users throughout the year. The focus groups identified and addressed a
number of different activities including:

» Cross country skiing

= Jce-skating

» Biking

» Equestrians including horse drawn sleighs and carriages

* (anoeing

» Hiking/walking

= Fishing

» Historical and cultural recreation

» Geo-caching

Not all of the recreation activities identified by the focus groups were viewed positively, such as
hunting and ATVs. Other activities raised both positive and negative reactions, such as
snowmobile riders who patronize local businesses but conflict with the non-motorized
recreational use of local trails. This section addresses these needs and attempts to resolve these
conflicts.
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES

» Lack of public access, principally due to private land ownership.
» Balancing public access with environmental conservation.

» Natural changes to water levels throughout the year, including areas subject to periodic
flooding.

* Need for physical improvements to facilitate access use, and interpretation of various key
sites in the study area.

» Current low levels of usage.

» Lack of unified plan and resulting potential for duplicative facility improvements across
municipal boundaries.

* Needed creek maintenance due to debris and erosion control.
= Sensitivity of land use, environment, and ecology of the corridor.
= Diversity of users; young and old, local and from a distance away.
* Linking public Green spaces and creation of a continuous greenway.
» A lack of directional signage to and along Greenway.
» Limited accessibility to the trails and to the creek.
= Diversity of the creek morphology.
= Lack of funding for land acquisition, maintenance and public safety.
0 A fisheries survey had not been conducted in this stream for nearly twenty-five years.

0 The creek is not being managed by the NYSDEC for any fish species due to the low
angler use.

0 Only two game species (large and smallmouth bass) were captured within the study
area.

0 Only five of the 133 smallmouth bass captured were of legal size.

0 Honeoye Creek offers minimal angling opportunities compared to other local
tributaries (e.g. Canandaigua outlet, Irondequoit creek, etc.).

0 The minimal use of Honeoye Creek by anglers is most likely a product of the species
present and limited access.

* Public shoreline access along the trail system is minimal and underdeveloped.

* Depth of the channel is not uniform; the bed of the stream undulates in elevation in
repeating patterns.
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OPPORTUNITIES

= Qualities of the study area as a destination.
= Linkages afforded by the Lehigh Valley and other trails.
= Diversity of users; young and old, local and from a distance away.

» Expanded trail development, utilizing the core of the hamlet, village and appropriate sites
along Honeoye Creek as a destinations.

= Diversity of the creek morphology.

= Growing interest and participation in biking among those over 30 and an increase in the
average length of bicycle trip as bicycles are used more and more by an older population for
transportation and recreation.

*= Demand for water based recreational facilities.
* Need to accommodate a greatly expanded demand for safe bikeways.
= Need to accommodate a rapid rise in participation rates for fishing & cross-country skiing.

= Need to accommodate the demand for using bikeways and recreational trails for jogging
because trails make it a safer and more enjoyable experience.

* Increased fuel costs promoting use of local recreational facilities.

» Recreationways, particularly where they follow water courses provide opportunities for
acquiring important environmental resources.

= A total of 1,972 fish representing 35 species were encountered during a brief study in 2007.

* Honeoye Creek originates as the outlet of Honeoye Lake and flows northwestward to the
Genesee River.

* Enhancement of the fish assemblage through stocking of additional species may be possible.

* The big eddy in Rotary Park and the landing adjacent to the Rush Dam are the most suitable
shore fishing locations.

* The reservoir is a unique resource located within the hamlet. Currently, it supports
recreational water sports behind Rush Dam while providing secondary angling opportunities.

» The stream gradient of Honeoye Creek gradually decreases traveling downstream at an
elevation of 660 feet in Honeoye Falls sloping down to 550 feet in Rush.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Match future recreation use and enhancement with the unique characteristics of the creek
bed and creek banks.

Provide accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly facilities.
Accommodate new opportunities for recreational use.
Increase year-around use and access for recreation.

Demonstrate the value of the dam(s) as integral part(s) of the area’s present character and
future development potential.

Create a continuous linear trail along the creek or on the bluffs overlooking the creek.

Extend the multi model, off street trail to and through Honeoye Falls to connect with the
Livingston County Trail System.

Achieve a high level of security for the users.

Maintain an integrated system of parks, recreation facilities and open space throughout the
greenway with linkages among various parts of the system.

Preserve, protect and enhance the scenic, natural, recreational and structural resources
within the greenway.

Ensure recreation access for users with impaired abilities.

Create additional site amenities, buildings or structures that promote recreational activity
and tourism, and the use and enjoyment of the area by its residents and the community at
large.

Develop community interest by completing small, visible improvements along the
trail/greenway.

Achieve a level of development, use and maintenance, which is consistent with the need for
protecting environmental features and maintaining their attractiveness.
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RECOMMENDED POLICIES

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Recreational facilities and services will be provided by a combination of County, voluntary
organizations and the private sector, and will be coordinated at the County level.

Link the trails within the greenway to other multi-modal trail systems within the County and
the Region, to nearby public parks, and to popular visitor destinations.

Municipalities and/or not-for- profit community trail organizations should be responsible for
spur trail development and for trail maintenance.

Maintenance for safe passage must also be provided along Honeoye Creek for recreational
boaters. This should be the primary responsibility of individual municipalities with help from
user groups.

The Mendon Foundation is the preferred steward for the greenway, and should continue to
be responsible (with financial assistance from government and the private sector) for trail
improvement and maintenance.

Use recreation in such a way as to stimulate economic growth by creating a positive attitude
towards the community and attracting tourism.

Give primary emphasis in the acquisition and development of new park areas to bringing into
effect needed recreational improvements.

Trails will be subject to the design guidelines of the GTC, and based upon recognized
AASHTO standards.

Achieve a high level of security for the users through the services of the County Sheriff’s
Department and the security staff assigned to the County Parks Department.

Encourage the use of Adopt-A-Trail community maintenance programs for basic trail
maintenance (e.g. litter pick-up, special enhancement projects).

Support the identification and development of new and/or improved trail connections to
services and facilities of interest.

Use recommendations from the GTC’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Supportive Code Language to
improve trails and walkways and better accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians.

Use the results of the Mendon/Honeoye Falls Recreation Survey to plan future recreational
improvements.

Give priority to improvements nearer the Hamlet and the Village where there are more users
and where there will be greater economic benefits.
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Support the development of a countywide system of recreationways as a part of the Monroe
County Parks System with involvement from and a role for different levels of government.

Work with School Districts to develop and share recreational facilities.

Create plans for four-season use along the greenway corridor and its recreational
components.

Work with representatives of the numerous user-groups to minimize conflicts while
providing for the most equitable access possible.

Expand interpretive signage, way- finding and physical improvements that enhance
recreational and cultural/historic values of the area.

Maintenance for safe passage must also be provided along Honeoye Creek for recreational
boaters. This should be the primary responsibility of user groups.

Investigate ways in which water depths that would allow canoeing/and kayaking throughout
the summer months from Honeoye Falls downstream could be maintained.

Monitor and publish water depths from launch sites so canoe/kayakers could determine if
safe passage were possible.

Amenity packages including parking, restrooms, potable water, and picnicking facilities
should be provided at Rush Town Park, Veterans Memorial Park, Sibleyville Nature Preserve,
Big Bend Park, Monroe Street Park, Rotary Park, and Harry Allen Village Park.

New car-top boat launches should be provided below Rush dam, above Rush dam, Plains
Road, Sibley Road and Rotary Park.

Establish "best practices” for construction zones that impact trails to ensure safe through
trail traffic or via acceptable trail detour.

Establish "best practices" for maintenance activities that impact trails. Maintain the trail
surface from debris (tree limbs, roots, large rock, etc.) and litter.

Perform monthly inspections of the trail surface for erosion or large ruts and repair the
identified problem areas.

Identify locations and corrective measures to address existing trail accessibility problems that
inhibit trail use by disabled and other mobility-challenged persons.

Identify opportunities to improve and expand existing trailheads, develop additional
trailheads, and enhance security at these locations.

Identify locations along the main trail system where benches, picnic tables and viewing sites
can be constructed with access to the view of the creek.

Promote geo-caching as a way to bring additional users to the trail and parks within the
corridor.
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18. The section of stream immediately upstream of Rotary Park may be suitable for trout
stocking. It is recommended that the Region 8 office of DEC in Avon be contacted to discuss
this possibility.

19. A complete assessment of the stream corridor should be conducted to identify potential
angling locations and possible fisheries enhancement sites. In order for the location to be
productive during the summer months, fisheries enhancement should be concentrated near
deeper pools.

20. Improve angling access at the dam in the hamlet of Rush.

21. Encourage private property owners to allow access to the water and trail through their
properties.

RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

CORRIDOR

1. A Continuous and/or a series of hiking trails should be developed along the full length of
Honeoye Creek within or on the banks of its valley.

2. New car-top boat launch sites with parking should be constructed below Rush dam, above
Rush dam, Plains Road, Sibley Road and Rotary Park.

3. Additional or improved Fishing Access Sites should be developed adjacent to the Rush Dam
(upstream and downstream), at the Lehigh Valley Linear Park Trail crossing of Honeoye
Creek, Plains Road, Great Bend Park, Sibleyville Nature Park, Monroe Street Park, Big Eddy
in Rotary Park, and in Harry Allen Park. These can be accessed by trail, where natural
conditions limit auto access and parking.

4. Safe, convenient, and functional boat pull-ups or docks are needed at launch sites and
between launch sites to allow boaters to access upland points of interest, restaurants and
shops, picnic areas, and comfort stations (restrooms). Locations between launch sites are
Great Bend Park, Rochester Junction at confluence of Serene Creek and Honeoye Creek,
Sibleyville Nature Preserve, Monroe Street Park, and Harry Allen Park.

5. Additional creek crossings to access recreational areas and/or the Lehigh Valley Linear Park
Trail are recommended at the Rush Town Park, through Monroe Street Park, between village
land on other side of creek and Rotary Park, and Harry Allen Park.

6. Paving the trail in the most heavily used areas through the Hamlet of Rush and from the falls
in Honeoye Falls through Harry Allen Park.

7. Build benches at 1’2-mile intervals along trail and cut back brush overhanging the
trail.
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INDIVIDUAL PARKS OR SITES (BOLD INDICATES COMPLETED OR FUNDED)

1. Rush Dam and Veteran’s Memorial Park.

Emergency Safety repair of the dam.

Complete reconstruction of the dam.

Comfort station.

Public car-top boat launches with parking above and below the dam.

Improved fishing pier.

Emergency rescue practice facility.

Small hydro-electric unit to create enough renewable energy to light adjacent park area.
Additional safety lighting.

Paving the trail adjacent to the park.

Acquisition of the former mill pond, landscaping and constructing a trail around it.

2. Rochester Junction

Clear area and build a knee-wall outlining the location of the original station.
Remove covering from Rochester Junction depot garden and clear surrounding
platform; work with local garden club to establish a 1920’s style garden.

Clear area and build knee-wall outlining location of Interlocking Switch Tower.
Refurbish nearby electrical distribution box.

Build a 30’ bridge to connect the Town of Mendon’s Great Bend Park to the LV
Trail.

Construct hiking trail to confluence of Serene Creek and Honeoye Creek. Expand
trail along Honeoye Creek from this location. Add picnicking area and boat pull-out.
Confluence has a diversion weir. Investigate hydraulics of diversion system, recreate
and/or develop interpretive signage.

Investigate clearing and re-wattering Serene Creek from Clover Street to allow
canoe/kayak passage to Honeoye Creek.

Improve parking area north of Junction Road.

Lay 50’ of railroad track for display of future LV Freight Box Car.

Construct new replica of freight house.

Construct comfort station/restrooms attached to freight house.

3. Great Bend Park

Construct 8 car parking area.

Construct a trail (to the standards of the Lehigh Valley Trail) along the former
railway bed and from the parking lot to the rail bed trail near the center of the
park.

Construct hiking trail to and along creek. Add picnicking site near the creek.

Deck two bridges in the eastern leg of the “Y” and improve trail connection to
east-west portion of the Lehigh Valley Trail.

Construct boat pull-up and/or dock along Honeoye Creek to provide access to the park.
Improve shoreline fishing access.
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. Sibleyville Nature Preserve

* Construct new Parking Lot.

* Construct Picnic Pavilion.

* Construct Loop Trail on the uplands.

= Construct comfort station/restroom.

* Construct/extend hiking trail to the creek.

» Construct boat pull-up and/or dock along Honeoye Creek to provide access to picnicking
and future comfort station.

= Improve shoreline fishing access.

Monroe Street Park

* Construct additional Parking lots.

= Construct play area/playground.

= Construct Pavilion.

= Install skating rink.

= Construct hiking trail through property to creek or creek overlook.

= Add Picnicking Area.

= Construct boat pull-up and/or dock along Honeoye Creek to provide access to picnicking
and future restrooms.

* Improve shoreline fishing access.

. Rotary Park

* Construct restroom facility.

* Construct Fitness Trail.

* Improve access drive and parking.

* Improve trail along the creek for fishing and viewing and to separate a shore trail from
the fitness trail.

» Install car-top boat launch and dock.

* Improve picnicking facilities.

* Construct pavilion.

» Connect Rotary Park with Village Land across the creek.

Harry Allen Park

= Restore and re-water the historic millraces to enhance visitor interest.

* Provide additional public parking.

= Remove or reconstruct the lower dam and develop a viewing/fishing platform.

» Extend the trails within the park to enhance creek-side access.

* Create a looped trail through the park connecting Monroe Street to the Route 65 bridge
and the Main Street sidewalks.

* Create a looped system of trails/sidewalks to connect East Street to the Route 65 bridge
on the east side of the creek along Hyde Park.

* Add period style lighting.
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3.3 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND TOURISM

OVERVIEW

The corridor area communities can be described as rural in character, with limited retail,
commercial and industrial development concentrated in two areas: Rush Hamlet and the Village
of Honeoye Falls. Generally, the business sectors in the communities seem stable, with limited
growth occurring in the southern portions of the corridor area in the Village of Honeoye Falls.
Opportunities for specific economic development activity directly related to Honeoye Creek and
the recreational trails may be constrained by the seasonal nature of the attractions, and the
limited population base in the immediate area of the facilities.

There are several regional, county, and state programs to help individual businesses and
municipalities become more financially secure and make necessary improvements to compete
economically. It is generally recognized that proximity to public use areas benefits businesses
and their patrons. Recently, The New York State Parks and Trails Association in collaboration
with the Business Council of New York State published a report titled “Greenways and Trails-
Bringing Economic Benefits to New York”. It provides compelling evidence that the types of
recreation and tourism associated with greenways and trails benefit local communities and are
good for the economy of New York State. For example:

» Tourism is the second largest industry in New York.

*=  More than 65 community trails totaling 700 miles have already been created in the
state.

* 1200 additional miles are being planned.
= The average trail user from outside the local area spends $175/day.

* In one study, 60% of businesses adjacent to trails reported that the trail development
was prominent in their decision to expand and 24% reported that the trail played a
part in their decision to open.
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Some of the demographic characteristics of the corridor communities would suggest that
additional economic development potential exists in the corridor:

Incomes, occupations and housing values exceed County, State and National figures
suggesting that disposable incomes in the area are above average. This could mean
opportunities for limited additional economic growth in the corridor.

Educational levels of residents in the corridor communities are higher than County,
State and National figures. This suggests a highly educated and skilled local labor
force that is an asset for economic growth and business retention and expansion.

Business activity in the corridor area is generally stable, with some vacant retail and
commercial properties. Business growth and expansion has been modest, and can be
expected to grow at a stable, but slow rate.

Tourism related business opportunities may be limited by the seasonal nature of the
recreational assets. However, linking this corridor’s recreational potential to other
regional recreational resources and tourism attractions, such as the Erie Canal
Recreationway and National Heritage Corridor, the Seaway Trail, and the Finger Lakes
wineries may be of benefit, particularly for promotion.

Energies should be focused to capitalize on existing resources while developing new
opportunities. Some ways of doing this are to:

Formalize a trail system to help local businesses.
Create opportunities for infill businesses.

Sponsor activities to attract people to use the greenway while patronizing local
establishments.
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES

: = Lack of public ownership and need for
private landowner/developer support
and cooperation.

= Lack of consistency in public policy and

regulations affecting future development.

= Lack of Facilities, inadequate circulation
(pedestrian and vehicular) and parking.

: = Public and private infrastructure needing
upgrade and maintenance.

: = Over promotion can diminish the
attractiveness of an area.

: = Lack of awareness of the economic
potential of tourism to the area.

* Needed leadership, and guidance to
: promote economic growth.

: = Seasonal nature of the attractions.

: = Limited population base in the
immediate area of the facilities.

OPPORTUNITIES

policy and regulations affecting future
development.

=  Tourists and businesses can be attracted

to communities that make quality of life
issues their priority.

* = Studies show the area has economic

development and tourism potential.

* Ongoing and aggressive business and

tourism planning, both local and
regional.

: = Diversity of users/patrons.

= Existing land use in and character of the

area (natural/rural).

*  Community demographics.

: = Interest in water dependent and water

enhanced development.

= Greenways, where they follow

watercourses stimulate tourism by
improving public access for many types
of sport and recreation.

: = Proximity to public use areas benefits

businesses and their patrons.

» Popularity of hiking, sightseeing, biking,

and other outdoor day use activities.

* Consistency with similar State, Regional,

and Local economic development
programs.

: ® Many local organizations and businesses

willing to provide labor and materials for
projects.

» High priority for project funding.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

1. Develop ideas for future development of the area, enhancing it as a destination with
particular attention to tourism and economic development potential.

N

Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the hamlet, village, and area that would be
attractive to business and development promotion.

3. Identify policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement which will support economic
development within the framework of responsible environmental conservation and resource
management.

4. Matching future development/business promotion with the existing qualities of the hamlet
and village, and opportunities for trail and/or water dependent and enhanced development
along the corridor.

5. Promote visitor and user-based economic development including attracting new businesses.

RECOMMENDED POLICIES

1. Maintain the Hamlet of Rush and Village of Honeoye Falls as the two focal points for
business and economic development.

2. Implement programs and initiatives for endorsement which will support economic
development within the framework of:

= Responsible watershed management and good principles of conservation.
= (Consideration for quality of life and balance between residents’ concerns.

= Accessibility to the public at large.

3. Utilize the potential of the area to promote tourism including alternative energy use and
historic preservation.

4. Create additional site amenities, buildings or structures, or economic and commercial
activities that promote use and enjoyment of the area.

Provide a destination quality to the hamlet, village, and area.
Market the area to attract visitors and patrons.
Strengthen existing businesses and explore possibilities for new ones.

Increase year-around use and access.

o ® N o v

Use Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about sustainability,
protection and stewardship of the environment, and use of alternative energy.

10. Create a historic park at Rochester Junction commemorating this stage in local history.
Restore and interpret as many of the original structures and operations as possible. See
[llustration in Appendix C.
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RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1.

Develop partnerships among trail groups, tourism promotion agencies, government agencies,
tourism venues, and related businesses and business organizations to effectively market the
greenway as a major attraction in this region.

Sponsor major events within the greenway in such a way as to stimulate economic growth by
creating a positive attitude towards the community and attracting tourism.

Give the greenway a unique and recognizable name that will identify it as a local amenity and
as a destination.

Provide directional signage to the primary access points.

Coordinate with Monroe County and GTC to develop a unique logo and signage design
guidelines for the greenway.

Involve more members of the business community in planning activities; they are potential
sources of leadership and will assist in promoting economic growth through the greenway.

Identify the ways in which Honeoye Creek and the Lehigh Valley Trail complement and
enhance the Village of Honeoye Falls and the Town of Rush, and develop strategies to
effectively utilize this area in terms of its physical, historical, environmental, recreational and
economic potential.

Notify travel, outdoor recreation and tourism organizations about the greenway and add it to
official lists of greenways.

Organize local business interests to explore promotional opportunities and possible
cooperative efforts with the Greater Rochester Visitor’s Association, the Erie Canal National
Heritage Corridor, the Seaway Trail, and the Finger Lakes Association.

10. Work with the County of Monroe Industrial Development Agency to assist business

11.

retention and expansion efforts.

Support the Mendon Foundation’s Rochester Junction restoration project. Bring regional
attention to this facility and increase services and amenities to a level to support a year-
around tourist destination.

RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

1.

2.

Create an informational brochure about the greenway that can be used for marketing,
promotion, and use.

Create and maintain a website about the greenway that each participating government,
agency, venue, business, and any interested user groups can link to.
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3.5 INFRASTRUCTURE

OVERVIEW

Infrastructure is the services, and facilities that are necessary for economic activity, including
power and water supplies, transportation, telecommunications, roads, and schools. The types,
locations and adequacy of infrastructure determine whether the needs of a community or of a
facility within a community are met. Transportation related infrastructure is addressed in
Section 3.6. Recreation Infrastructure is addressed in Section 3.1. Costs of Infrastructure are
directly related to land use and sustainability policies described in chapters 1, 2, and section 3.7
of this chapter. This section primarily addresses the conditions of the dams in Rush and
Honeoye Falls, sewer and water availability to accommodate economic development, and
services within public use areas.

Availability of public sewer and water systems influence development density and opportunities
for new development. All the roadways within the corridor have public water. This has allowed
development to occur along most of the roads; the influence on the greenway dependent upon
lot depth and location of the buildings on the lots. Public sewer is a much greater growth
determinant, exhibited by the density of development in Honeoye Falls versus the Hamlet of
Rush. All development areas have electric and gas service, telephone and cable.

The Town of Mendon has prepared a Utilities Plan that addresses infrastructure needs. The GTC,
Monroe County Pure Waters Agency, Monroe County Water Authority, most state agencies and
The Village of Honeoye Falls have five-year capital improvement programs that are reviewed
every year. The Towns of Mendon and Rush prepare capital expenditure plans that include
infrastructure on a yearly basis, but do not have regularly updated long range capital
improvement programs.

A key to the future development potential in the corridor is the lack of public sewer in the
Hamlet of Rush. The expense of a system has prevented installation to date, but new
technologies and availability of public funds could make public sewer more affordable. Public
opinion on the desire for public sewer is split between residents that would like the added
economic benefits and services of new development and those that would like to keep the
hamlet rural. The current Rush Master Plan endorses public sewers for the hamlet.

The Advisory Committee and public comment are very much in favor of reconstructing the dam
in Rush, but have different opinions about the benefits vs. costs of reconstructing the dam in
Honeoye Falls. A difference may be that the Rush dam is still intact and demonstrating its
benefits and the Honeoye Falls dam has failed and no longer provides observable benefits. Use of
the falls in Honeoye Falls for Hydropower generation investigated several years ago, but was not
considered economical. Rate structures have changed, and it is considered feasible to generate
power from the Rush Dam using former mill races or placing a generator inside the dam if it
were reconstructed.
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When this project started, the Rush Dam had deteriorated severely due to aging and damage
caused by floating tree trunks and wet weather flow. Some repairs to the south section were
made several decades ago and recent inspections by the NYSDEC and underwater specialists
identified serious cracks and leakage areas with risk of failure. The Town applied for funding to
make long term repairs but has not been successful in raising funds to undertake the project.
The north section of the dam was determined to be in the worst condition and the bypass pipe
and sluice gate also required significant repairs. The Town was able to secure some funds from
the State to make emergency repairs to the structure and authorized the design, bidding and
construction of the retrofits. This work was initiated during the summer of 2008 and completed
in December 2008.

Restrooms and shelters have/will be constructed in several of the recommended locations as a
result of recently approved grants. These will serve drive-in users and improve the services

available within the greenway and off-road multi-use trail system.

Street lights are favored by residents of both the Hamlet and the Village. Security lighting of the
most heavily used areas of the trail and public parks is also desired.
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES

* Rush Dam has deteriorated severely due
to aging and damage.

*= The Town applied for funding to make :
long term repairs but has only been
successful obtaining funds to make
emergency repairs.

» The lower dam in Honeoye Falls has :
collapsed, and debris remains in the
stream course.

= New development has an impact on :
existing infrastructure resources and it is
difficult to pass these costs on to
developers.

= Grant funds for sewer and water
improvements have not been available in :
recent years to fund or help in funding i
projects in the Greenway communities. =

* Few of the parks, community centers, or

trailheads within the greenway have :
basic site amenities such as restrooms,
potable water, picnicking facilities or :

directional signage for visitors.

= Security, way-finding signage, and street :

lighting of the most heavily used :
portions of the trail are inconsistent and &
inadequate. :

OPPORTUNITIES

The low head dam at Honeoye creek was
attractive to early industry due to
available hydropower.

The Town of Rush was able to secure
some funds from the State to make
emergency repairs to the dam structure
within the Hamlet.

An access way was built on the north
side of the dam to allow equipment to be
transported to the downstream side of
the dam.

Inspection of the bypass pipe indicated
the possibility of installing a 10 to 12 inch
pipe inside the Corrugated Metal Pipe
Arch to provide water to operate a
micro-turbine to produce green power in
future.

Funds are available in the Federal
Economic Stimulus Package for “shovel
ready” infrastructure improvements.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES AND POLICIES

10.

11.

12.

Grant funds should be sought to install or replace inadequate, outdated infrastructure
needed for economic development and public safety.

The costs of services directly attributed to a new development should be the responsibility of
the developer.

New infrastructure will be designed and constructed to minimize energy usage and adverse
environmental impacts.

The plan’s focus on infrastructure should serve not only the individual communities, but also
the regional users of the trail and visitors to the area.

The Rush Dam is an important community asset worth preserving for ongoing
environmental and recreational benefits and for future sustainable growth in the Town of
Rush.

Each community and grant sources they secure will be responsible for the costs of improving
infrastructure that benefits the residents of the community. Costs of Infrastructure
improvements that benefit the whole greenway, and/or users of the greenway should be
shared between different levels of government and by inter-municipal cooperative
agreements between local governments and/or not-for —profit community benefit
organizations.

Infrastructure improvements will be principally guided by the master plans of individual
communities, supplemented by capital improvement programs that will include applicable
and appropriate projects benefitting the greenway.

Infrastructure improvements relative to recreation will be guided by this section as well as
section 3.1.

Infrastructure improvements relative to economic development will be guided by this section
as well as section 3.4.

Infrastructure improvements relative to transportation will be guided by this section as well
as section 3.6.

Create a recreational hub around the Veteran’s Memorial Park and Dam in the Hamlet of
Rush with unique natural features that would include views of the waterfall, lakeside fishing,
a community sports and recreational facility in close proximity to the town’s main shopping
and commercial area.

Facilities should serve not only the Town of Rush but also the regional users of the trail and
visitors to the area.

Page | 64






RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1.

Support the placement of functional trail amenities to service trail users (e.g. bathroom
facilities, drinking water, bicycle parking, benches, lighting, etc.).

Support the Town of Rush’s efforts to permanently repair and preserve the dam on Honeoye
Creek, and to seek funds for construction of a parallel dam structure on the upstream side
connected to the old dam for increasing the structural integrity of the combined structure.

Include development of a swift-water rescue training facility, mini-hydro power facility, and
boat launch/docking facility with the design of a dam.

The Town of Rush should continue to investigate low cost, low maintenance public sanitary
sewer service for the Hamlet.

The Village of Honeoye Falls should continue to investigate reuse, reconstruction, and/or
removal of the lower dam with preference to actions that will benefit the users of the
greenway as well as local interests.

. Security, way-finding, and street/sidewalk lighting should be installed at locations where the

public uses the trail or improved sections of the greenway during evening hours.

Amenity packages including parking, restrooms, potable water, and picnicking facilities
should be provided at Veterans Memorial Park, Sibleyville Nature Preserve, Big Bend Park,
Monroe Street Village Park, Rotary Park, and Harry Allen Village Park.

8. Each Community should prepare a long range capital improvement program that includes a
line item for additions and improvements to the greenway.

9. Repair and preserve the dam on Honeoye Creek, a piece of local history.

RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

1. Infrastructure projects per community vision and enhancement actions in Section 2.4

2. Recreation and trail improvement projects illustrated on Map 15, as described in Section 3.1

3. Transportation projects per Section 3.6

4. Sustainable development infrastructure projects per Section 3.7

5. Improvements in the Hamlet of Rush, including:

e Install a small hydro-electric unit in or alongside the Rush Dam to create enough
renewable energy to light the adjacent park areas.

e This green energy source can be used to power LED flood lights and electrical service
to a future Computer based information Kiosk in the existing gazebo.

o Install solar panels on the roof on the south side to generate additional power and also
serve as a learning exhibit at this location.
o Install street lights powered by the hydro-electric plant or by individual solar panels.
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3.6 TRANSPORTATION/CIRCULATION

OVERVIEW

This chapter addresses movement of people within, to, from and through the corridor. It
overlaps with recreation, in that the same infrastructure (roads, trails, sidewalks) can be used for
both. Transportation usually refers to trips to and from destinations. Circulation refers to
routine short trips within a destination. Transportation and circulation are also multimodal,
including cars, trucks, bicycles, pedestrian, and special uses such as snowmobile and
equestrians. Waterborne transportation is limited by the navigability of the waterway. Honeoye
Creek is not considered navigable, but can still provide linkages for non-motorized, and car-
topable boats between other waterways, and for day use recreation, and as such would qualify as
a blueway within the greenway.

Roads are classified by their function. Usually the federal government funds and maintains the
interstate system of primary arterials that connect states, states own and maintain arterials that
connect cities within the state that are not on the interstate system, counties maintain collectors
which link population centers to a central core or link population centers to one another, and
municipalities own and maintain local streets serving neighborhoods.

As described in the linkages section of Chapter 2, the project area has excellent access to the
interstate highway system and NY State roads. NY State roads connect to both the Hamlet of
Rush and the Village of Honeoye falls, and NY State, Monroe County, and local roads cross the
corridor and provide access to parks and historic sites. On-street bicycle trails and multiuse
trails link communities and major trail systems that connect this region to other regions.

The continued viability of the communities within the corridor, the predicted increase in

recreation and tourism, and the quality of life for residents and visitors each depend on the
maintenance and/or enhancement of the transportation and circulation systems.
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ISSUES AND OPPORTUNITIES

ISSUES

» Gaps in Sidewalks within Hamlets.

= Access to the creek for use of human
powered watercraft such as canoes and
kayaks is limited by in-accessible launch
areas as well as the dramatic differences

in the flow levels of the creek throughout

the year.

= The existing network of trails is not
contiguous throughout the greenway.

= There are no State Bike Routes in the
vicinity of the study area.

= Public viewing vista sites from roadways
are limited and lack save off-road
stopping areas.

= Directional signage to points of interest
is limited.

= Many road crossings do not have
adequate safety signage.

= Speed limits and caution signs on state
roads are ineffective in slowing traffic
through the Hamlet / Village and in the
vicinity of trail crossings.

OPPORTUNITIES

Excellent access to and from regional
transportation system.

The interconnecting system of
transportation corridors provides direct
linkages to a wide variety of tourist
destinations within a 30 minute driving
distance from the study corridor.

0 Direct link from/to Henrietta via
Lehigh Valley North Branch Trail.

0 Direct link by way of the Lehigh
Valley Trail to Genesee Valley
Greenway.

0 Direct link to/from Erie Canalway
National Heritage Corridor connected :
by way of the Genesee Valley
Greenway and Genesee River.

o0 Direct link to Genesee River near
Golah Road, Town of Rush.

Rush-Lima Road (State Route 15A) Rush
Road to Plains Road has been classified
as a potential “mid -term” project for
applying on-street bicycle
accommodations in the On-Street
Bicycle Facilities Opportunities
Assessment report (GTC).

Lehigh Valley Railroad Right-of-Way
Livingston County Connection from
Honeoye Falls to Lima and beyond

identified as long term project in
Regional Trail Plan (GTC).

Dedicated funding for expansion of
multi-use trail system.

Energy crisis and high fuel costs
increasing usage and demand for non-
auto transportaion alternatives.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for motorized and non-
motorized users.

Increase accessibility and mobility options for all transportation routes.

Provide reasonable travel alternatives to all persons in the area regardless of age, income and
physical or mental ability.

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and between
destinations.

Use the existing street/sidewalk system as an extension of the trail system to connect its
various arteries and provide access to parks and open spaces.

Link the greenway to neighborhoods via a network of local spur trails and sidewalks.
Increase the number and quality of trail interconnections.

Link the trails within the greenway to other multi-modal transportation systems within the
County and the Region, to nearby public parks, and to popular visitor destinations.

Use these connections/linkages to achieve Critical mass, the number of users and frequency
of use sufficient to stimulate positive results.

New accesses to and connections between destinations shall avoid locations where natural
areas would be disturbed or where the character of neighborhoods would be altered.

Identifying methods to bridge the gaps in the trail system and potentially creating access to
both sides of the creek would serve to improve the use of the greenway corridor for
numerous recreational and environmental purposes.

Transportation planning and project decisions should support and reinforce local land-use
development objectives and broader community priorities and goals.

Transportation planning and decision-making should address issues at a corridor level,
recognizing both the multi-jurisdictional nature of travel and the link between
transportation and other policies and investments.

Transportation planning and decision-making processes should be multi-jurisdictional,
coordinated and cooperative among local, county, state and federal governments and private
interests.

Develop and maintain a diversified transportation system that includes public transit and
pedestrian and bicycle trails.

Promote designs and plans that minimize lifetime maintenance and user cost.

Optimize the use of existing infrastructure.

Page | 68






RECOMMENDED POLICIES

1. Seek delineation of bike lanes on state and county roads to promote safety for bicyclists.

2. Ensure that construction and maintenance of all transportation facilities and construction on
properties adjacent to trails minimizes disruption to trail usage, and related facilities.

3. Explore innovative financing/partnerships for transportation initiatives.

4. Existing access points should be preserved and new development should provide sidewalk
connections to the existing system to provide ease of pedestrian access and circulation.

5. The Long Range Transportation Plan as reflected in the Unified Planning Work Program and
the Transportation Improvement Program, shall be used to identify and prioritize future
transportation linkages to and from the Honeoye Creek Greenway.

6. Municipalities and/or not-for- profit trail groups within municipalities shall plan and
construct local and neighborhood linkages.

7. Specialized user groups such as canoeists, kayakers, snowmobilers, birders, equestrians,
bicyclists, etc. should promote and use the Honeoye Creek Greenway as an integral part of
other facilities and areas that they frequent.

8. Improvements to the transportation/circulation system should be based upon the level of
usage, and should be designed and constructed according to ASSHTO standards.

RECOMMENDED ACTIONS

1. Work with Monroe County Parks Department to connect Mendon
Ponds Park to Lehigh Valley Trail through additional trail
development, bicycle lanes on highways and sidewalks, as
recommended in the Regional Trails Initiative coordinated by
Genesee Transportation Council (GTC).

2. A “High Flows” campaign could be developed to increase knowledge
of when the creek is passable.

3. Link the trails within the greenway to other multi-modal trail systems within the County and
the Region, to nearby public parks, and to popular visitor destinations.

4. Extend the greenway (now only a linear park and trail) along Honeoye Creek below the Rush
Dam to and across the Genesee River to the Genesee Valley Greenway.

5. Install mile markers and signs with distances to destinations and connections.

6. Slow traffic through the Hamlet and increase safety of the Route 15A/Lehigh Valley Trail
crossing.
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RECOMMENDED PROJECTS

1.

2.

Installation of bicycle racks at trail heads and other user destinations.
Install promotional advertising for the greenway on Park and Ride buses serving the corridor.

Link Honeoye Falls to the Lehigh Valley Trail along the route recommended in the GTC
funded feasibility study.

Expand the sidewalk system in the Hamlet of Rush to fill gaps.
Place warning signs on the trail and on roadways at all crossings.

Reconstruct or build bridges across Honeoye Creek to expand trail linkages at the following
locations:

= Rush Town Park

=  Western edge of Monroe Street Park
= Rotary Park

= Harry Allen Park
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