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I. INTRODUCTION 
 
During the summer of 2007, the Town of 
Rush, in collaboration with the Village of 
Honeoye Falls, Town of Mendon, Genesee 
Finger Lakes Regional Planning Council, 
Monroe County Department of Planning, and 
Mendon Foundation began to develop a 
greenway plan for the Honeoye Creek. The 
plan was funded by a Quality Communities 
Grant from the Department of State. The 
project area encompasses approximately 10 
miles of the creek flowing between Honeoye 
Falls Village and the Hamlet of Rush. The 
proposed greenway features a diverse array of 
elements including forests, historic buildings, parks, trails, commercial development, 
subdivisions and agricultural lands. The objectives of this plan are to: 

• Provide a vision for the greenway; 
• Guide future conservation and development decisions; 
• Demonstrate inter-municipal cooperation; 
• Maximize use of public funds; 
• Coordinate implementation; and 
• Involve numerous stakeholders in a citizen-based planning process.  

To that end, a community workshop was held this past fall, to invite input from the public and 
engage the community in brainstorming ideas in five focus areas for the Honeoye Creek 
Greenway. 
 

II. WORKSHOP FORMAT 
 

On the morning of November 3, 2007, a group of nearly 50 residents, stakeholders and designers 
met at the Wildwood County Club in Rush. Following presentations about the project’s history, 
goals, and principles of quality design for the greenway, the participants divided into five focus 
areas guided by one or two volunteer facilitators. These focus areas were as follows: 
 

1. Rush Hamlet 
2. Honeoye Falls Village 
3. Recreation, Historic and Cultural Features 
4. Land Use, Water Quality, Watershed Management, Open Space, and Environmental 

Protection 
5. Tourism and Economic Development 

 
Each participant was provided with an overview of their focus area containing a description, 
primary focus, concerns, goals, strategies, and considerations. In addition, the groups were 
provided with maps, trace paper, and easel pads to record their ideas. The groups were tasked to 
identify concerns and to generate new ideas to be incorporated into the plan. A member of each 
group was designated as the recorder and was responsible for capturing the thoughts of the 
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group. Following an intense two-hour work session, one or two members from each group 
presented the ideas generated for their focus area.  
 

III. WORKSHOP OUTCOME 
 
Following the workshop, the ideas were 
transcribed and the maps produced were 
digitally recorded for reproduction purposes 
(see Appendices for these materials). The ideas 
developed were organized by topic and over-
arching concepts are highlighted below. 
Signage was the most frequently mentioned 
element among the groups, followed by topics 
concerned with access and historic 
preservation. 
 
Hamlet of Rush 
The participants in the Hamlet of Rush focus area highlighted a number of issues to be 
considered in the greenway planning process. Canoe and fishing access as well as preserving 
historic features such as the silo base were the primary concerns of the group. Increasing 
recreation opportunities for a wide range of user groups and mitigating existing or potential 
conflicts were also of interest. The dam was perceived as a resource to be preserved and 
redeveloped as a swift-water rescue training facility and/or a mini-hydro power facility, both 
potential economic development opportunities. Improving parking, slowing traffic through the 
hamlet and increasing signage were also items to consider for the Hamlet of Rush in the 
greenway planning process. 
 
Village of Honeoye Falls 
 The Village of Honeoye Falls focus group envisioned a network of trails encircling the village 
and linking village trails to neighboring trail systems. The participants were concerned about 
acquiring and maintaining access, securing a right-of-way along the creek, creating a signage 
program, improving existing trail facilities, exploring reuse and preservation options at the lower 
dam, and promoting four season use of the trails. In addition, this group felt it is important to 

involve the community in the decision making 
process for planning and developing 
improvements. 

 
Community Involvement and Coordination 
The focus groups highlighted the importance 
of maintaining community involvement in the 
Honeoye Creek Greenway project. In addition 
to developing partnerships with local non-
profit organizations, the role of community 
engagement was repeatedly seen as an 
important element in the process of completing 
the plan and moving forward with its 
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implementation. The focus groups stated the proposed greenway is a resource of the community 
and should be developed with input from the community acquired through an active engagement 
process and sustained by municipal support for the plans generated.  
 
The role of community involvement is not limited only to input into the plan but also includes 
ideas about the land use and development regulations that each of the local municipalities might 
adopt in the future. Coordinating these regulations to ensure protection of the greenway balanced 
with concerns of private property owners is an important consideration identified by the focus 
groups. 
 
Access and Connectivity 
The focus groups were concerned with 
existing and future access along the greenway 
corridor. Ensuring connectivity between 
various trails and portions of the greenway was 
also recommended by the focus groups. 
Primary ideas and concerns include:  

• Access to the creek for use of human 
powered watercraft such as canoes and 
kayaks: 

o This access is limited by 
accessible launch areas as well 
as the dramatic differences in 
the flow levels of the creek throughout the year. A “High Flows” campaign could 
be developed to increase knowledge of when the creek is passable. 

• Fishing access:  
o In addition to recreational fishing by individuals, the creek is used by schools for 

environmental education. Increasing access to the creek and corridor for these 
activities should be explored and developed. 

• Trail access: 
o The existing network of trails is not contiguous throughout the greenway. 

Identifying methods to bridge the gaps in the trail system, connecting and 
potentially creating access to both sides of the creek would serve to improve the 
use of the greenway corridor for numerous recreational and environmental 
purposes. 

• Identifying methods for securing access such as: 
o Easements 
o Acquisition of land 
o Developer negotiations 
o Comprehensive plans and zoning codes 

 
The methods for securing access could also be used to ensure the connectivity the focus groups 
identified as important. The greenway plan, in addition to recommending a continuous trail 
system within the corridor must also recommend connections to new trails within the region. 
Conservation easements, negotiated access rights, and acquisition of land will be valuable tools. 
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The groups identified the importance of addressing these ideas and concerns with the public 
early in the planning process.  
 
Historic Preservation, Cultural Resources and Tourism 
The greenway corridor contains evidence of the area’s rich history. The participants value this 
history and propose that the greenway and its trail system be developed in such a way as to link 
the local historical resources where possible. 
Focus groups recommended that historic and 
cultural resources be preserved and interpreted 
throughout the greenway. The Rush Dam was 
perceived as a scenic and historic element that 
provides identity to the character of the hamlet. 
In addition, the groups identified historic and 
cultural resources as a potential draw for 
tourists and identified local or regional not-for-
profits such as the Genesee Waterways Center 
and Mendon Foundation as potential partners 
in developing a heritage tourism program for 
the greenway. Several groups also 
recommended the creation of a museum 
highlighting the various historical and cultural resources in the area and potentially serving as a 
gateway for visitors to the Honeoye Creek Greenway. 
 
Water and the Environment 
The groups recognized the importance of the greenway to provide environmental benefits in 
addition to its recreation potential. The areas of environmental concern identified include:  

• Water quality impacted by increased 
development in the corridor as well as 
the impacts of existing erosion found 
along the creek. Creating buffers was 
identified to mitigate negative water 
quality impacts. These buffers could be 
created immediately on public land and 
over time on private property; 

• Preservation of wetlands and 
minimizing development in the 100-
year floodplain;  

• Consider development effects and 
create methods to minimize flooding 
and its impact on environmental 
resources; 

• The groups differed in their considerations for the existing dams in Rush and Honeoye 
Falls. Some felt these resources should be preserved and enhanced while others proposed 
removing non-historic portions of the lower dam in Honeoye Falls; 

• Stabilization of the stream corridor and removing impediments to its recreational use 
such as logjams.  
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Design and Development 
The design and functional use of the greenway and its 
various components was addressed in the various focus 
areas. The overall design of the greenway should 
incorporate elements and aspects that respect and achieve 
sustainability in the corridor and its environs. These would 
include: 

• Signage and wayfinding 
• Restrooms 
• Visitor center 
• Lighting for safety 
• Kiosks 
• Mile markers 
• Improved and expanded parking areas 
 

In addition to the wayfinding elements, a comprehensive 
signage system was identified as an important element that 
is needed in the greenway corridor. Signage would feature a distinct design element as identifier, 
making it clear to visitors that they are within the Honeoye Creek Greenway as well as to 
provide them with a means to orient themselves and discover what the greenway has to offer. 
 
The groups also identified the interface between the greenway and its trails and roads as an 
element to consider in the design process. Groups identified the importance of making drivers 
aware of trail crossings and encouraging them to slow down. Traffic congestion was seen as both 
a negative and a positive. 

 
Recreation throughout the Greenway 
The main item raised by the focus groups regarding recreation in the greenway was the need to 
provide for a diverse mix of users throughout 
the year. The focus groups identified a number 
of different activities including: 

• Cross country skiing 
• Ice-skating 
• Biking 
• Equestrians including horse drawn 

sleighs and carriages 
• Canoeing 
• Hiking/walking 
• Fishing 
• Historical and cultural recreation 
• Geo-caching 

 
Not all of the recreational activities identified by the focus groups were viewed positively, such 
as hunting and ATVs. Other activities raised both positive and negative reactions, such as 
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• Identify areas where options exist to 
improve water quality and incorporate 
water quality improvement plans in the 
greenway corridor; 

• Convene a Dam Planning Sub-
Committee to develop future goals and 
objectives for the various dams in the 
study area; 

• Create plans for stabilization of the 
stream bed and banks.  

 
Design and Development 

• Define the boundaries of the greenway 
to include the natural and functional elements of needed to preserve its character; 

• Create sustainable design and development options for the new and renovated planned 
within the greenway corridor; 

• Create a comprehensive signage system to provide an identity to the greenway corridor 
and a marketable character to visitors; 

• Ensure road crossings are identifiable to drivers and safe for trail users; 
• Incorporate historic architectural themes and styles. 

 
Recreation throughout the Greenway 

• Create plans for four-season use along 
the greenway corridor and its 
recreational components; 

• Convene a Recreation Sub-Committee 
to work with representatives of the 
numerous user-groups to minimize 
conflicts while providing for a the most 
equitable access possible; 

• Ensure recreation access for users with 
impaired abilities. 

 
Economic Development 

• Explore the economic development potential of heritage tourism within the greenway 
corridor and create strategies to promote the area as such; 

• Engage the local business community to explore how the greenway may benefit their 
establishments; 

• Develop a central community calendar to announce events in each of municipalities along 
the greenway. 

 
Other Important Considerations 
There were issues and concerns identified by the Steering Committee and in previous planning 
studies that did not receive much or any attention at the workshop. While nearly 50 percent of 
the topics were directly addressed, such as the need for access and improving signage, others 
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were only lightly discussed by the focus groups or not dealt with at all. Some of these items, 
which may require additional study and community input, include: 
 

• Developing an identity for the Honeoye Creek Greenway study area accounting for the 
unique attributes of each node (Hamlet of Rush and the Village of Honeoye Falls) and the 
townships and incorporating it into a marketing and signage program for residents and 
visitors alike; 

• Coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community 
in terms of function and use of the area; 

• Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
• Integration of sustainable development including green energy; 
• Indentifying policies, programs and initiatives that will support the thoughtful 

development and sustainability of the greenway corridor; 
• Diversity of the creek and its surrounding environs and the positive and negative aspects 

of these elements; 
• Demonstrating the value of the dam(s) as integral parts of the areas’ present character, 

future development potential, and the positive and negative outcomes of reconstructing, 
replacing, or removing these elements; 

• Use of the greenway corridor focusing on parameters of good principles of conservation; 
• Existing conditions of the study area eliciting positive or negative influences and the 

effects of these on tourism and economic development; 
• Identifying policies, programs and initiatives that will support sustainable economic 

development, balancing responsible watershed management, sound principles of 
conservation, high quality of life, residents concerns, and accessibility to the public at 
large; 

• Ideas for the design of elements that strengthen and complement each other and are 
compatible with existing conditions the community wishes to preserve; 

• Impacts of proposed development on existing infrastructure resources. 
 

In addition, while the focus groups generated a significant number of ideas and outlined broad 
goals, they generally did not identify strategies for their attainment. The steering committee 
should embark on the process of creating strategies for attaining these ideas and goals and 
present these to the community for review and comment. 
 

V. CONCLUSION 
As the vision for the Honeoye Creek Greenway continues to develop, the Steering Committee 
and their consultants are tasked with identifying practical conservation, development and use 
policies for the greenway that can be adopted and implemented. The vision should incorporate 
and address the ideas and concerns of the community and incorporate the information gathered at 
the workshop. Additional outreach and engagement with the public should be encouraged as the 
greenway planning process continues to allow community residents to provide additional input 
and feedback on the progress of the project.  
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APPENDIX A – FOCUS GROUP HANDOUTS FOR HAMLET OF RUSH AND 
HONEOYE CREEK GREENWAY COMMUNITY WORKSHOP 

 
Focus Area 1:  Hamlet of Rush  
 
 
Description:  The focus area includes the Hamlet of Rush, specifically the area contiguous to Honeoye 
Creek.  The boundaries of this area extend from United Methodist Church property on the east to Rush 
Town Hall property abutting Honeoye Creek on the west and include a 1000’ foot area on either side of 
the creek as well as the core area of the hamlet.    
    
 
Primary Focus:  Examine and identify the ways in which Honeoye Creek, especially the historic dam, 
impacts, complements and enhances the hamlet of Rush, and develop strategies to effectively utilize this 
area in terms of its physical, historical, environmental, recreational and economic potential. 
 
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
Condition of the dam and Town of Rush’s sole responsibility for repair and maintenance; 
 
Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including important features or 
sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
 
Historic and Environmental Conservation and Preservation:  
 
Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
 
Appropriate development in/of Town parks; 
 
Linkages afforded by the Lehigh Valley Trail; 
 
Vacant and underutilized structures, buildings and sites; 
 
Needed infrastructure (sewer, water, road) improvements; 
 
Physical improvements to the dam and its immediate area. 
 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area in the hamlet influenced by Honeoye Creek paying 
special attention to: 
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Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
 
Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will promote the thoughtful 
development and sustainability of the hamlet; 

 
Interpreting history, of the natural and built environment;  

 
Identifying ways to maintain and strengthen and build upon the authenticity and character of the 
existing core of the hamlet; 
 
Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement 
each other, providing a “destination” quality to the hamlet and accessible areas along Honeoye 
Creek, encouraging recreation, education and tourism; 
 
Providing for an accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly district; 
 
Demonstrate the value of the dam and surrounding park as an integral part of the hamlet’s 
present character and future development potential. 

 
Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the hamlet that reflects its unique attributes and development 
potential 
 
 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Interpretation of the area focusing on its historic, archeological, cultural and environmental significance; 
 
Enhancing recreational potential of the area, including access to its environs; 
 
Creating additional site amenities and buildings or structures or economic and commercial activities that 
promote use and enjoyment of the area; 
 
Providing for coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community in 
terms of function and use of the area; 
 
Reuse of existing buildings and structures (especially the dam) including potential renovations that 
would strengthen the aesthetic and functional quality of the area;  
 
Economic development, including ideas about attracting additional businesses;   
 
Signage, way finding and physical improvements that support a friendly pedestrian environment and 
access to the creek; 
 
Attractive and functional parking and circulation strategy; 
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Infrastructure improvement; 
 
Blending new development with the intrinsic character of the existing Community; 
 
Using Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about water quality and watershed 
management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable development, and use of 
alternative energy. 
 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Community demographics; 
Ongoing maintenance, reconstruction or replacement of the dam; 
Diversity of users; 
Central location for Town Government functions; 
Green spaces; 
Pedestrian paths, crossing areas, traffic calming elements; 
Potential trail development, utilizing the core of the hamlet as a destination; 
Opportunity for public education; 
Modification and addition to existing lighting; 
Signage and way-finding; 
Accessibility and access; 
Community gathering spaces; 
Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
 
Assignment:  Discuss and record ideas both in writing and on base drawings, that relate to the topics 
outlined here, that will serve as a basis for future exploration and development and project execution in 
the study area that will further your suggestions.  
 
Focus Area 2:  Village of Honeoye Falls  
 
 
Description:  The focus area includes the Village of Honeoye Falls, specifically the area contiguous to 
Honeoye Creek.  The boundaries of this area extend from Ontario St. on the south to Monroe Street Park 
on the west and include a 100-foot area on either side of the creek as well as the core area of the village.    
 
 
Primary Focus:  Examine and identify the ways in which Honeoye Creek complements and enhances 
the Village of Honeoye Falls, and develop strategies to effectively utilize this area in terms of its 
physical, historical, environmental, recreational and economic, potential. 
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1:  Concerns:   
 
Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including important features or 
sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
 
Historic and Environmental Conservation and Preservation;  
 
Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
 
Linkages afforded by potential future trail connections; 
 
Lower Falls dam and its potential as a bird sanctuary and destination with fishing access and an 
observation area; 
 
Vacant and underutilized structures, buildings and sites; 
 
Appropriate development in/of Village Parks; 
 
Physical improvements to the collapsed lower dam and its immediate area. 
 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area in the village influenced by Honeoye Creek paying 
special attention to: 
 

Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
 
Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will promote the thoughtful 
development and sustainability of the village; 

 
Interpreting history, of the natural and built environment;  

 
Identifying ways to maintain and strengthen and build upon the authenticity and character of the 
existing core of the village; 
 
Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement 
each other, providing a “destination” quality to the village and accessible areas along Honeoye 
Creek, encouraging recreation, education and tourism; 
 
Providing for an accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly area; 
 
Demonstrating the value of the dam as an integral part of the village’s present character and 
future development potential. 
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Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the Village that reflects its unique attributes and creek side 
development potential. 
 
 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Interpretation of the area focusing on its historic, archeological, cultural and environmental significance; 
 
Enhancing Recreational potential of the area, including access to its environs; 
 
Creating additional site amenities and buildings or structures or economic and commercial activities that 
promote use and enjoyment of the area; 
 
Providing for coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community in 
terms of function and use of the area; 
 
Identify opportunities for reuse of existing buildings and structures including potential renovations that 
would strengthen the aesthetic and functional quality of the area and creek side enhancements;  
 
Economic development, including ideas about attracting additional businesses;   
 
Signage, way finding and physical improvements that support a friendly pedestrian environment and 
access to the creek; 
 
Attractive and functional viewing, parking and circulation; 
 
Linkages to the Lehigh Valley Linear Park and Trail, and to other planned trail systems in the vicinity; 
 
Using Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about water quality and watershed 
management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable development, and use of 
alternative energy. 
 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Community Demographics; 
Dam reconstruction or replacement; 
Diversity of users; 
Centralization of Town and Village Government functions; 
Green spaces; 
Pedestrian paths, crossing areas, traffic calming elements; 
Potential trail development, utilizing the core of the village as a destination; 
Opportunity for public education; 
Modification and addition to existing lighting; 
Signage and way-finding; 
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Accessibility and access; 
Community gathering spaces; 
Further enhancement of creek bed and creek side land; 
Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
 
Assignment:  Discuss and record ideas both in writing and on base drawings, that relate to the topics 
outlined here, that will serve as a basis for future exploration and development and project execution in 
the study area that will further your suggestions.  
 
Focus Area 3:  Recreation, Historic and Cultural Features  
 
 
Description:  This focus area encompasses the boundaries of the Hamlet of Rush and Honeoye Creek 
Greenway project area as well as appropriate contiguous areas along Honeoye Creek, the hamlet of Rush 
and the Village of Honeoye Falls.  
 
 
Primary Focus: Discuss the topic subjects and identify the opportunities and strategies for encouraging 
and supporting recreation, tourism, and preserving and celebrating the area’s historic and cultural 
features.     
 
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
The historic dams and in both Rush and Honeoye Falls, maintenance, restoration, upkeep, access; 
 
Lack of public access, principally due to private land ownership; 
 
Natural changes to water levels throughout the year, including areas subject to periodic flooding; 
 
Creek maintenance – debris and erosion control; 
 
Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including creek bed morphology 
and important features or sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
 
Historic Preservation of significant buildings, structures and sites; 
 
Balancing public access with environmental conservation;  
 
Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
 
Linkages afforded by the Lehigh Valley and other Trails; 
 
Physical improvements to facilitate access use, and interpretation of various key sites in the study area;  
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Limited recreational use; 
 
Lack of unified plan and resulting potential for duplicative facility improvements across municipal 
boundaries. 
 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for improving and enhancing current and future development of the area impacted by 
Honeoye Creek that includes themes that reflect identity of the area with this important natural resource, 
paying special attention to: 
 

Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
 
Matching future use and enhancement with the unique characteristics of creek bed and creek 
banks;  
 
Increasing year-around use and access for recreation along the creek; 
 
Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will support the thoughtful 
development and sustainability of the area; 

 
Interpreting history of the natural and built environment;  

 
Identifying ways to maintain and strengthen and build upon the authenticity and character of the 
existing area; 
 
Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement 
each other, providing a “destination” quality to the corridor, encouraging recreation, education 
and tourism; 
 
Providing accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly facilities; 
 
Demonstrating the value of the dam(s)as integral parts of the area’s present character and future 
development potential; 
 
Identification of new opportunities for recreational use. 
 

Develop a theme, identity, and vision for enhancement of these resources that complement similar 
values for other use opportunities in the study area. 
 
 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Interpretation of the area focusing on its historic, archeological, cultural and environment significance; 
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Enhancing recreational potential of the area, opportunity to connect with existing trail systems, creating 
new trails, including water trails, where appropriate and giving consideration to access to its environs; 
 
Increasing year-around use and access opportunities; 
 
Creating additional site amenities, buildings or structures that promote recreational activity and tourism, 
and the use and enjoyment of the area by its residents and the community at large; 
 
Reuse of existing buildings and structures (especially the dam) including potential renovations that 
would strengthen the recreational, historic, and cultural qualities of the area;  
 
Recreational or historic/cultural economic development, including ideas about attracting additional 
businesses;   
 
Signage, way- finding and physical improvements that enhance recreational and cultural/historic values 
of the area; 
 
Enhancement/modification of the creek to increase recreational value and use; 
 
Opportunities to use the Honeoye Creek Valley as an important natural resource to educate about, the 
areas’ recreation, culture, and history; protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable 
development, and use of alternative energy; 
 
Connecting Honeoye Falls with the Lehigh Valley linear trail and other nearby trails. 
 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Existing land use, environment, and ecology of the corridor; 
Dam reconstruction or replacement; 
Diversity of users; 
Diversity of the creek morphology; 
Green spaces and creation of a continuous greenway; 
Potential trail development, utilizing the core of the hamlet, village and appropriate sites along Honeoye 
Creek as a destination; 
Opportunities for preservation, restoration, and public education; 
Signage and way-finding; 
Accessibility; 
Conservation easements and other open space protection strategies; 
Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
 
Assignment:  Discuss and record ideas both in writing and on base drawings, that relate to the topics 
outlined here, that will serve as a basis for future exploration and development and project execution in 
the study area that will further your suggestions.  
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Focus Area 4:  Land Use, Water Quality, Watershed Management, Environmental 
Protection, Open Space  
 
 
Description:  This focus area encompasses the boundaries of the Hamlet of Rush and Honeoye Creek 
Greenway project area as well as appropriate contiguous areas along Honeoye Creek, the Hamlet of 
Rush and the Village of Honeoye Falls.  
 
 
Primary Focus:  Discuss the topic subjects and examine existing conditions, exploring ideas to protect 
and preserve the area in terms of land use and watershed management, giving consideration to 
environmental protection and preservation of open space.  
 
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
Existing conditions in study area involving threats posed; 
 
Management of upper portions of watershed, including Honeoye Lake; 
 
Run off affecting the water quality of the Creek; 
 
Natural changes to the water levels throughout the year, including areas subject to periodic flooding; 
 
The extent of private development and its quality; 
 
Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including habitat and  important 
features or sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
 
Continuing and enforceable historic and environmental conservation and preservation:  
 
Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
 
Balancing access to sites for interpretation (historic, archeological, natural) with appropriate techniques 
and development strategies favoring conservation and preservation; 
 
Lack of unified plan, differing land use management laws, and potential for duplicative management 
strategies across municipal boundaries; 
 
Physical improvements to the dam(s) and its immediate area(s) and other areas along Honeoye Creek. 
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2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area, enhancing it as a destination while considering the 
impact of development, as well as the appropriateness of certain types of development, with sensitivity 
to conserving its inherent physical, cultural and environmental significance, paying special attention to: 
 

Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
 
Matching future use and enhancement with the unique character of the creek bed, creek banks, 
and riparian habitats; 
 
Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will support thoughtful 
development and sustainability within the framework of responsible watershed management and 
good principles of conservation; 
 
Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement  
each other, providing a “destination” quality to the corridor encouraging education while 
promoting conservation;  
 
Identifying appropriate land and resource management strategies; 
 
Demonstrating the value of the dam(s) as integral parts of the areas’ present character and future 
conservation potential. 
 

Develop a theme, identity, and vision for conservation and environmental protection that complements 
similar values for other use opportunities in the corridor. 
 
 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Use of the area focusing on the parameters of good principles of conservation; 
 
Compatible land and water management policies, programs and initiatives of municipalities and 
government agencies; 
 
Creating additional site amenities, economic and commercial activities that are compatible with resource 
conservation, use, and enjoyment; 
 
Providing for coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community in 
terms of function and use of the area; 
 
Preserving and conserving the area with special attention to the impact of development, access and 
needs for future management;  
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Creating an attractive and functional parking and circulation strategy that provides access to the public 
balanced with respect for and balanced with the need for conservation; 
 
Opportunities to use the Honeoye Creek Valley as an important natural resource to educate about water 
quality and watershed management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable 
development, and use of alternative energy. 
 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Dam reconstruction or replacement; 
Existing land use, environment, and ecology of the corridor; 
Diversity of users; 
Diversity of stream morphology and habitat; 
Greenspaces and creation of a continuous greenway; 
Opportunities for preservation, restoration, enhancement of ecology and qualities of the natural 
environment; 
Accessibility; 
Management of land not in public ownership; 
Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
 
Assignment:  Discuss and record ideas both in writing and on base drawings, that relate to the topics 
outlined here, that will serve as a basis for future exploration and development and project execution in 
the study area that will further your suggestions.  

Focus Area 5:  Tourism and Economic Development 
 
 
Description:  This focus area encompasses the boundaries of the Hamlet of Rush and  
Honeoye Creek Greenway project area as well as appropriate contiguous areas along Honeoye Creek the 
Hamlet of Rush and the Village of Honeoye Falls. 
 
 
Primary Focus: Examine ways in which Honeoye Creek complements and enhances the Hamlet of 
Rush, Village of Honeoye Falls an environs, and identify opportunities to further tourism and economic 
development 
 
 
1:  Concerns:   

 
Existing conditions in study area considering positive and negative aspects and the effects of 
encouraging or discouraging tourism and economic development; 
 
Public policy and regulations affecting future development; 
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Balance of community quality of life issues with attracting tourists and business to area; 
 
Lack of public ownership and need for private landowner/developer support and cooperation; 
 
Facilities, circulation (pedestrian and vehicular) and parking; 
 
Public and private amenities and infrastructure (existing, needed, and conditions requiring maintenance; 
 
Marketing the study area – the current perceptions and opportunities. 
 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area, enhancing it as a destination with particular attention 
to tourism and economic development potential with particular attention to: 
 

Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
 
Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement which will support economic 
development within the framework of responsible watershed management and good principles of 
conservation, consideration for quality of life and balance between residents’ concerns and 
accessibility to the public at large; 

 
Matching future development/business promotion with the existing qualities of the hamlet and 
village, and opportunities for water dependent and water enhanced development along the 
corridor; 
 
Ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement  each other, 
and are compatible with existing conditions and amenities. 
 

Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the hamlet, village, and area that would be  
attractive to business and development promotion. 
 
 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Use of the area focusing on the parameters of good principles of sustainability; 
 
Utilizing the potential of the area to promote tourism including alternative energy use and historic 
preservation; 
 
Strengthening existing businesses and exploring possibilities for new ones; 
 
Increasing year-around use and access; 
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Creating additional site amenities, buildings or structures, or economic and commercial activities that 
promote use and enjoyment of the area; 
 
Providing a destination quality to the hamlet, village, and area; 
 
Coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community in terms of 
function and use of the area; 
 
Enhancing business opportunities in the area with special attention to the impact of development, access, 
and needs for future infrastructure;  
 
Marketing the area to attract visitors and patrons; 
 
Use of Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about sustainability, protection and 
stewardship of the environment, and use of alternative energy. 
 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Existing and proposed infrastructure; 
Community demographics; 
Diversity of users/patrons; 
Existing land use and character; 
Water dependent and water enhanced development; 
Business and tourism planning, both local and regional; 
Signage and way-finding; 
Accessibility; 
Community gathering spaces; 
Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
 
Assignment:  Discuss and record ideas both in writing and on base drawings, that relate to the topics 
outlined here, that will serve as a basis for future exploration and development and project execution in 
the study area that will further your suggestions.  
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APPENDIX  B – TRANSCRIPTIONS OF FOCUS GROUP NOTES 

Focus Group 1: Rush Hamlet 
 

I. WATERWAY 
• Canoe access (ADA issues) 
• Historic recreation of mill 
• Feature 
• Fishing 
• Water 

o Drinking 
• Public bathrooms 
• Silo base 

II. DESTINATION 
• Thru-traffic  

o Congestion  
o Opportunity 

III. RECREATION  
• Lehigh Valley Trail 
• Snowmobile 
• More signage and parking 
• Promotion 

IV. DAM REDEVELOPMENT  
• Boardwalk (from North) to trail 
• Dredging 
• Training site for swift water rescue, emergency preparations 

V. LEHIGH ST.  
• Reconfigure 
• Visitor center  
• Marking system 
• Kiosk 

 
ROUNDTABLE 
 
Water:  

Canoe above dam 
 Water access (fishing - ADA issues) 
 Drinkable water 

Mini power at dam (mill); south side gates (control flows) 
Enhanced light of dam 
Walkway above dam to cross? 
Signage at 15A (parking) pavilion 
Repair mill silo octagon base 
Mile markers on trail 
Trail crossing 15A 
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Retail Development: 
 By pizza shop adjacent to park north of Lehigh St. 
 Infill comm. on 15A 
 Clean up parking on Park Lane 
 
Community Center 
 
Recreation:  

Outdoor season 
 Non-legal snowmobiles - (Creekside Restaurant, maintain trail) 
 Cross country skiing  

Horses 
Biking 

 Pedestrian 
 
Roads/Traffic: 
 Eliminate thru traffic in Hamlet? 
 Slow down 
 West Henrietta Road trail intersection needs attention 

Focus Group 2: Honeoye Falls Village 
 

I. BRAINSTORMING IDEAS 
• Connection with Lehigh Valley Trail 
• Strategy to make accessible one or both sides of creek to full use by pedestrians 

o Cross over with bridges 
o Acquire parcels over time 

• Enhance existing trail – Zebulon Norton trail 
o Widen 
o Add some bridges – pedestrian bridges at existing abutments 
o Stairways – new and refurbish 

• Lower dam – save historic pieces; overlooks/bird 
• Norton Grille Row – acquire and develop as trail  
• Exist 
• Two trails through village 

o On main street as an urban trail/village 
o Along creek 

• Name trail after Millrace (historic) owners – York Foundry Trail 
• Canoe from Honeoye Lake down creek to Genesee River 
• One Big Eddy 

o Community owned, community done 
• East Street and bridge 

o Change railings 
o Enhance pedestrian viewpoint 

• More lighting of trail and Main Street 
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• Signage program  
o Trail symbol 
o Destination information plaques 

• Winter Activities Promotion 
o Cross country skiing 
o Ice skating 

• Horse drawn carriage and sleigh 
• Alternate existing trail 

Focus Group 3: Recreation, Historic and Cultural Features 
 

I. CONCERNS 
• Combine historical areas together in a particular fashion with trails in mind 

o  Identifying, recognizing and protecting historical areas 
• Make sure areas are identified trail usage (walking, riding horses, etc.) 
• Bridges across creeks in  

o Rush (park development connection to trail) 
o Honeoye Falls (Railway bridge) 

• More identifiable area where one can fish, etc.  (cannot on private land) 
• * Negotiating public access to private lands (railway bridge, along creek trail) and add 

more areas for access 
• * Connect the future development of the Rush Park behind the Town Hall to the trail 

system 
• Coordinating zoning along creekside property between municipalities 
• 100-year floodplain 
• Preserving wetlands 
• Drainage issues related to trails 
• Parking access to public on all areas 

o Identification of areas on a park map, etc. 
• Usage of creek  
• Trail preparation 
• Snowmobile usage (dedicate trails – separate issue) 
 

II. GOALS 
• Promote historic preservation in all areas 
• Combine recreational areas together 

o Links to trails (Mapping, identification,  educating, websites) 
• Interpretive signage 
• Sustainable design (transportation system) 
• Museum - Role in connecting all areas of historic significance (outdoor at Rochester 

Junction)  
• Complete use of creek 
• “Genesee Waterways Center” as a resource in developing creek educational resources on 

trails, opportunities, history 
• Community involvement, along with municipality development 
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• Sponsor activities along trail 
• Coordinate events (towns, villages) 
• Define and promote cultural areas 
• Developing partnerships (non-for-profit)  

o Mendon Foundation 
o Victor Hiking Club 
o Rush Rec 
o HGL Historical Society 

• Applying for grants 

Focus Group 4: Land Use, Water Quality, Watershed Management, Open Space and 
Environmental Protection 
 

I. DAM 
• Stabilization 
• Increased use and potential 
• Preservation  
• FEMA grants available for disaster mitigation 

o Assess risk 
o Siltation upstream – Larsen says no 

• Water quality 
o Effects of on-site systems 
o Large swings in discharge 

 Low seasonal lows  
 No control at lake   

 
II. STREAM CORRIDOR 

• Access 
• Private property owner’s attitude 

o Did Monroe County sell part of railroad ROW near Sibley Road/Monroe Street 
to private owners? 

• Public fishing program 
• Window for canoeing limits opportunities 
• Need program for clear and drag 
• Mendon Foundation objective to link Sibleyville Property along creek 

 
III. FURTHER ISSUES 

• If Greenway on public lands 
o Look to develop buffers  
o Work with private owners to develop buffers 

• Conservation easements may work to obtain access and corridor protection 
• Swimming?  

o NYS code requirements  
• Problems on trail 

o ATV use 
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o Hunters 
• What about old dam in Honeoye Falls? 
• Formalized trail system in villages will help local businesses 
• Rush Dam – school districts are using, but more formalized access needed for fishing 

education 
• Bridges as access points 
• Fishing may need better definition and promotion – warm water system 
• Kiosk(s) in park areas similar to river/canal trails (history and assets) 
• “High Flows”- Limited boating window, but let potential users know when adequate 

flows occur 
• Use of “Quid pro Quo” bargaining with potential developers to obtain corridor protection 

/access through new developments 
• Municipalities may want to adopt codes that require green practices 

o Implementation of BMP’s 
• Erosion   

o Log jam south and west of Hamlet 
o Sibleyville – some flooding 
o Consider how future developments maximize impact of flooding/floodplains 

 
IV. SUMMARY 

• Dam 
o Both Rush and Honeoye Falls dams 
o Preservation, not removal 
o Focal point 
o FEMA funding opportunity 
o Educational and historic resource 

• Major early task 
o Sell concept to private owners 
o Find links along the corridor 

• Access Points 
o Linking trail and waterway 
o Conservation easements 
o Kiosks needed at access points, view sheds, historical features 

• Bargain for stream corridor access with developers  
o Conservation easements 
o Plans and zoning codes 

• Water Quality and Erosion 
o Green buffers 

 Immediate on public lands 
 Future 

∗ Agricultural lands 
∗ Private lands 

o No control of lake, large swings in flow 
o Swimming – must meet NYS regulations 
o Fishery – restaurants, businesses, tourism 
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Focus Group 5: Tourism and Economic Development 
 

I. HISTORIC ASPECTS 
• Early settlers 
• Native American (ownership) inventory 

II. WAYS GREENWAY CAN ADD TO COMMUNITY 
• Concerns 

o Zero growth interests 
o Public access greenway/amenity 
o Sewers/water 

• Positives 
o Creek 
o Trail 
o Dam 
o Year round 
o Creekside 
o Wildwood 
o Rochester Woods wine tour corridor 
o Vista’s 
o Railroad/museum 
o MCC area 
o County assistance (local point person) 

• Challenges 
o Snowmobile 
o ATV 
o Emergency 
o Lack of parking 
o Bus route 
o Industry 
o BOCES 
o County assistance (local point person) 

• Business Development (cost/maintenance) 
o Tourism zone – special regulation 
o Industrial  
o Commercial  
o Local development corporation? 

 
III. STRATEGIES 

• Need leadership, assistance, guidance to promote economic growth  
o County       
o Business associations       
o Chambers of Commerce      
o Other local groups participation 

• Look to build community consensus on development 
• Broaden participation in community 

o Better newspaper coverage 
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o Town newsletters 
o Local organization linkage 

• Tourism 
o Cross community calendar 
o Identify our section of trail (unique) 
o Geo cache 

• Link to other communities 
• Access and amenities 
• Steps and better access to creek 
• Park linkage within corridor 
• Include large business within focus area 

 
 



HONEOYE CREEK GREENWAY 

30 
 

APPENDIX C – FOCUS GROUP MAPS 
 

I. RUSH HAMLET 
 

II. HONEOYE FALLS VILLAGE (MAP 1) 
 

III. HONEOYE FALLS VILLAGE (MAP 2) 
 

IV. RECREATION, HISTORIC AND CULTURAL FEATURES 
 

V. LAND USE, WATER QUALITY, WATERSHED MANAGEMENT, OPEN SPACE, AND ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION 
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APPENDIX D – IDEAS FROM NOVEMBER 3, 2007 WORKSHOP ORGANIZED 
BY CATEGORY 
 

I. WAYS GREENWAYS CAN ADD TO THE COMMUNITY 
• Concerns 

o Zero growth interests 
o Public access Greenway/amenity 
o Sewers/water 

• Positives 
o Creek 
o Trail 
o Dam 
o Year Round 
o Creekside 
o Wildwood 
o Rochester Woods wine tour corridor 
o Vista’s 
o Railroad/museum 
o Monroe Community College area 
o County assistance (local point person) 

• Challenges 
o Snowmobile 
o ATV 
o Emergency 
o Lack of parking  
o Bus route 
o Industry 
o BOCES 
o County assistance (local point person) 

 
II. COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT AND COORDINATION 

• Community owned, community done 
• Community involvement, along with municipality development 
• Coordinating zoning with creekside property uniform between municipalities 

o Municipalities may want to adopt codes that require green practices- 
implementation of BMP’s 

• Coordinate events (towns, villages) 
• Developing partnerships (non-for-profit)  

o Mendon Foundation 
o Victor Hiking 
o Rush Rec 
o HGL Historical Society 

• One big Eddy 
o Look to build community consensus on development 
o Broaden participation in community 
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 Better newspaper coverage 
 Town newsletters 
 Local organization linkage 

 
III. ACCESS AND CONNECTIVITY 

• Usage of creek 
• Bridges as access points 
• Mendon Foundation objective to link Sibleyville Property along creek 
• Combine recreational areas together;  links to trails (Mapping, identification,  educating, 

websites) 
• Connection with Lehigh Valley Trail 
• Linking trail and waterway 
• Canoe access 

o Canoe access (ADA issues)  
o Canoe above dam 
o Window for canoeing limits boat opportunities 
o “High Flows”- Limited boating window, but let potential users know when 

adequate flows occur 
o Canoe from Honeoye Lake down creek to Genesee River 

• Trail access 
o Boardwalk (from North) to trail  
o Strategy to make accessible one or both sides of creek to full use by pedestrians 

 cross over with bridges 
 Acquire parcels over time 

o Bridges across creeks access in Rush (park development connection to trail); 
Honeoye Falls (Railway bridge); 

o Walkway above dam to cross? 
• Fishing access 

o Fishing 
 Public fishing program 

o Fishing may need better definition and promotion- warm water system 
o Rush Dam- school districts are using, but more formalized access needed for 

fishing education 
o Water access (fishing) ADA issues  
o More identifiable area where one can fish, etc.  (cannot on private land) 
o Fishery – restaurants, businesses, tourism 

• Methods to improve access 
o Norton Grille Row- acquire and develop as trail 
o Private property owner’s attitude 

 Did Monroe County sell part of railroad ROW near Sibley Road/Monroe 
Street to private owners? 

o If Greenway on public lands, look to develop buffers  
o work with private owners to develop buffers 
o * Negotiating public access to private lands (railway bridge, along creek trail) 

and add more areas for access 
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 Conservation easements may work to obtain access and corridor 
protection 

 Use of “Quid pro Quo” bargaining with potential developments to obtain 
corridor protection /access  

 Sell concept to private owners; finding links along the corridor  
o Conservation easements 
o Comprehensive planning and zoning codes 

 
IV. HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND CULTURAL RESOURCE TOURISM 

• Historic recreation of mill  
• Repair mill silo octagon base 
• Promote historic preservation in all areas 
• Define and promote cultural areas 
• Combine historical areas together in a particular fashion with trails in mind; 

o Identifying, recognizing and protecting historical areas 
• Museum- role in connecting all areas of historic significance (outdoor Rochester 

Junction) 
• “Genesee Waterways Center” as a resource in developing creek educational resources on 

trails, opportunities, history 
• Historic aspects 

o Early settlers 
o Native American (ownership) Inventory 

 
V. WATER AND THE ENVIRONMENT 

• Water- drinking 
• Drinkable water  
• 100 year flood plain 
• Preserving wetlands 
• FEMA grants available for disaster mitigation 

o Assess risk 
o Siltation upstream/ Larsen says no. 

• Water quality 
o Effects of on-site systems 
o Large swings in discharge 

 Low seasonal lows  
 No control at lake   

• Erosion   
 Log jam S+W of Hamlet 
 Sibley Ville - some flooding 

• Consider how future developments maximize impact of flooding/flood plains 
• Green buffers- immediate on public future AG and private lands 
• Dam development 

o Dredging 
o Need program for clear and drag 
o Enhanced light of dam 
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o Lower dam- save historic pieces; overlooks/bird 
 What about old dam in HF (as opposed to Falls) 

o Both Rush and HF dams 
 Preservation, not removal 
 Focal point 
 FEMA funding opportunity 

o Educational / Historic resource 
• Stream maintenance 

o Stabilization 
o Increased use and potential 
o Preservation  

 
VI. DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT 

• Public bathrooms 
• Visitor center  
• East Street and bridge  

o change railings 
o enhance pedestrian viewpoint 

• More lighting of trail and Main Street 
• Sustainable design (transportation system) 
• Drainage issues related to trails 
• Trail preparation 
• Applying for grants 
• Roads 

o Thru-traffic congestion/opportunity 
o Reconfigure Lehigh Street 
o Trail crossing 15A 
o Clean up parking on Park Lane 
o Eliminate thru traffic in Hamlet?  
o Slow down 
o West Henrietta Rd. Trail intersection needs attention 

• More signage/parking 
• Parking access to public on all areas; identification of areas on a park map, etc. 
• Signage program- trail symbol; destination information plaques 
• Interpretive signage 
• Make sure areas are identified trail usage (walking, riding horses, etc.) 
• Marking system 
• Kiosk 
• Kiosk(s) in park areas similar to river/ canal trails (history and assets) 
• Mile markers on trail 
• Signage at 15A (parking) pavilion 
• Enhance existing trail- Zebulon Norton trail 

o Widen 
o Add some bridges – pedestrian bridges at existing abutments 
o Stairways- new and refurbish 
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• Two trails through village:  
o on main street as an urban trail/village 
o along creek 

• Name trail after Millrace (historic) owners- York Foundry Trail 
• Kiosks needed at access points, view sheds, historical features 

 
VII. RECREATION THROUGHOUT GREENWAY CORRIDOR 

• Outdoor Season 
• Winter Activities Promotion- cross country skiing, ice skating 
• Cross country skiing 
• Houses/biking 
• Pedestrian 
• Combine historical areas together in a particular fashion with trails in mind; 

o Identifying, recognizing and protecting historical areas 
• Canoeing 
• Fishing 
• Snowmobile 

o Snowmobile usage (dedicate trails separate issue) 
o Non-legal snowmobiles -  (Creekside Restaurant); maintain trail 

• Horse drawn carriage and sleigh 
• Swimming? NYS sanitary code  

o Swimming - must meet NYS regulations 
• Problems on trail- ATV use, hunters 
 

VIII. ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
• Promotion 
• Training site- swift water, emergency preparations 
• Mini power at dam (mill); south side gates (control flows) 
• Formalized trail system in villages will help local businesses 
• By pizza shop adjacent to park north of Lehigh St. 
• Infill comm. on 15A 
• Sponsor activities along trail 
• Business Development (cost/maintenance) 

o Tourism zone – special regulation 
o Industrial  
o Commercial  
o Local Development Corporation? 

• Need leadership, assistance, guidance to promote economic growth 
o county?       
o business associations       
o Chambers of Commerce      
o other local groups participation 

• Strategies 
o Tourism 

 Cross community calendar 
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 Identify our section of trail (unique) 
 Geo cache 

o Link to other communities 
o Access and amenities 
o Steps/better access- creek 
o Park linkage within corridor 
o Include large business within focus area 
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APPENDIX E – EVALUATION OF WORKSHOP FOCUS GROUPS ADDRESSING 
HANDOUT ACTION ITEMS 
 
Y - Addressed 
M – Moderately addressed 
N – Not addressed 

 
Focus Area 1:  Hamlet of Rush  
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
Y Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including important features or 
sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
Y Historic and Environmental Conservation and Preservation: 
Y Needed infrastructure (sewer, water, road) improvements 
Y Physical improvements to the dam and its immediate area. 
 
M Condition of the dam and Town of Rush’s sole responsibility for repair and maintenance; 
M Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
M Appropriate development in/of Town parks; 
M Linkages afforded by the Lehigh Valley Trail; 
 
N Vacant and underutilized structures, buildings and sites; 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area in the hamlet influenced by Honeoye Creek paying 
special attention to: 
 

Y Interpreting history, of the natural and built environment;  
Y Identifying ways to maintain and strengthen and build upon the authenticity and character of 
the existing core of the hamlet; 
Y Providing for an accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly district; 
 
 
M Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will promote the 
thoughtful development and sustainability of the hamlet; 
M Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and 
complement  each other, providing a “destination” quality to the hamlet and accessible areas 
along Honeoye Creek, encouraging recreation, education and tourism; 
M Demonstrate the value of the dam and surrounding park as an integral part of the hamlet’s 
present character and future development potential. 

 
N Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
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N Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the hamlet that reflects its unique attributes and development 
potential 
 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Y Interpretation of the area focusing on its historic, archeological, cultural and environmental 
significance; 
Y Enhancing recreational potential of the area, including access to its environs; 
Y Creating additional site amenities and buildings or structures or economic and commercial activities 
that promote use and enjoyment of the area; 
Y Reuse of existing buildings and structures (especially the dam) including potential renovations that 
would strengthen the aesthetic and functional quality of the area;  
Y Economic development, including ideas about attracting additional businesses;   
Y Signage, way finding and physical improvements that support a friendly pedestrian environment and 
access to the creek; 
Y Using Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about water quality and watershed 
management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable development, and use of 
alternative energy. 
 
M Providing for coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community 
in terms of function and use of the area; 
M Attractive and functional parking and circulation strategy; 
M Infrastructure improvement 
M Blending new development with the intrinsic character of the existing Community; 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Y Ongoing maintenance, reconstruction or replacement of the dam 
Y Diversity of users 
Y Green spaces 
Y Pedestrian paths, crossing areas, traffic calming elements  
Y Opportunity for public education 
Y Signage and way-finding 
Y Accessibility and access 
Y Community gathering spaces 
Y Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
M Potential trail development, utilizing the core of the hamlet as a destination 
 
N Modification and addition to existing lighting 
N Central location for Town Government functions 
N Community demographics 
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Focus Area 2:  Village of Honeoye Falls  
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
Y Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including important features or 
sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
Y Historic and Environmental Conservation and Preservation;  
Y Linkages afforded by potential future trail connections; 
Y Lower Falls dam and its potential as a bird sanctuary and destination with fishing access and an 
observation area; 
Y Physical improvements to the collapsed lower dam and its immediate area. 
 
M Vacant and underutilized structures, buildings and sites; 
M Appropriate development in/of Village Parks 
 
N Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area in the village influenced by Honeoye Creek paying 
special attention to: 
 

Y Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
Y Demonstrating the value of the dam as an integral part of the village’s present character and 
future development potential. 
Y Interpreting history, of the natural and built environment;  

 
M Identifying ways to maintain and strengthen and build upon the authenticity and character of 
the existing core of the village; 
M Providing for an accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly area; 

M Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the Village that reflects its unique attributes and creek side 
development potential. 
 

N Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement  
each other, providing a “destination” quality to the village and accessible areas along Honeoye 
Creek, encouraging recreation, education and tourism; 
N Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will promote the 
thoughtful development and sustainability of the village; 

 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Y Enhancing Recreational potential of the area, including access to its environs; 
Y Identify opportunities for reuse of existing buildings and structures including potential renovations 
that would strengthen the aesthetic and functional quality of the area and creek side enhancements;  
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Y Signage, way finding and physical improvements that support a friendly pedestrian environment and 
access to the creek; 
Y Linkages to the Lehigh Valley Linear Park and Trail, and to other planned trail systems in the vicinity: 
 
M Interpretation of the area focusing on its historic, archeological, cultural and environmental 
significance; 
 
N Creating additional site amenities and buildings or structures or economic and commercial activities 
that promote use and enjoyment of the area; 
N Providing for coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community 
in terms of function and use of the area; 
N Economic development, including ideas about attracting additional businesses;   
N Attractive and functional viewing, parking and circulation:  
N Using Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about water quality and watershed 
management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable development, and use of 
alternative energy. 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Y Dam reconstruction or replacement; 
Y Diversity of users; 
Y Green spaces; 
Y Pedestrian paths, crossing areas, traffic calming elements  
Y Potential trail development, utilizing the core of the village as a destination; 
Y Opportunity for public education; 
Y Modification and addition to existing lighting; 
Y Signage and way-finding; 
 
M Accessibility and access; 
 
N Centralization of Town and Village Government functions; 
N Community Demographics 
N Community gathering spaces 
N Further enhancement of creek bed and creek side land 
N Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
Focus Area 3:  Recreation, Historic and Cultural Features  
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
Y Lack of public access, principally due to private land ownership; 
Y Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including creek bed morphology 
and important features or sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
Y Historic Preservation of significant buildings, structures and sites; 
Y Balancing public access with environmental conservation;  
Y Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
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Y Linkages afforded by the Lehigh Valley and other Trails; 
 
M Natural changes to water levels throughout the year, including areas subject to periodic flooding; 
M Physical improvements to facilitate access use, and interpretation of various key sites in the study 
area;  
M Limited recreational use 
M Lack of unified plan and resulting potential for duplicative facility improvements across municipal 
boundaries 
 
N The historic dams and in both Rush and Honeoye Falls, maintenance, restoration, upkeep, access; 
N Creek maintenance – debris and erosion control; 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for improving and enhancing current and future development of the area impacted by 
Honeoye Creek that includes themes that reflect identity of the area with this important natural resource, 
paying special attention to: 
 

Y Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 
Y Interpreting history of the natural and built environment;  
Y Identifying ways to maintain and strengthen and build upon the authenticity and character of 
the existing area; 
Y Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement  
each other, providing a “destination” quality to the corridor, encouraging recreation, education 
and tourism; 
 
M Matching future use and enhancement with the unique characteristics of creek bed and creek 
banks;  
M Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will support the 
thoughtful development and sustainability of the area; 
M Providing accessible pedestrian and bicycle friendly facilities; 
M Identification of new opportunities for recreational use. 

M Develop a theme, identity, and vision for enhancement of these resources that complement similar 
values for other use opportunities in the study area. 

 
N Increasing year-around use and access for recreation along the creek; 
N Demonstrating the value of the dam(s)as integral parts of the area’s present character and 
future development potential; 

 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Y Interpretation of the area focusing on its historic, archeological, cultural and environment significance; 
Y Enhancing recreational potential of the area, opportunity to connect with existing trail systems, 
creating new trails, including water trails, where appropriate and giving consideration to access to its 
environs; 
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Y Creating additional site amenities, buildings or structures that promote recreational activity and 
tourism, and the use and enjoyment of the area by its residents and the community at large; 
Y Recreational or historic/cultural economic development, including ideas about attracting additional 
businesses;   
Y Signage, way- finding and physical improvements that enhance recreational and cultural/historic 
values of the area; 
Y Opportunities to use the Honeoye Creek Valley as an important natural resource to educate about, the 
areas’ recreation, culture, and history; protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable 
development, and use of alternative energy. 
Y Connecting Honeoye Falls with the Lehigh Valley linear trail and other nearby trails 
 
M Reuse of existing buildings and structures (especially the dam) including potential renovations that 
would strengthen the recreational, historic, and cultural qualities of the area;  
 
N Increasing year-around use and access opportunities; 
N Enhancement/modification of the creek to increase recreational value and use; 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Y Existing land use, environment, and ecology of the corridor; 
Y Diversity of users; 
Y Green spaces and creation of a continuous greenway 
Y Potential trail development, utilizing the core of the hamlet, village and appropriate sites along Y 
Honeoye Creek as a destination 
Y Opportunities for preservation, restoration, and public education; 
Y Signage and way-finding 
Y Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
M Accessibility 
M Conservation easements and other open space protection strategies 
 
N Dam reconstruction or replacement; 
N Diversity of the creek morphology 
 
Focus Area 4:  Land Use, Water Quality, Watershed Management, Environmental 
Protection, Open Space  
 
1:  Concerns:   
 
Y Existing conditions in study area involving threats posed; 
Y Management of upper portions of watershed, including Honeoye Lake; 
Y Run off affecting the water quality of the Creek; 
Y Natural changes to the water levels throughout the year, including areas subject to periodic flooding; 
Y Lack of unified plan, differing land use management laws, and potential for duplicative management 
strategies across municipal boundaries 
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M The extent of private development and its quality; 
M Positive and negative aspects of existing conditions in the study area including habitat and  important 
features or sites to be preserved, protected or redeveloped; 
M Continuing and enforceable historic and environmental conservation and preservation:  
M Qualities of the study area as a destination; 
M Balancing access to sites for interpretation (historic, archeological, natural) with appropriate 
techniques and development strategies favoring conservation and preservation; 
M Physical improvements to the dam(s) and its immediate area(s) and other areas along Honeoye Creek 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area, enhancing it as a destination while considering the 
impact of development, as well as the appropriateness of certain types of development, with sensitivity 
to conserving its inherent physical, cultural and environmental significance, paying special attention to: 
 

Y Matching future use and enhancement with the unique character of the creek bed, creek banks, 
and riparian habitats; 
Y Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement, which will support thoughtful 
development and sustainability within the framework of responsible watershed management and 
good principles of conservation; 
Y Identifying appropriate land and resource management strategies; 
 
M Developing ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and 
complement  each other, providing a “destination” quality to the corridor encouraging education 
while promoting conservation;  
M Demonstrating the value of the dam(s) as integral parts of the areas’ present character and 
future conservation potential. 

M Develop a theme, identity, and vision for conservation and environmental protection that 
complements similar values for other use opportunities in the corridor. 
 

N Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 

 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
Y Compatible land and water management policies, programs and initiatives of municipalities and 
government agencies; 
Y Creating additional site amenities, economic and commercial activities that are compatible with 
resource conservation, use, and enjoyment; 
Y Preserving and conserving the area with special attention to the impact of development, access and 
needs for future management;  
 
M Use of the area focusing on the parameters of good principles of conservation; 
M Providing for coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community 
in terms of function and use of the area; 
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M Creating an attractive and functional parking and circulation strategy that provides access to the 
public balanced with respect for and balanced with the need for conservation; 
M Opportunities to use the Honeoye Creek Valley as an important natural resource to educate about 
water quality and watershed management, protection and stewardship of the environment, sustainable 
development, and use of alternative energy. 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Y Existing land use, environment, and ecology of the corridor 
Y Diversity of users 
Y Greenspaces and creation of a continuous greenway 
Y Opportunities for preservation, restoration, enhancement of ecology and qualities of the natural 
environment 
Y Management of land not in public ownership 
Y Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 
M Dam reconstruction or replacement 
 
N Diversity of stream morphology and habitat 
N Accessibility 

Focus Area 5:  Tourism and Economic Development 
 
1:  Concerns:   

 
Y Lack of public ownership and need for private landowner/developer support and cooperation; 
 
M Public policy and regulations affecting future development; 
M Facilities, circulation (pedestrian and vehicular) and parking; 
M Public and private amenities and infrastructure (existing, needed, and conditions requiring 
maintenance; 
 
N Existing conditions in study area considering positive and negative aspects and the effects of 
encouraging or discouraging tourism and economic development; 
N Balance of community quality of life issues with attracting tourists and business to area; 
N Marketing the study area – the current perceptions and opportunities 
 
2:  Goals: 
 
Develop ideas for future development of the area, enhancing it as a destination with particular attention 
to tourism and economic development potential with particular attention to: 
 

Y Engaging and including the community and including their ideas in the planning and 
development efforts for the study area; 

 
M Develop a theme, identity, and vision for the hamlet, village, and area that would be  
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attractive to business and development promotion. 
 
N Identifying policies, programs and initiatives for endorsement which will support economic 
development within the framework of responsible watershed management and good principles of 
conservation, consideration for quality of life and balance between residents’ concerns and 
accessibility to the public at large; 
N Matching future development/business promotion with the existing qualities of the hamlet and 
village, and opportunities for water dependent and water enhanced development along the 
corridor; 
N Ideas for the design of elements, built and natural, that strengthen and complement  each other, 
and are compatible with existing conditions and amenities. 

 
3:  Develop strategies for: 
 
M Utilizing the potential of the area to promote tourism including alternative energy use and historic 
preservation; 
M Creating additional site amenities, buildings or structures, or economic and commercial activities that 
promote use and enjoyment of the area; 
M Providing a destination quality to the hamlet, village, and area; 
M Coordinating and balancing the needs of the residents with that of the larger community in terms of 
function and use of the area; 
M Marketing the area to attract visitors and patrons 
 
N Use of the area focusing on the parameters of good principles of sustainability; 
N Strengthening existing businesses and exploring possibilities for new ones; 
N Increasing year-around use and access; 
N Enhancing business opportunities in the area with special attention to the impact of development, 
access, and needs for future infrastructure;  
N Use of Honeoye Creek as an important natural resource to educate about sustainability, protection and 
stewardship of the environment, and use of alternative energy; 
 
4:  Considerations: 
 
Y Business and tourism planning, both local and regional 
 
M Existing and proposed infrastructure  
M Diversity of users/patrons 
M Existing land use and character 
 
N Community demographics 
N Water dependent and water enhanced development 
N Signage and way-finding 
N Accessibility 
N Community gathering spaces 
N Integration of sustainable development and green energy strategies. 
 




