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Following are summaries of several planning documents that contain recommendations for the greenway
trail, Honeoye Creek, or land use/development policies and objectives for the municipalities surrounding
the greenway. The summaries include purpose, management objectives, and proposed projects. Later in
the process we will be discussing the current applicability of these recommendations.

We should recognize that most of these were prepared by similar groups of concerned citizens and several
were adopted by the responsible municipalities and boards. It is therefore prudent to take advantage of the
thinking that went into them, and carry applicable recommendations forward.

Please review these in the next few weeks and make note of the recommendations that apply and should

be carried forward, and those that no longer are relevant. Some of the recommendations are very general,
and could provide policy guidance for future greenway management. Others are quite specific and could
be incorporated into an action plan.

Please note that many of the recommendations are identical or similar, because they address similar issues
or were extracted from documents that may have incorporated suggestions from each other.

The intent is to use this as another source for developing consensus on policy and implementation

recommendations for the Plan.
ks



E.1 County Parks:
A Policy Element of the
Comprehensive Development Plan



TITLE: “COUNTY PARKS: A POLICY ELEMENT OF
THE COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN”

PREPARED FOR: MONROE COUNTY, NEW YORK
PREPARED BY: MONROE COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

DATE: Adopted by County Legislature, December 1979

PURPOSE: The Plan is an element of the County Comprehensive Plan, intended to set basic
policies for future development of the Monroe County parks system. The Purposes of this
Element are to serve as a guide for investment in County Parks and to initiate a
program/process for preparing more specific plans for individual park properties.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The plan supports the development of a countywide system of recreationways as
a part of the Monroe County Parks System with involvement from and a role for
different levels of government

2. The plan recommends that the municipalities in the County consider the possibility
of creating local recreationways and integrating them in the countywide system.

3. Lehigh Valley RR corridor, Honeoye Creek and Genesee River recreationways in
the towns of Rush and Mendon are included in this proposed system.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:

1. The projected increase in the County population would result in an increased
demand for a wide variety of recreational opportunities that would be influenced by
changing age distribution, with an ever-increasing concentration of middle-aged
and older people.

2. In the past, Monroe County parkland acquisition program focused on large
expanses of scenic lands which could be acquired at low cost. As a result the
County parks are not connected with one another and some are well removed from
major population centers in the County

3. The rising cost of energy will increase demand for recreational opportunities to be
located in areas that are accessible to major concentrations of people by means of
transportation other than automobile

4. The plan also projects a rapidly growing interest and participation in biking among
those over 30 and an increase in the average length of bicycle trip as bicycles are
used more and more by an older population for transportation and recreation. The
plan, therefore, projects a greatly expanded demand for safe bikeways

5. Arapid rise in participation rates for fishing & cross-country skiing is also projected
in the plan.
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Jogging, a recreational or physical fitness activity that has also seen a remarkable
growth in recent years is also recognized, and although it can be accommodated
largely along the street and highway, there is significant demand for using
bikeways and recreational trails for jogging because trails make it a safer and more
enjoyable experience.

Recreationways not only meet local recreation needs but also have the potential of
attracting tourists. Greenways, where they follow watercourses help to stimulate
tourism by improving public access for fishing, hunting, camping, etc. and bring
major economic benefits to the County

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

The plan suggests that an increased demand for recreational services due to
projected increases to population and income and energy supply problems would
result in an increased demand for locating recreational opportunities near areas of
population concentration and that a projected shift to an older population will affect
the kind of services demanded.

The plan recognizes a multiplicity of recreational services provided by local
governments, as well as by voluntary organizations and the private sector and the
need for effective coordination of such services at the County level because the
County parks system in itself cannot address all of the recreational needs of the
Monroe County residents, nor should it.

Emphasis on recreationways is one way of achieving the missing linkage and
accessibility at a reasonable cost and is now the emphasis and given a higher
priority in the plan.

The plan states that recreationways, particularly where they follow watercourses,
provide opportunities for acquiring important environmental resources, which
should be protected from development. Such areas may include drainageways,
flood hazard areas and wetlands commonly found along watercourses. Woodlands
and other environmental features may also be acquired to provide a wider
Greenway.

Policing and maintenance costs are a concern and may limit County’s acquisition
of such recreationways.

Achieve a level of development, use, and maintenance, which is consistent with the
need for protecting their environmental features and maintaining their
attractiveness.

Sponsor major cultural events ....in recreationways in such a way as to stimulate
economic growth by creating a positive attitude towards the community and
attracting tourism.

Give primary emphasis in the acquisition and development of new park areas to
bringing into effect the planned system of recreationways.
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9. Prepare a Comprehensive Plan for the development of each recreationway..that
gives consideration to the potential of expanding tourism through recreationways,
and uses the plan as a basis for determining the kinds of facilities and services to
be provided.

10. Achieve a high level of security for the users...through the services of the County
Sheriffs Department and the security staff to the County Parks Department.

11.Provide technical assistance to municipalities in the development of their
recreational plans and programs

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Lehigh Valley RR corridor, Honeoye Creek and Genesee River recreationways in
the towns of Rush and Mendon are included as future elements of the Monroe
County Park System

2. As of the publication date, The County was involved in negotiations to acquire the
Monroe County segment of the abandoned Lehigh Valley RR. The development of
the recreationway should be a cooperative undertaking between the County and
the Towns of Mendon, Rush and Wheatland, and with other counties and towns
that are to develop portions of the recreationway.

3. Consider the acquisition of several sites proposed in the past, including Totiakton
Indian Village, “Central Rush” site, and Oak Openings. These, however, are given
low priority due to potential costs of acquisition being high.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS (Specific to this project):

1. Explore with the State and Municipalities of the county the respective roles to be
played in developing the proposed recreationway system.

2. Develop mechanisms to increase public participation in county parks and
recreation planning.

3. Sheriff's Department to assess the needs to increase road patrols and other
methods of policing county parks and recreation areas.
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E.2 Genesee Transportation Council
(GTC) Regional Trails Initiative



TITLE: GTC: REGIONAL TRAILS INITIATIVE
PREPARED FOR: GTC
PREPARED BY: ALTA DESIGN, LARSEN ENGINEERS, NORTHEAST GREENWAYS

DATE: MARCH 2002

PURPOSE:
The purpose of this study was “to develop a comprehensive and achievable action
plan for community leaders to create and maintain a safe, accessible and highly
functional regional trail system that is fully integrated with the existing transportation
system and constitutes a nationally recognized distinguishing feature of this
region.”

The study/plan focuses on issues such as developing trail loops and destinations
incorporating the region’s rich history into future trail plans, keeping the community
involved, improving trail maintenance, security, liability, marketing the trail system,
and identifying funding opportunities and reviews public comments and suggestions
to improve and expand the trail system already in place.

SUMMARY/ RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Update the Regional Trails Initiative on a 5- and 10-year schedule (5-year
update, 10-year complete planning effort).

2. Fund the Priority Trail Advancement planning program (or similar planning
activity) on an on-going basis to:
o Help advance the Regional Trails Initiative
o Provide a stable, consistent source for some trail planning activities
« Consider requiring matching dollars from recipient agencies / communities to
extend the reach of Priority Trail Advancement planning funds and achieve a
high level of buy-in

3. Ensure that trail projects that are under development progress with
adequate funding to complete project as needed.

4. Encourage the use of the Trail Design, Maintenance, and Operations "Best
Practices" guidance developed as part of this Initiative (forthcoming) for all
trail projects and improvements in the region.
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5. To facilitate the full implementation of the Regional Trails Initiative, establish
a mechanism (e.g. a regional bicycle/pedestrian/trail coordinator or a staff-
level implementation committee) to:

« Maximize coordination among agencies, communities, and trail groups

« Identify and manage Priority Trail Advancement projects

o Assist agencies, communities, and trail groups with trail planning efforts

« ldentify additional sources of funding and develop grant applications and
other necessary information to compete for new funds

6. Establish standards for trail maintenance appropriate for the type of trail and its
users. Such maintenance activities may include sweeping, litter removal,
snowplowing and/or grooming, surface repair and grading, sign replacement
and selective vegetation removal

7. Facilitate the development of multi-community / multi-agency trail maintenance
agreements that cross community boundaries to improve maintenance quality
and consistency and achieve cost and labor savings.

8. ldentify possible funding sources to assist local communities and agencies with
on-going trail maintenance.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
1. The trail system is classified by function and includes the following:

e Interregional Corridors — Examples are Erie Canal and Genesee River
corridors.

e Regional Corridors — LeHigh Valley Mainline Corridor and Lake Ontario
Seaway Trail Corridor and Rt. 104 Corridor are examples of this
classification.

e Connecting Corridors — LeHigh Valley Railroad Corridor in Rush is an
example of this type of corridor.

e Community Corridors — These are corridors within a community that link
local destinations within it and may connect with other Connecting, Regional
and even Inter-Regional Corridors, making them useful for longer distance
transportation and recreation use. (The proposed Rush Greenway will fall
under this category.)
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The plan identifies trails under development, proposed
improvements/extensions to existing trails, planned/proposed trails and
possible/potential trails with the following suggested implementation schedule:

e Trails Under Development Now - 2004
e Near-Term 2003 - 2006
e Mid-Term 2007 - 2011
e Long-Term 2012 - 2014

(The Lehigh Valley Trail is identified as a trail under development in this plan)

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Maintenance

1.

Ensure that construction and maintenance of all transportation facilities
(roadways, expressways, sidewalks, trails) and construction on properties
adjacent to trails minimizes disruption to trails, trail usage, and related facilities:

Establish "best practices" for construction zones that impact trails to ensure safe
through trail traffic or via acceptable trail detour.

Establish "best practices" for maintenance activities that impact trails
Encourage the use of Adopt-A-Trail community maintenance programs on trails

region-wide for basic trail maintenance (e.g. litter pick-up, special enhancement
projects).

Accessibility and Connectivity Recommendations

5.

Identify locations and corrective measures to address existing trail accessibility
problems that inhibit trail use by disabled and other mobility-challenged
persons.

Identify opportunities to improve and expand existing trailheads, develop

additional trailheads, and enhance security at these locations.

Support the identification and development of new and/or improved trail
connections to adjacent land uses.
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Trail Marketing / Trail Information Resource Recommendations

8. Develop "best practices" guidance for trail signage design, construction, and
Application

9. Maintain up-to-date centralized information databases and Geographic
Information Systems (GIS) on abandoned rail corridors to facilitate the
preservation and possible conversion of these corridors to trails.

10.Maintain up-to-date centralized information databases and GIS on trails in the
region.

11.Develop partnerships among trail groups, tourism promotion agencies,
government agencies, and related businesses and business organizations to
effectively market trails as a major attraction in this region.

12.Support the development and maintenance of an interactive regional trail
information web site that would provide detailed information on trails in this
region, including maps, user groups allowed, and other regulations, trail events,
links to trail groups, and other relevant information.

13.Establish legal resource and best practices materials relating to trails, including
information on rails-with-trails, trails license agreements, Adopt-A-Trail program
materials, NYS General Obligations law, etc. and samples of these materials.

Trail Amenities Recommendations

14.Support the placement of functional trail amenities to service trail users (e.g.
bathroom facilities, drinking water, bicycle parking, benches, lighting, etc.).

15.Encourage the development of natural and historic interpretation information
and designation on trails to enhance trip experience and support community
values.

16.Encourage landscaping, public art, and other beautification efforts along trails
as desired by local communities.
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PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:
Location-Specific Recommendations

Location-specific recommendations focus on potential new trail projects and
improvements to existing trails in the TMA. These projects were identified through a
review of all relevant local, county, regional, and state plans; direct input from
agencies, municipalities, trail groups, and the public; and analysis of additional
opportunities and needs in the TMA. The Lehigh Valley Trail is identified as a trail
under development in this plan, and the linkage to Honeoye Falls is identified as a
medium priority new project.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:
None appropriate to limited scope of this greenway
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E.3 GTC Long Range Transportation
Plan Update



TITLE: LONG RANGE TRANSPORTATION (LRT) PLAN UPDATE
FOR GREATER ROCHESTER AREA, 2007-2027

PREPARED FOR: GENESEE TRANSPORTATION COUNCIL (GTC)

PREPARED BY: STAFF

DATE: JUNE, 2007

PURPOSE: This plan update provides Goals and Objectives for the GTC’s region, based
on the following seven Federal T-21 program focus areas:

1.

6.

7.

Support the economic vitality of the metropolitan area, especially by enabling global
competitiveness, productivity and efficiency.

. Increase the safety and security of the transportation system for motorized and

non-motorized users.
Increase the accessibility and mobility options available to people and freight.

Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation and improve
quality of life.

Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system, across and
between modes, for people and freight.

Promote efficient system for management and operation.

Emphasize the preservation of the existing transportation system.

(Note: The Rush/ HF Greenway project would address several or all of the program

areas)

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:
The plan does not include recommendations that are specific enough to summarize in this
section

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
The plan does not include findings that are specific enough to summarize in this section



POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

The GTC supports projects that have the following characteristics or elements:

1.

2.

Enhancing the region’s attractiveness to new business.

Transportation designs and education programs promoted to enhance and protect
life, health, and property.

Provide reasonable travel alternatives to all persons in the area regardless of age,
income and physical or mental ability.

Transportation planning and decisions to support and reinforce local land-use
development objectives and broader community priorities and goals.

Transportation planning and decision-making to address issues at a corridor level,
recognizing both the multi-jurisdictional nature of travel and the link between
transportation and other policies and investments.

Transportation system to encourage the efficient use of non-renewable energy
resources and exploit renewable alternatives.

Designs and processes which respect natural environments and enhance livability.
Designs and plans that minimize lifetime maintenance and user cost.

Transportation and land-use planning integration to optimize the use of existing
infrastructure.

10. Transportation planning and decision-making processes that are multi-jurisdictional,

coordinated and cooperative among local, county, state and federal governments
and private interests.

11.Exploration of innovative financing/partnerships for transportation initiatives that

reflect the full range of interest impacted or served.

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

3.

The plan cites completion of Rte. 65 bridges (Mendon and Honeoye Falls) under its
bridge maintenance and rehabilitation program completed since the 1995 LRP.

Installation of bicycle racks on all RTS buses. This service has the potential to
attract additional riders to transit by connecting these two modes of travel.

R-GRTA has initiated a Suburban Circulator Route Study and a Park and Ride
Study. (Potential service to Rush and Honeoye Falls should be looked at.)




4. Establish suburban transit centers to facilitate intra-suburb and suburb-to-suburb
transit service to major employment centers.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The plan recommends $10.0 million for a suburban circulator fleet, $18.0 million for
local-scale transit centers in RTS service areas and $8.0 million for small area
transportation needs.

2. The LRT identifies several sources of both the Federal and State transportation
project funds. The following programs are identified specifically for local projects in
rural and low density, suburban areas such as the towns of Rush and Mendon.

Federal Highway Bridge Replacement/Rehabilitation Program (HBRR)

These funds are available for the reconstruction or rehabilitation of
highway bridges located on any public road spanning waterways or other
topographical barriers, other highways or railroad rights-of-way when a
bridge is “functionally obsolete” or “structurally deficient.”

Federal Surface Transportation Program (STP)

This program provides flexible funds which may be used for a wide
variety of projects on any federal-aid highway, bridges, public roads and
transit facilities. Bicycle and pedestrian facilities and related non-
construction projects are also eligible. Of the six STP funding categories,
STP-Flex, STP-Rural, Safety Funds (SAFETY) and Rail Funds (Rail) for
at-grade crossings may be used for multi-use trails, bikeways and related
improvements.



E.4 GTC Bicycle and Pedestrian Plan



TITLE: GTC - BICYCLE AND PEDESTRIAN ACTION PLAN

PREPARED FOR: GTC
PREPARED BY: STAFF
DATE: 1996

PURPOSE: GTC produced this report in response to the Federal policy to promote the
increased use of bicycling and walking as transportation. The Intermodal Surface
Transportation and Equity Act (ISTEA), signed in December 1991, required inclusion of
these elements in Metropolitan Transportation Plans and Programs.

The report devotes a separate chapter to multi-use trails recognizing their uniqueness
as they are used by both pedestrian and bicyclists (as well as other users such as
joggers, skaters and equestrians).

SUMMARY/ RECOMMENDATIONS:

The report devotes a separate chapter to multi-use trails recognizing their uniqueness
as they are used by both pedestrian and bicyclists (as well as other users such as
joggers, skaters and equestrians). Recommendations include separate sections on
Engineering, Education, Enforcement, Encouragement and Economic Development..

Specific recommendations address cover, design standards, maintenance
requirements, educating users to “Share the Trail”; safety, police presence and
emergency response; role of community involvement in planning; success of multi-use
trails in attracting tourism and other economic activities, and promoting recreation and
guality of life in the communities where they are located.

A regional multi-use map in the report shows both existing and proposed trails and
includes the E-W Lehigh Valley Linear Trail in the northern sections of the towns of
Rush and Mendon

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
See attached

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
See attached
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PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chapter 7 of the report contains numerous action items for Bicycle and Pedestrian
transportation and multi-use trails several of which may apply to the Rush Greenway
project.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:

Chapter 7 of the report contains numerous action items for Bicycle and Pedestrian
transportation and multi-use trails several of which may apply to the Rush Greenway
project.
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E.5 GTC Regional Transportation
Atlas -Rochester Area



TITLE: GTC: REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION ATLAS, ROCHESTER, NEW YORK
METROPOLITAN AREA (1998), Updated and Expanded 2005

PREPARED FOR: GTC
PREPARED BY: STAFF
DATE: 1998

PURPOSE: This atlas was originally produced by Genesee Regional Transportation
Council (GTC) and covers the gamut of existing facilities and the demographics
affecting the demand on the regional transportation system.. The most relevant section
of the atlas contains the Existing Multi-Use Trails and On-Street Bicycle Routes in the
region. The 2005 update was a joint project with GFLRPC, titled Genesee Finger Lakes
Regional Atlas Several topics were added

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:
Not Applicable

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
Not Applicable

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
Not Applicable

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS
Not Applicable

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS
Not Applicable
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E.6 Town of Mendon Comprehensive
Plan



TITLE: TOWN OF MENDON COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

PREPARED FOR: TOWN OF MENDON

PREPARED BY: STUART BROWN ASSOCIATES and MRB ENGINEERS

DATE: MAY, 2005

PURPOSE: The plan focuses on land use and development of the Town outside the
Village of Honeoye Falls. It addresses several issues necessary to guide future growth

and development.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

Recommended actions relating to development with potential current or future link to

Rush Greenway project are:

Promotion of the Annual Mendon Arts Festival, as well as LeHigh Valley
Trail to improve visibility of the Hamlet.

Installation of sanitary sewers, street lights and sidewalks in the Hamlet of
Mendon to promote business development.

Provide incentives to business owners to share parking; locate such
facilities to the rear of the structures and maintain well-designed walkways
from parking areas to the front entrances to offer opportunities to the
residents and visitors to walk or bicycle to the area. Existing sidewalks and
LeHigh Valley Trail provides pedestrian and bicycle access to
neighborhoods, business and community facilities.

Adopt zoning regulations that allow mixed-use and higher density housing
development in and around the Hamlet.

Provide sanitary sewer service to the Hamlet Core Area, work with the
Village of Honeoye Falls to promote business and industrial development
west of the Village per Land Use Plan, form or extend water district(s) to
serve identified priority areas and seek grant and low interest revolving loan
funds to undertake needed improvement projects.

Work with the Fire District and Monroe County Water Authority to seek
improvement to Town’s overall Fire Protection Classification Rating and
insure all new development has sufficient fire protection facilities such as
ponds, dry hydrant connections, sprinkler systems and adequate
emergency equipment access.

Require on-site storm management during construction and following
development per applicable state and federal regulations and amend local
design criteria to conform to NYS (SPDES Phase II) permitting procedures.
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Maintain the capacity of existing sewers, ditches, swales and culverts to
convey stormwater runoff in an efficient manner and work with the State
Department of Environmental Conservation to protect the capacity of natural
water courses due to accumulated debris.

Develop and maintain a diversified transportation system that includes
public transit and pedestrian and bicycle trails. (The scenic highways and
LeHigh Valley Trail make the Town popular for bicyclists.)

Seek delineation of bike lanes on state and county roads to promote safety
for bicyclists.

Seek illumination of sidewalks and other key locations within the Hamlet of
Mendon as recommended in the Hamlet Master Plan with the streetlight
design complementing its historic character.

Maintain an integrated system of parks, recreation facilities and open space
throughout the Town with linkages between various parts of the system.

Coordinate with public and private entities to develop a linear trail along the
flood protection areas of Honeoye Creek that connect the Village of
Honeoye Falls with the LeHigh Valley Trail.

Work with Monroe County Parks Department to connect Mendon Ponds
Park to LeHigh Valley Trail through additional trail development, bicycle
lanes on highways and sidewalks, as recommended in the Regional Trails
Initiative coordinated by Genesee Transportation Council (GTC).

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
The Vision for the Town includes:

Preservation of the rural, open character of the community
Protection of the Town’s natural and historic resources

Maintaining the Hamlet of Mendon and Village of Honeoye Falls as the two
focal points for business and economic development.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

Acquire and develop additional points of access to the Town’s water resources.

Work with Honeoye Falls-Lima School District to develop and share
recreational facilities.

Protect and develop historic structures and sites to encourage their adaptive re-
use.
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= Co-operate with the village, the school district, other towns, the County and the
State in the development of facilities and delivery of services.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS
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E.7» Town of Mendon Utilities Master
Plan



TITLE: TOWN OF MENDON UTILITIES MASTER PLAN

PREPARED FOR: TOWN of MENDON
PREPARED BY: MRB ASSOCIATES
DATE: 1998

PURPOSE: The plan defines utilities as those in support of development and include:
electric service and street lighting; natural gas service; telephone service including
cellular; public and private water supply; sanitary sewer service and private septic
system; and cable television service. The plan identifies a number of utilities which will
be necessary to maintain the quality of life and others that are deemed needed by
residents based on an opinion survey.

Details of sanitary sewers and decorative street lighting plan for Hamlet Core Area,
recommended actions and several maps of existing utility franchise service areas are
included.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:
SIGNFICANT FINDINGS:

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

The implementation actions called for in the UMP have been prioritized based upon
community need identified in the Comprehensive Plan and from public input received
during the UMP process. In some instances, the actions involve capital improvement
projects and will require a commitment of funds and resources by State, County and
Town agencies. In other instances, the actions involve legislative and administrative
actions (L&A). Each action, other than the ongoing actions, has been given a
suggested time period for implementation to begin as part of the UMP process.

Lighting

Lamppost: Georgetown, Series 408, fiberglass filament composite, fluted tapered, black
ornamental lamppost manufactured by W. J. Whatley, Inc. or equivalent. Anchor type
base, breakaway.

Fixture: Model 1004 Acorn, frosted polycarbonate lens, manufactured by Cooper
Lighting or equivalent. House side shield installed when needed, based upon site
conditions. Photometric distribution Il or V depending upon site conditions.

Fitter: Winter Park style, black, manufactured by W. J. Whatley, Inc. or equivalent.
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Lamp: 175 Watt (max.) Metal Halide

Diagrams of the style are included in Appendix A - Report 2.

Existing utility pole mounted open fixture lighting which is not to be replaced (e.g. Mill

Road and Mendon-lonia Road) should be reviewed for upgrading to modern cobra head
"full-cutoff' fixtures, installed at greater mounting heights, and fitted with 100 W high
pressure sodium lamps for energy efficiency, and greater lighting effectiveness.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:

. TOP PRIORITY ACTION

The top priority action is the acceptance of the UMP by the Planning Board and
then the Town Board as an official amendment to the Town of Mendon
Comprehensive Plan - 2015.

[I.  HIGH PRIORITY ACTIONS - YEARS 1-5 (1998-2002)

The Town should begin the implementation of the UMP with the following actions
occurring within the first five years of the Plan's adoption:

1.

Pursue State grant and loan programs to enable the creation of a public
sewer district to serve approximately 100 units in the Hamlet of Mendon
Core Area. (L&A Action) 1998.

Pursue the abolishment of the Mendon Street Lighting District, create a
Town Street Lighting District, and as part of sidewalk installations in the
Hamlet place new street light fixtures identified in the Mendon Hamlet
Master Plan. (L&A Action) 1998.

Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources (e.g. Safe
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund) for the installation of 12-inch water
service along Semmel Road, between Quaker Meetinghouse and
Chamberlain Road and connecting to existing water mains. (L&A
Action) 1998.

Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed
above for the installation of 12-inch water service along Boughton Hill
Road from a point just west of Route 64 (Mendon-lonia Road) west to
Quaker Meetinghouse Road and connecting to existing water mains.
(L&A Action) 1999.

Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed above
for the installation of 12-inch water service along Parrish Road from the
Route 64 intersection, to the West Bloomfield Road intersection and then
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north to the intersection with Boughton Hill Road and connecting to
existing water mains. (L&A Action) 2001.

6. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed
above for the installation of 12-inch water service along State Route 251
(Rush-Mendon Road) from the intersection with Junction Road west to
the Rush/Mendon Town Line and connecting to existing water mains.
(L&A Action) 2001.

7. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed
above for the installation of 12-inch water service along Mile Square
Road, from just south of the University Park intersection to just north of
the intersection of Windham Hill Drive; and, on Main Street Fishers, from
the intersection with Mile Square east to a point just west of the
Monroe/Ontario County Line. (L&A Action) 2001.

lll. OTHER PRIORITY ACTIONS - YEARS 6-18 (2003-2015)

1. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed
above for the installation of 12-inch water service along Route 64 from a
point just south of Mendonshire Drive, south to the intersection with
Parrish Road and connecting to existing water mains. (L&A Action)
2003.

2. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed above
for the installation of 12-inch water service along Cheese Factory Road,
from the intersection with Route 64 east to and including Partridge Hill and
Partridge Hollow Subdivisions. (L&A Action) 2003.

3. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed above
for the installation of 12-inch water service along Honeoye Falls/Five
Points Road, from the intersection with Route 15 (Rush-Lima Road) west
to the Rush/Mendon Town Line and connecting to existing water mains.
(L&A Action) 2004.

4. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed above
for the installation of 12-inch water service along West Bloomfield Road,
from the intersection with Route 251 north to the intersection of Canfield
Road and connecting to existing water mains. (L&A Action) 2004.

5. Pursue with affected landowners approval funding sources listed above
for the installation of 12-inch water service along Mile Square Road, from
State Route 251 (Mendon/Victor Road) intersection, south to the
intersection of Taylor Road; and, along Taylor Road, from Mile Square
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Road west to the intersection with State Route 64 (Mendon/lonia Road).
(L&A Action) 2008

IV. ONGOING IMPLEMENTATION ACTIONS (1998-2015)

1. Maintain a Town of Mendon Utilities Advisory Board to monitor the
progress of utility deregulation, including electric, natural gas and local
telephone service; and, to make recommendations for change to the
Planning Board, Town Board and the residents of the Town of Mendon.

2. The Planning Board, during site plan review of all subdivisions which
propose dead-end cul-de-sac streets, will insure provisions are made for
utility easement(s) to extend services (e.g. water line out to the limit of the
property being developed to permit future looping and service of
neighboring parcel(s). Where known development exists for adjacent
parcels both developers will be required to construct the water main
extension on this easement, dead-ending at the property line to permit
ease of future connections.

3. The Planning Board, during site plan review of all subdivisions, will require
the extension of water mains along existing public highways and across
the entire frontage of the parcel to serve new development on adjacent
land(s).

4. The Planning Board, as a condition of site plan or subdivision plan
approval, shall require where appropriate, the installation of cable
hardware as part of any common trench during the construction phase of
development. This will place the costs for such extension upon the
developer (not the Town) and will eliminate the need to disturb lawns at a
later date.

5. The Design Criteria for the Town of Mendon will be amended to require
that all 1" diameter or less water service from the curb box to the
customer's water meter be copper line.

6. The Planning Board shall use the "Analytical Approach to lllumination
Warrants" (NCHRP Report No. 152 - see Appendix to this Plan) when
reviewing site plans involving lighting.

7. The Planning Board will prepare a long term plan for the installations of
new street lighting equipment based upon the information contained in
this Plan document.
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E.8 Mendon Foundation: Summary of
Activities



TITLE: MENDON FOUNDATION: SUMMARY of ACTIVITIES

PREPARED FOR: MENDON FOUNDATION and CITIZENS
PREPARED BY: MENDON FOUNDATION
DATE: 2006 (Updated through 2007)

PURPOSE: The Mendon Foundation, established in 1992, is a non-profit 501c(3)
corporation dedicated exclusively to promoting the rich cultural heritage of the
communities in and adjacent to Southeastern Monroe County.

The information summarized in this narrative is from their web site and public brochure.
The narrative describes the purpose and organization of the Foundation, projects
completed, and projects they would like to accomplish.
SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. Volunteers with vision, insight, organization, and dedication can provide
significant public benefits.

2. Successfully completed projects and new projects that are proposed are
described below.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
1. The Foundation’s mission is to:

= Preserve, protect & enhance the scenic, natural recreational and structural
resources in the Town of Mendon.

= Maintain a responsible stewardship of assets and properties held or
controlled by the Corporation.

= Establish and promote environmental education on issues pertinent to the
preservation of natural resources in the Town of Mendon, and

= Establish and promote programs to monitor the natural resources in the Town
of Mendon.

Note: their focus has broadened to encompass southeast Monroe County, not
just the Town of Mendon

2. The Mendon Foundation seeks to be a self-sufficient organization that does not
depend on any one outside source for financial support,

H:\RUSH, TOWN\HAMLET AND GREENWAY PLAN\Reports\draft report chapters\Ready for public\Appendicies\E. Reference Document
Summaries\E8.SUMMARY Mendon Foundation projects and plan.doc



3. The Mendon Foundation has more than 100 acres in its land trust

4. The Foundation received a $1.2 million federal grant to develop and maintain 14
linear miles of trail encompassing the old Lehigh Valley Railroad bed (A county
owned linear park) in the Towns of Mendon and Rush.

5. The Foundation is in the process of developing the area formerly known as
Rochester Junction to include Mendon Station Park, Recreational Facility and
Museum / Education Complex. This project is based on the Hamlet of Mendon’s
Master plan and is funded through grants, contributions and Mendon Arts
Festival proceeds.

6. The Foundation was bestowed 45 acres of pristine wildlife preserve in 2000. Itis
located close to the historic Totiakton Indian Site.

7. The Foundation works closely with other trail organizations, volunteer groups, the
Eagle Scouts, youth leagues and municipal and business entities to pursue and
accomplish its goals and objectives, including funding, clean-up and
maintenance activities.

8. All of the Foundation’s projects have been built with donated materials and labor

9. In 2002 the Foundation was instrumental in organizing and incorporating the
Genesee Regional Trails Coalition with a mission to:

* Provide responsible trail usage as a healthy and inexpensive recreational
opportunity for all seasons

= Provide fundraising opportunities and assistance for member
organizations and support traill development, improvement and
maintenance.

= Encourage and support the continued development of the 400-mile tralil
network throughout the Genesee Region seeking opportunities to
interconnect the trails.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS: Not applicable

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

The following projects were tentatively planned for the Lehigh Valley Trail in 2006.
Progress through 2007 is noted.

1. Trail:
Build benches at 1%2-mile intervals along trail and cut back brush overhanging
the trail.
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2. Rochester Junction:

= Build 30’ bridge to connect the Town of Mendon’s Great Bend Park to the
LV Trail. Status: Eagle Project of Liam Dooley has been approved.
Funding from Town is in place. Awaiting County approval.

= Clear area and build knee-wall outlining location of Interlocking Tower at
Rochester Junction. Refurbish nearby electrical distribution box.

= Lay 50' of railroad track at Rochester Junction. (For display of future LV
Freight Box Car.)

= Clear area and build a knee-wall outlining the location of the Freight
House at Rochester Junction.

= Remove covering from Rochester Junction depot garden and clear
surrounding platform; work with local garden club to establish a 1920's
style garden.

3. Mendon Station:

= Lay 60' of railroad track at Mendon Station. (For display of future Diesel
Locomotive.) Status: Proposed as an Eagle Project by Evan Schmidt.
Funding from money raised by the Scout and funds from the Mendon
Foundation. Monroe County approval will be requested after Scout
receives his scouting approvals.

= Build an Information Kiosk similar to the one at Rochester Junction.
Status: Construction volunteered by local contractor. Funding for materials
donated by a local business. County has approved and it will be
completed in the spring of 2006.

= Clear 200 for trail side in the Hamlet of Mendon and plant shrubs per plan.
4. Caledonia

= The Foundation has been advised that it will receive a gift of 22 acres +
before the end of 2005. This property includes approximately 1/2 mile of
LVRR corridor between the current termination of the LVT at the Genesee
Greenway and River Road.

= In 2006 the Foundation plans to carve out a rough trail through that area,
in preparation for the extension of the finished trail.
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IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:

The Rush Greenway project can benefit from the Mendon Foundation’s involvement
and they may be a logical choice to help with the project’s planning, funding and
operation.
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E.9 Town of Rush Master Plan



TITLE: EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
TOWN OF RUSH COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

PREPARED FOR: TOWN OF RUSH
PREPARED BY: STUART BROWN ASSOCIATES AND MRB GROUP

DATE: 1993

PURPOSE:

To update a previous Comprehensive Plans done in 1967 and 1980. Plan document
describes existing conditions, development trends and projections, opportunities and
constraints, goals and policies, sub-area recommendations, and implementing
measures. Goals and policies address environmental features, agricultural resources,
rural residential development, residential development, commercial development,
industrial development, community and recreational facilities, public utilities, historic
preservation and thoroughfares.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. This Comprehensive Plan is based on the following major assumptions:

e There will continue to be an increase in jobs within Monroe County and
that new small businesses will grow at a faster rate than job growth will

occur within the County's major corporation

e The Town of Rush will be recognized as the southern gateway to the County
and that emphasis will be given by both the County and Town to
development of opportunities in and around the 1-390/ Routes 15 and 251

interchange area.

e There will continue to be a strong commitment to sustain farming within the
community, as has been recently evidenced by both farmland owners and

renters in Rush.

e The hamlet of Rush will continue to be an important focal point for the
community and a master plan will be prepared to insure the existing

character of the hamlet is protected.

¢ A funding solution will be found for extending public sewer services to the

Rush Community.

e Incentive zoning may be incorporated in the Town's Zoning Law once
solutions have been found to extending public sewer service.

e There will be an additional 450 Town residents by the year 2010.

2. Goals included in the Town Comprehensive Plan are intend to protect



important aspects of the Town's existing rural and open character. These
goals include establishing a network of open spaces, protecting
environmental quality, conserving agricultural resources and viable farmland,
and preserving significant historic and architectural resources

3. Other goals are intended to encourage suitable new development and to
ensure that there will be appropriate facilities to serve it. These goals include
promoting the types of residential, commercial, and limited industrial
development that fit the Town's character and the residents' needs and
providing the water supply, wastewater disposal, transportation, drainage, parks
and recreation facilities that would complement and be appropriate for that
development.

4. The policies described herein indicate, in a general way, the actions that will
be undertaken to achieve these goals.

5. The Plan proposes that most of the development in the Town occur in an
area that is being called, the Rush Community Center (Hamlet).

6. The Plan proposes that a public sewage disposal system be developed to
serve all of the Community Center area that is east of 1-390.

7. The proposed public sewage disposal system is especially important because
the 2010 Plan proposes some moderately high density uses for the
Community Center area (i.e., the commercial and higher density residential
areas near the Route 15-251 intersection and the mixed residential areas
proposed on either side of the hamlet). Uses such as these offer important
benefits to the community, but they may be somewhat risky to develop without
sewers.

8. The Rush Community Center would still be a small town environment.
However, because of the combined strengths of the existing hamlet and the
Route 15 corridor, it would contain a wide variety of uses, including residential,
commercial, office, limited industrial, community service, open space, and
recreational ones.

9. The mixed uses occurring within the Community Center Area should build
upon active and passive recreational land use as an integral part of the
center's overall development.

10. Lands possessing productive agricultural soils, active agricultural operations
and located within the established Southeastern Monroe County Agricultural
District (Monroe #4) outside the Community Center Area are recommended
for continued agricultural operation.

11.The Honeoye Creek floodplain and the linear trail
would continue as open space.

12. Mixed residential development is proposed for a
relatively small area east of the hamlet on the north
side of Rush-Lima Road (Route 15A) and for a larger area



west of the hamlet on the north side of Rush-West Rush
Road. This type of development would include single family detached houses
in combination with duplexes,townhouses and small apartment buildings

13. Moderately high density residences, such as townhouses

or small apartment buildings are proposed for the site at the northeast corner
of the Routes 15 & 251 intersection. This site is not suitable for commercial
development because of the highway's (Route 251) topographic conditions
that severely limit sight distances for motorists, and the site's lack of access to
either Route 15 or 1-390. The reason for these types of housing is to provide
for the types of households (such as senior citizens, childless couples and
single Parents) that may not need or want single family detached houses.

14. The only other changes that are proposed for the rural part of the Town are the
development of the Lehigh Valley Linear Trail and the correction of any
significant problems with the transportation, stormwater drainage, or other
facilities.

15. Various administrative, legislative, and fiscal actions are proposed to

implement the 2010 Plan, starting with adoption of the Plan itself. The major
actions include:

a. More detailed planning for:

e a public wastewater disposal system for the Rush
Community Center;

e improvements for the Rush hamlet area,;

e traffic safety and control measures for the Route
15 corridor;

e stormwater management;

e parks, recreation and open space;

b. Changes and additions to the zoning law, other
development regulations and other local laws that relate
to the proposals in this Plan.

c. Financing and undertaking the necessary capital
improvements.

16. The residents of the Town have clearly demonstrated their desire to retain
the agricultural and rural character of their community.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:



By focusing development in and around the Rush Community Center, the
Town can capitalize on the proximity and the complementary strengths of
both the interchange and the hamlet. Focusing development in the
community center area would also minimize the intrusion of development into
the areas that are predominantly rural and agricultural.

The conditions in the Community Center area make it likely that much of the
area will eventually become developed, although it may take quite some time
for that to occur.

If a substantial portion of development in the hamlet occurs using individual on-
site sewage disposal system, even if all of it occurs at moderate to low
densities, it is likely to lead to water quality problems that have plagued
Honeoye Creek in the past.

The pleasant, small scale, historic character of the hamlet is one of the
Town's greatest assets.

Natural constraints to development constitute a total of approximately 6,280
acres or 33% of the Town's total land area. The most predominant natural
constraints in the Town are the areas associated with the flood hazard
boundaries. There are approximately 2,170 acres (11% of the Town's total area)
that fall into this category, the area includes floodways as well as 100 year flood
boundaries. Other limitations include wetlands, both state and federal, 960
acres (approximately 5% of total) and steep slopes, 608 acres (roughly 3%
of the total). State lands, parks and cemeteries complete this category
covering about 1,000 acres (5% of the total).

The Town's predominate man-made constraints to development are posed
by the Southeastern Monroe Agricultural District, the absence of any public
sewers, the lack of public water in a large part of the Town, and numerous
sites of archaeological and historic significance.

The Town's principal opportunities are its existing historic, scenic, rural and
small Town character and the presence of the 1-390 interchange at Routes
15 and 251.

It is vitally important to protect and, where possible, to enhance the existing
character and to not let the new development that is attracted by this
character change the town in undesirable ways.

The 1-390 interchange with Route 15 and 251 has an even greater potential
to attract future development, because it puts Rush in a special new
relationship with other communities. This is the first interchange south of the
Rochester metropolitan area, which makes Rush the primary gateway
between the urbanized and rural areas on the south side of the metropolitan
area, It makes Rush and the rest of the region more accessible to each
other. In addition, because it is close to the 1-390 interchange with the NYS
Thruway (1-90) and because [-390 connects to other expressways in the
Southern Tier it gives Rush a very good connection to other communities
far beyond the immediate region.



10.

11.

12.

Because -390 makes access to other job opportunities in the metropolitan
area more convenient, it also encourages residential development for
commuters.

So far, the amount of such development has been modest. However, many
other factors affect such development, development often occurs in spurts,
and changes well outside the Town's control could lead to fairly rapid, but
unpredictable, increases in development pressure.

This development could bring the benefits of a stronger tax base and more
opportunities for jobs, shopping and services in the Town. It could also bring
traffic and environmental problems area deterioration of t h e Town's existing
character.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
RUSH HAMLET AREA

1.
2.

The existing residential qualities of the hamlet area be preserved.

Neighborhood scale commercial uses, Restricted Business uses and
Residential uses should be promoted within the hamlet area.

The hamlet area planning emphasis is to build upon a predominantly
residential subarea that remains pedestrian oriented and continues to be
served by governmental services (e.g. Town Hall, Library, Fire Hall and Post
Office).

Future developments within this subarea should be guided by an overall
sense of hamlet character.

The Plan proposes to preserve the character of the Hamlet by:

¢ limiting the scale and type of commercial uses to ones that are the same
as or similar to existing uses or other uses that fit the historic character of
the area, such as antique stores, bed-n-breakfasts, convenience stores
and restaurants;

e encouraging existing buildings to be retained and, as appropriate,
adaptively reuse

e requiring new building to be of similar scale and compatible style.

The plan envisions continued semi-public accessibility to the Wildwood Golf
Course and Country Club.

DEVELOPMENT OUTSIDE HAMLET

1.

T he primary intent of the Plan for the rest of the Town is to protect the rural
character and the viability of the agricultural operations.



2. The adopted Town of Rush Master Plan 1967-1985, contained five
general objectives. They were:

e The master plan for Rush should be coordinated with plans of adjoining
towns and plans of metropolitan and regional planning agencies.

Future development should be directed toward areas with good physical
characteristics and where essential public utilities are available.

e A variety of types of residential development should be provided to meet
community needs.

¢ New development should conform to sound modern standards for
vehicular and pedestrian circulation.

e Historic, cultural and scenic resources of the community should be
preserved.

ENVIRONMENTAL FEATURES

Goal

Establish a network of open space areas to balance development, preserve
ecologically sensitive areas and conserve vital natural resources.

Policies

e Continue to ensure that all ecologically significant environmental areas
(including but not limited to viable agricultural soils, wetlands, floodplains
and water-oriented open spaces) are identified and mapped and that land
use programs or regulations that are established to conserve these areas
are adhered to.

e Update and maintain the Town's Open Space Index.

e Prepare and maintain an Open Space Plan.

e Consider the establishment of a Conservation Easement Law to encourage
the acquisition of sites that are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan and
Open Space Plan.

e Consider implementing a Transfer of Development Rights Program and
other farmland protection programs.

e Encourage more efficient use of land and other resources for housing by
requiring clustering to minimize disturbance of the environment.

e Administer floodplain protection through floodplain regulations based on
information prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and identified on Federal Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) adopted
by the Town.
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oa

Establish a townwide drainage district to implement drainage improvements.

Policies

e Evaluate the need for the creation of a Town of Rush Stormwater
Ordinance to assure satisfactory construction of new drainage
improvements.

e Develop a Town of Rush Comprehensive Drainage Plan which will guide,
define and prioritize the funding and construction of drainage capital
improvements on a townwide basis.

Q)

oa

Protect water quality.

Policies

e Cooperate with public and private agencies in preparing and implementing
the Genesee Basin Water Quality Management Plan.

e Evaluate the need for additional management measures, including ones
for stormwater management, stream corridor management, control of soll
erosion and sedimentation, and groundwater management, based on the
results of the Genesee Basin Water Quality Management Plan.

e Continue to ensure that development complies with applicable Municipal,
County, State and Federal regulations and policies to protect water quality
and adopt and apply the additional measures that are found to be needed.

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Goal

Conserve agricultural resources and viable farming areas.

Policies

e Use the Town Farmland Committee's resources (i.e farm-lands map,
farmland survey and ag exemption data) to help identify the impacts of
development on actively farmed sites and to assist the various Town
boards in their review of rezonings, special use permits, area and use
variances, and subdivision activities occurring within the community.

¢ Evaluate a Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) Program, mandatory
clustering or sliding scale zoning program to



e Permit planned growth within established agricultural areas and to
minimize potential loss of prime agricultural soils or the disruption of
agricultural operations.

¢ Monitor the application of the Farmland Protection Policy Act and need for
enacting a "Right to Farm" local law.
RURAL RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal

Provide large parcel zoning as a buffer between established farming operations
and residential developments.

Policies
o Designate appropriate areas as RR-5
(5-acre minimum lot size) and amend the zoning map and text
accordingly.
RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal
Promote a variety of residential dwelling units and neighbor-hoods.
Policies

e Consider opportunities for providing affordable housing.

e Promote residential development at densities consistent
with available services and physical characteristics.

e Consider opportunities for providing senior citizen
housing.

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENTS

Goal

Provide commercial land use opportunities that are consistent with the residential
and agricultural character of the Town.

Policies

e Limit commercial development in the hamlet of Rush to uses that are of
modest scale and that are compatible with the scale and character of the
existing development.



e Encourage commercial land uses that are larger and that would generate
more traffic to locate near the inter-change for 1-390 and Routes 15 and
251.

e Minimize potential traffic hazards through the use appropriate design
techniques.

e Promote quality commercial land development through the use of
landscaping, parking, lighting and sign controls.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal

Provide industrial land use opportunities that are consistent with the Town’s
residential and agricultural character.

COMMUNITY AND RECREATION FACILITIES
Goal

Provide community and recreation facilities that meet the present and future
needs of residents.

Policies

e Provide and maintain a capital reserve fund, or implement a Capital
Improvement Program, for community and recreational facilities.

e Make all municipal facilities easily accessible, barrier-free and available for
public use.

e Continue a central municipal information center in the Town Hall and
library for displaying public information.

e Upgrade existing park and recreational land and facilities to serve
residents better.

e Acquire and develop additional recreational land and facilities for
townwide use when the need arises.

¢ Ensure that recreation and open space areas that are held in common by the
residents of particular housing developments are properly maintained by
the respective homeowners associations.

e Continue to encourage the County to complete the Lehigh Valley Trail
System.



PUBLIC UTILITIES
Goal

Provide for phased extension of public utilities (sanitary, stormwater, gas, electric,
telephone, cable, etc.) to areas that are planned and zoned to accommodate

growth.

Policies

e Develop options for establishing a public sewage disposal system within
the community center area.

e Develop a Comprehensive Utility Master Plan in coordination with the
governing agency {i.e., Monroe County Pure Waters and Monroe County
Water Authority) to define the type, size and location of future utilities.

e Require the cost of extending public utilites to serve individual
developments to be the sole responsibility of the private sector.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Goal

Preserve the Town's history.
Policies
¢ Properly maintain the archives of Rush history.

e Encourage the preservation of buildings of historic or architectural value by
encouraging owners to keep them in good repair and to avoid changes that
are not consistent with their architectural style.

THOROUGHFARES

Goal

Maximize the effectiveness of the Town's roadway system.

Policies

¢ Develop appropriate standards and policies for the landscape treatment of
streets.

¢ Establish a Sidewalk Plan to support and enhance the "Town Center"
concept.



¢ Encourage features for safe bicycle traffic in all future projects.

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. The plan includes a proposal to realign the Lehigh Valley Trail and place it along the
boundary between the residential and open space areas. The realignment is
supported by the Monroe County Parks Department.

2. The pattern of residential development envisioned outside the Community
Center area in the non-farm or inactive farmlands is rural residences on large
lots (5 acresorgreater).

3. Active recreational land use is envisioned to occur exclusively within the
Community Center Area and includes: development of the Lehigh Valley Trail by
the County; a number of small vest-pocket types of recreational parks as part of
subdivision activity within the area; continued use and upgrading of Stonebrook,
Veterans Memorial Park; and, the potential for a new Town Park to be created as
part of any new Town Hall site.

4. The Plan also proposes to enhance the character of the hamlet area by:

e creating a concept to extend sidewalks to serve the area more completely;

e connecting these sidewalks to the County's Lehigh Valley Linear Trail
and to any sidewalks serving new developments nearby;

e making the setting even more attractive through streetscape
improvements, such as street lights, benches, trees, and trash receptacles;

e encouraging or, where appropriate providing shared parking facilities;
e requiring parking to be beside or behind the uses they serve.

5. No significant expansion of water service is proposed.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:
RUSH HAMLET AREA

1. The Town of Rush Comprehensive Plan - 2010 proposes that a detailed master
plan be prepared for the hamlet area.

e This master plan would, among other features, define the hamlet area
boundaries and an overall development theme.

e The hamlet Area Master Plan would define where sidewalk and street
lighting districts would be established in support of creating a pedestrian-
oriented hamlet theme.

e Coordination of such a sidewalk improvement program would need to be
closely coordinated with the County of Monroe to ensure that future



development of the Lehigh Valley Trail would complement the Town's
program of pedestrian circulation.

e Other recommendations of the Rush Hamlet Area Master Plan would
include specific details for street tree planting plan, a streetscape design for
such features as signage, street lighting, benches and trash receptacles.
Off-street parking in the fronts of existing buildings within the hamlet area
would be restricted with all new development required to provide parking
either in the side or rear of each site.

¢ Another important element to be included in the Rush Hamlet Area Master
Plan is the need for one or more public parking area(s) that could be jointly
used to satisfy off-street parking space needs for land uses in the hamlet.
Such a public parking lot may be warranted given the small lot
configurations occurring within the hamlet area.

¢ Further, consideration should be given in the hamlet Area Master Plan, for
the Town Hall's existing and future space needs, including the costs for
bringing the Rush Town Hall, Library and other public buildings into
compliance with the Americans With Disabilities Act.

¢ Other considerations would include opportunities for expansion of the Rush
Public Library Facilities and existing recreational programs and facilities.

e Another needs consideration of the Rush hamlet Master Plan should
include the long-term space needs for the Rush Post Office. It is
recommended that the Rush hamlet Area Master Plan explore the
feasibility of a new Town Hall facility combined with space that could be
rented to the Post Office.

2. Passive recreational land (identified on the Plan Map as Committed open Space)
includes: the commitment of the land within the Floodplain of Honeoye Creek to
the Town of Rush under a Conservation Easement Program; the preservation
of freshwater wetland areas; the regulation of development within defined
distances from streams and drainage channels under a Townwide Drainage
Program.

HIGH PRIORITY ACTIONS (1-5 years)

The Town should begin the implementation of its planning program with the following
actions occurring within the first five years of the Plan's adoption. The Town agency that
would be primarily responsible for each action is noted in parentheses.

1.Administrative Actions

e Examine the options for constructing a public wastewater disposal system
for the Rush Community Center area and develop a Master Plan for such
a system. (Town Board)

¢ Prepare a Town Comprehensive Drainage Plan. (Planning
Board and Conservation Board)

e Prepare a Master Plan for the hamlet area. (Planning Board and Zoning



Board of Appeals)
¢ Establish a Capital Improvement Program for the Town. (Town Board)

e Complete the update to the Town of Rush Open Space Index. (Conservation
Board)

¢ Pursue funding sources and work for the creation of additional park and
recreation resources, including working with all appropriate Monroe
County officials to encourage the development of the Lehigh Valley Trail as
soon as possible. (Town Board and Planning Board)

e Work with the Monroe County Parks Department to deter-mine: (Town
Board and Planning Board)

- An appropriate future alignment for the sections of
the Lehigh Valley Trail that cut through lands that
are expected to eventually be developed,;

- Appropriate construction standards for other
developers when they realign the trail. (Planning Board)

2.Legislative Actions (all by the Town Board)

e Commence work on revisions to the Town of Rush Zoning Ordinance,
including provisions for a sliding scale for developments on farmlands,
incentive zoning, a neighbor-hood commercial district, a rural residential
district and criteria for special use permits.

e Amend the Town's Official Zoning Map based on the Comprehensive
Plan.

e Adopt a Storm Water Management Ordinance.

¢ Revise the respective sections of the Town's laws and regulations to

reflect changes occurring with the updating of the State's enabling
statutes.

3.Fiscal Actions

e Pursue sources of funding from the State Environmental Facilities _
Corporation to implement public sewer service within the Rush Community
Center Area. (Town Board)

e Use the Capital Improvement Program to make decisions relating to
Town capital expenditures. (All Town Departments and Town Board)

SUBSEQUENT IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS (1-5 years)
1. Administrative Actions



¢ Prepare and adopt a Town of Rush Park, Recreation and Open Space
Plan. (Planning Board and Conservation Board)

2. Legislative Actions (Town Board)

e Revise the Town Subdivision and Site Plan Review Regulations in
accordance with the Comprehensive Plan by establishing appropriate
criteria to:

- mandate cluster development;

- control points of access, combine driveways and promote non-strip
types of frontage developments;

- buffer adjacent land uses from roads carrying high volumes of traffic
and from incompatible land uses; and

- require reservation of lands for park and
recreational purposes in accordance with a Town of Rush Park,
Recreation and Open Space Plan.

e Incorporate appropriate environmental review steps in the general
development review procedures that are used and in any capital
improvement program procedures that are adopted, thereby ensuring
that the SEQR requirements will be consistently and correctly applied.

OTHER IMPLEMENTATION ACTION—(NO TIMETABLE)

The following is a list of other administrative, fiscal and legislative actions that should
receive further evaluation by the Town before being placed on the five-to-ten year Plan
implementation priority list:

1. Administrative Actions

e Coordinate Town comprehensive and functional plans with those of the
County and other municipal jurisdictions. Coordinate implementation
activities so that project benefits are enhanced and cost savings more
likely. (Planning Boardand Highway Department)

e Coordinate Town planning action with those of the public schools serving
the Town of Rush.

e Continue coordination with both the public and private sectors to create
additional recreation and park resources. (Town Board and Planning
Board)

e Continue to coordinate transportation planning with all appropriate
jurisdictions and organizations. (Highway Department)

e Participate in countywide agricultural planning and support activities.
(Farmland Preservation Committee)



e Coordinate with other jurisdictions regarding planning and upgrading of
infrastructure systems, including sewer and water systems. (Town Board
and Planning Board)

e Initiate annual public information meetings or forums sponsored by the
Town Board to increase contact with business, industry and farming
interests and to identify actions that are needed. (Town Board)

e Complete a design guideline handbook giving examples of appropriate
housing, site, neighborhood, etc. layouts. Until this project can be
completed, collect reference materials which can be copied and shared
with those who wish to develop property in the Town. (Planning Board)

e Establish active, effective contacts with State legislators both as an
individual Town and also through town lobbying organizations to support
enab(ljllglg legislation and other laws which benefit Town residents. (Town
Boar

e Notify ~ neighboring  municipalities about and  solicit their
Partlmpatlon In environmental reviews of projects in Rush that may affect
hem, and encoura% them to reciprocate for projects in their jurisdiction
that may affect Rush. (Planning Board)

e Identify needs and actions to bring all Town owned facilities in compliance
with the requirements of the Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA).
(Town Board)

e Implement ongoing programs to support residential neighbor-hoods -
safety, recreational, walking/bicycle transportation, education re: use of
mass transit, maintenance and enhancement of public and private facilities,
the need for additional commercial services as the Town grows. (Town
Board and Planning Board)

2. Fiscal Actions

e Actively pursue grant programs and low interest loans to implement
various projects identified in the Plan. (Various Boards and Agencies)

e Continue to investigate and promote additional public and private funding
sources for open space acquisition, affordable housing, infrastructure
repair and construction, farm land preservation, farmer subsidies, etc.
(Various Boards and Agencies)

e Continue to schedule and construct traffic improvement measures for
intersections and roads. (Highway Department)

3. Legislative Actions (all by the Town Board)
¢ Establish a Conservation Easement Program. (Conservation Board also)
e Revise Town subdivision/site plan review regulations to make them
consistent with the Plan's goals and policies and to address: (Planning
Board also)
- sewage collection/disposal concerns;

- storm drainage/management concerns;



Sidewalks, street trees and, if appropriate, street lights which support
the housing design and overall site layout.

Pedestrian and bicycle traffic improvements which are located both
within and between subdivisions and other community facilities and
activities.

Construction procedures which prohibit unnecessary site disruption, cut
and fill, vegetation removal and establish standards for replacement of
lost plant materials and addition of new materials upon construction
completion.

Management plans for developers, homeowners and/or the Town
which outline procedures for long term maintenance of street trees and
other live materials in public areas of all new subdivisions.



E.10 Town of Rush Five Year
Recreation Plan



TITLE: TOWN OF RUSH, NEW YORK

RECREATION AND PARKS: FIVE YEAR MASTER PLAN
PREPARED FOR: TOWN OF RUSH

PREPARED BY: STUART BROWN ASSOC.

DATE: JUNE, 2005

PURPOSE: To investigate the recreational needs for programs, new park sites and
facilities for Town of Rush residents and other users. Plans are required every 5 years
to remain eligible for funding.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:

The Town of Rush offers only limited recreational facilities to its residents. Although the
Town partners with the Henrietta School District, its residents can only participate in the
use of the districts’ excellent facilities on a space-available basis and the most desirable
of these are generally filled to capacity.

Many of the recreation programs that Rush offers are self-supporting with the average
cost being $6.78/year. The Plan projects that, with a slight increase in taxes, the Town
can develop a new park which would also include a Community Center and many
outdoor recreational facilities to fulfill the recreational needs of its citizens of all ages.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

Veterans Memorial Park and Dam

e The Plan’s goal is to create a recreational hub around the new park with
unique natural features that would include views of the waterfall, lakeside
fishing, a community sports and recreational facility in close proximity to the
Town’s main shopping and commercial area, its downtown

e The dam on Honeoye Creek, a piece of the local history, would be repaired
and preserved and a small hydroelectric unit would be installed to create
enough renewable energy to provide lighting for the adjacent Veteran's Park
area.
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e Local trail connections to nearby regional trail and other points of interest
would enable residents and visitors to enjoy the park, boating, picnics, fishing
and biking along Honeoye Creek and patronize local restaurants and shops.

e The plan focuses these facilities and improvements serving not only the Town
of Rush, but also the regional users of the trail system, with existing and
proposed connections between the Finger Lakes and Rochester Metropolitan
Area and Lake Ontario and the Seaway Trail system.

Town Hall Property

e The Town Hall is located on 1.5 acres on East Henrietta Road in close
proximity to the new Town Park site.

e A 32-car paved parking lot is located to the south of the Town Hall.

e The Town purchased a nine (9) acre underdeveloped parcel in 2001 adjacent
to the existing Town Hall.

Town Hall Park

e Recreational field including tennis courts, basketball backboards, mult-
purpose skate facility, picnic area with benches, kids playground with
equipment, shuffleboard and horseshoe facility, a canoe launch to provide

water access to the creek and a paved parking lot for 30 vehicles.

e All facilities to be fully handicapped accessible.

Community Center

e Build a center to be available on a daily basis to all residents.

e The Center should be large enough to include parks and recreation offices,
storage area, locker rooms, gymnasium and lockers, multi-purpose rooms
and restrooms (accessible from outside).

e Paved parking lot for approximately 20 vehicles.

e Full handicapped access to all facilities.

e A walking path behind the Community Center and Town Hall to connect it to
the parking lot on the south side of the Town Hall.

e Creation of a full-time Recreation Director position to administer the Parks
and Community Center programs and facilities.
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IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:
Community Center Complex Synergies

e The entire plan would result in the creation of a centrally located, synergistic
community facilities and recreation complex for the Town.

e It would encompass approximately 10.5 acres and consist of the Town Hall,
the Library, the Community Center and the Town Park; easily accessible to all
Town residents and visitors; and linked by trails and sidewalks to the
downtown area.

e It would promote energy efficiency, community spirit, and opportunities for
youth and seniors to pursue asset building activities, and provide support to
local business and tourism. The complex would be funded and supported by
several existing and potential revenue sources including but not limited to
gymnasium and pavilion rental, jukebox, soda and candy machine and other
concessions, yoga, aerobics, dance and tennis lessons and classes, local tax
dollars and county, state and federal grants and community fund raising
efforts and donations.
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E.11 Town of Rush Engineers Report
for Dam



TITLE: TOWN OF RUSH, NEW YORK
RUSH GREENWAY / HAMLET PLAN

PREPARED FOR: Town of Rush
PREPARED BY:
DATE: June 1994

PURPOSE:

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:
o Engineers Report for Rush Dam (June 1994)

This historic dam is constructed across Honeoye Creek in the Center of Rush Hamlet. It is
an earthen dam that was originally constructed to facilitate powering of a mill and has gone
through several rehabilitations and is currently in a very deteriorated state.

The dam stretches approximately 150° across the creek and is 7°6” high. The central
portion of the dam, which is 63’ wide, acts as a weir or spillway. The end abutments are
constructed of reinforced concrete and are approximately 43’ in length.

The report found that although the dam appears stable in its present state, it needs action to
prevent structural deterioration occurring due to seepage and freeze-thaw cycles.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Because the dam has historic significance and not beyond repair, the report recommends sheet
piling approach to rehabilitating the dam and patching the concrete to provide a permanent
pleasing surface at an estimated cost of $217,000, compared to approximately $160,000 to
demolishing the structure.

Demolition of the dam would not only mean the loss of a historically significant structure but
draining of the small, unique lake, increased erosion, alter the fishery and alteration of the
stream corridor with dependable year round water.

Once repaired, the dam has a potential to have a low head hydropower generator to produce
renewable power for local consumption and visitor interest.

In recent years the Town has invested over 2.5 million dollars to acquire open space and
improve community facilities and infrastructure in the Town’s original hamlet and the Rush
dam, Honeoye Creek and the adjoining trails embody the hamlet’s uniqueness and assets on
which the hamlet’s future development plans will be based.
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PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS
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E.12 Genesee River Basin Action
Strategy



TITLE: GENESEE RIVER BASIN ACTION STRATEGY (GRBAS)
PREPARED FOR: NYSDEC AND USACOE

PREPARED BY: GENESEE/FINGER LAKES REGIONAL PLANNING
COUNCIL

DATE: 2004

PURPOSE:

To address the priority water quality and natural resource needs throughout the Genesee
River Basin. The report contains general recommendations applicable to the whole
watershed and specific strategies for issues facing individual sub-watersheds, including
lower Honeoye Creek.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. The primary pollutant sources that exist in the Genesee River Basin have been
documented to various degrees of intensity by a number of state and local
agencies and organizations over time. For the purposes of clarity and
consistency, water quality pollutant sources have been summarized here using
the findings put forth in the 2001 NYSDEC Waterbody Inventory/Priority
Waterbodies List (WI/PWL). These are:

Agriculture

Streambank Erosion

Stormwater Runoff

Hydrologic and Habitat Modification

Failing On-Site Wastewater Treatment Systems
Municipal Drainage/Industrial Discharge

Toxic and Contaminated Sediments

2. Nonpoint Source pollution is generated across wide areas of land, air, and
water, precluding the ability of small, singular entities such as local
governments to address them efficiently and effectively. The watershed
approach to water quality restoration and protection addresses this problem by
evaluating pollution sources and water quality across the basic component of
accumulation and contribution (i.e. the "watershed," "catchment” or "sub-basin”
which, when in combination with other similarly related components, comprise
the drainage basin).

3. Throughout the Basin, federal, state and local agencies are either actively
addressing pollutant sources or developing programs and strategies that will
do so. Details regarding the status of programs currently in effect and
recommendations for those that may be scheduled, partially underway or
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under discussion are identified.

. The final section of Chapter 3 lists actions and recommendations relative to the
continued monitoring of Genesee River Basin waterbodies and enforcement
and compliance activities among federal, state and local agencies regarding
related laws and regulations.

. Chapter 4 of the GRBAS uses the watershed as the foundational component
for quantifying and assessing protection and restoration efforts in the Genesee
River Basin. Watersheds with the greatest need for restoration have been
ranked based on their degree of degradation. When available, local water
guality data supplements data provided in the WI/PWL. Commitments listed in
Chapter 3 have been cross-referenced and are correlated relative to the
location in which those actions are taking place.

. Details regarding levels of pollution, pollution sources and associated use
impairments are provided, the majority of which have been taken directly from
the 2001 WI/PWL. In certain instances, more detailed water quality information
has been provided from local sources; these are noted where present.

. Details regarding the status of programs currently in effect are provided under
the Commitments section; Recommendations include those deemed to be
appropriate by stakeholders, partially underway or under discussion. In an
attempt to avoid repetition and redundancy, a summary of efforts or programs
currently in effect throughout a watershed has been provided at the beginning of
most watershed's segment listing.

. In the significant findings section, the local watershed have been listed with their
corresponding ranking and the related waterbody segments that have
documented water quality problems.

. Watershed names and boundaries used in this report have been derived from the
Hydrologic Unit Maps maintained by the United States Geologic Service (USGS).
As explained by the USGS:

e The United States is divided and sub-divided into successively smaller
hydrologic units which are classified into four levels: regions, sub-
regions, accounting units, and cataloging units. The hydrologic units are
arranged within each other, from the smallest (cataloging units) to the
largest (regions). Each hydrologic unit is identified by a unique
hydrologic unit code (HUC) consisting of two to [eleven] digits based on
the...levels of classification in the hydrologic unit system.

e This system of watershed boundary identification yields two primary, 8-digit
drainage basins in the study area: the Upper Genesee (HUC# 04130002)
and the Lower Genesee (HUC# 041 30003).
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¢ Within these two basins there are a total of 24 11-digit sub-basins, or
watersheds (referred to as "cataloging units" by the USGS above). The
names and locations of these watersheds and their corresponding rank can
be found below; watersheds are identified in this report using the last four
digits of their 11-digit HUC.

10. Watershed Ranking:

e Watersheds containing waterbody segments listed as Precluded or
Impaired on the 2001 PWL arc considered to be High Priority watersheds.
These are waterbody segments that have been found to have significant
levels of pollution that restrict one or more uses on that waterbody.

e Watersheds containing waterbody segments that fully support their uses but
have less than ideal water quality are ranked as Medium Priority
watersheds. These are waterbodies labeled as having Minor Impacts or as
Threatened in the PWL; conditions in these waters are generally considered
to be stable by the DEC but are nonetheless experiencing a measurable
degree of environmental stress from one or more sources. It is important
that these waters are monitored closely by local entities in order to ensure
that conditions do not worsen.

e Watersheds with no definitive information indicating water quality problems
have been ranked as Low Priority watersheds. It may be the case that there
are water quality problems in Low Priority watersheds. The absence of
reliable data, however, precludes our capacity to rank them appropriately.

e The criteria used for watershed ranking focuses primarily on the need for
watershed restoration. Based on this model, it can reasonably be assumed
that watersheds that receive a low priority for restoration are likely to have a
high level of environmental quality and stability and, therefore, should be
considered high priority watersheds for protection. While this has not been
the focus of this investigation, it is a feasible notion that deserves greater
investigation and consideration among Genesee River Basin stakeholders.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
WHOLE BASIN

Agriculture

1. Proper management of agricultural lands and related facilities requires complex
coordination and cooperation in order to ensure that environmental goals are
met without inflicting an undue financial burden on landowners.
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2. Empirical data indicates that agricultural practices constitute a major threat to
water quality in the Genesee River Basin, the pollutants of which are known to
cause both short- and long-term water quality problems.

3. Poor practices in barnyard and feedlot design, silage storage, manure storage
and spreading, and grazing can ultimately lead to problems such as organic
enrichment and streambank erosion, resulting in an overall degradation of area
lakes and tributaries.

4. Short and long term effects of these pollutants may include depleted oxygen
levels, increased pathogens (attributing to beach closures and drinking water
contamination), sedimentation and eutrophication. Furthermore, the improper
storage and use of hazardous materials, such as chemical pesticides,
herbicides and fertilizers, can be a major detriment to surface and groundwater
supplies, the bio-accumulative effects of which pose serious threats to human
and animal populations.

Steambank Erosion

1. Streambank erosion involves the removal of bank material and supporting
sediments during periods of high or normal water flows. The problem can be
attributed primarily to the removal of protective vegetative cover in riparian areas
or by altering land uses in upland areas in a manner that increases stormwater
runoff velocities during high flow events.

2. The direct end results of streambank erosion include: the loss of lands in
upstream areas, particularly fertile and productive farmland; increased levels of
sedimentation and turbidity, which act to disrupt critical habitat for fish and other
native plant and animal communities; deposition and accumulation of materials
in downstream areas; considerable alterations in channel courses; damage to
nearby structures such as bridges and road embankments; and an overall
reduction in water quality.

Stormwater Runoff and Other Nonpoint Sources

1. Stormwater is excess water from precipitation or thawing events that is unable
to infiltrate into the ground, thereby entering nearby waterbodies.

2. Stormwater flows can be exacerbated by impervious surfaces such as roads,
parking lots, and rooftops.

3. As stormwater travels across the landscape, materials such as animal waste,
soils, garbage, fertilizers, pesticides, and petroleum products are collected and
ultimately deposited into receiving waterbodies.
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4. The quality and rate of stormwater runoff is dependent upon a variety of factors,
including the season, amount of precipitation, local geography and the types of
on-land activities that are occurring in the area.

5. Specific environmental problems associated with stormwater runoff include
nutrient loading (particularly phosphorus and nitrogen), which can promote
oxygen depletion and eutrophication; toxic chemical and sediment accumulation
(from residential yards, parking lots, construction sites, etc.) causing overall
water quality and habitat degradation; bacteria and illicit connections to
sewerage systems, which can result in beach closings and other serious public
health concerns; and general aesthetic degradation.

6. Other nonpoint sources may include (but are not limited to) runoff/septage
from landfills, salt storage facilities, road deicing activities and atmospheric
deposition.

Hydromodification and Habitat Modification

Hydro- and habitat modification includes channel modification, draining or altering
wetlands, and the construction of dams and transportation embankments.

1. Channel modification activities have deprived wetlands...of enriching
sediments, changed the ability of natural systems to both absorb hydraulic
energy and filter pollutants from surface waters, and caused interruptions in
the different life stages of aquatic organisms. Channel modification activities
can also alter instream water temperature and sediment characteristics, as
well as the rates and paths of sediment erosion, transport, and deposition. A
frequent result of... channel modification activities is a diminished suitability
of instream and riparian habitat for fish and wildlife. Hardening of banks
along waterways has eliminated instream and riparian habitat, decreased
the quantity of organic matter entering aquatic systems, and increased the
movement of NPS pollutants from the upper reaches of watersheds into
coastal waters.

2. Channel modification projects undertaken in streams or rivers to straighten,
enlarge, or relocate the channel usually require regularly scheduled
maintenance activities to preserve and maintain completed projects. These
maintenance activities may also result in a continual disturbance of
instream and riparian habitat. In some cases, there can be substantial
displacement of instream habitat due to the magnitude of the changes in
surface water quality, morphology and composition of the channel, stream
hydraulics, and hydrology.

3. Excavation projects can result in reduced flushing, lowered dissolved
oxygen levels...loss of streamside vegetation, accelerated discharge of
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4.

pollutants, and changed physical and chemical characteristics of bottom
sediments in surface waters surrounding...channel modification projects.

Reduced flushing, in particular, can increase the deposition of finer-grained
sediments and associated organic materials or other pollutants.

Failing Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS)

1.

Failing onsite wastewater treatment systems (septic systems) is a widespread
and yet relatively unknown and often overlooked source of water quality
contamination in the Genesee River Basin.

Onsite systems are made up of several interrelated components that require
regular maintenance and inspection by qualified personnel.

Systems can fail suddenly due to localized damage or gradually over time
through the natural accumulation of biological debris within the leach field or
from vegetative growth (root damage). When failures occur, they may not be
readily apparent to the property owner.

Systems may be illegally or improperly installed (insufficient capacity, illicit
discharges, etc.) and can be sighted in areas that lack adequate or appropriate
soil cover and composition to allow sufficient time for the biological breakdown
(i.e. treatment) of effluent.

The primary water quality threats associated with failing septic systems include
nutrient loading (phosphorous and nitrogen), low dissolved oxygen and
pathogens which may lead to eutrophication, beach closings, adverse health
effects among human and animal populations and an overall decline in water
quality and aesthetics.

Municipal Drainage and Industrial Discharge

1.

Municipal drainage and industrial discharge consists primarily of domestic
wastes from households and industrial wastewater from manufacturing and
commercial activities. Both types of wastewater are generally collected in
sanitary sewers and conveyed to municipal wastewater treatment plants.

Wastewater entering a treatment plant may contain organic pollutants (sewage)
pathogens and sediments, as well as toxic substances used in the home or in
industrial processes. These may include household cleaners, motor oil,
pesticides, paint or other hazardous compounds. Industrial processes generate
significantly larger volumes of wastewater than do household uses, and
discharges are generally more concentrated and exotic (heavy metals or
synthetic organic compounds, for example).
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3. Combined sewer overflows (CSOs) and sanitary sewer overflows (SSO) should
also be considered. CSOs are discharges of a mix of raw household and
industrial sewage that occur when a system is inundated with stormwater prior
to reaching a treatment facility.

4. SSOs can occur under the same conditions as CSOs or they can be the result
of leaks or breaks in conveyance systems due to gradual deterioration and/or
neglect of the system.

5. All such facilities in NYS must possess a State Pollution Discharge Elimination
System (SPDES) permit in order to operate. Under this permit, plants are
required to file monthly discharge monitoring reports to the DEC.

Toxic and Contaminated Sediment

1. While hazardous discharges into the waters of the Genesee River Basin have
gradually decreased over time, the legacy of those discharges remains in the
form of toxic and contaminated bottom sediments of rivers, lakes and harbors.

2. Contaminated and toxic sediments are among the most expensive remedial
measures present in the Genesee River Basin. Their mitigation poses several
difficulties, primarily preventing the re-suspension of materials from occurring
as well as locating appropriate disposal sites if and when remediation takes
place.

3. Contaminated sediments have been created by decades of industrial and
municipal discharges, combined sewer overflows, and urban and agricultural
non-point source runoff.

4. Buried contaminants posing serious human and ecological health concerns
can be re-suspended by storms, ship propellers, and bottom-dwelling
organisms. Many of these small bottom-dwellers ingest toxins as they feed
in the mud. As larger animals eat these smaller animals, the toxins move up
the food chain, with their concentrations getting higher, often thousands of
times higher.

5. Fish at the top of the food chain, such as lake trout and salmon, can be
unsafe to eat in some areas because of the heavy concentrations of toxic
substances in their tissues. Fish-eating birds, including the bald eagle, may
suffer low reproductive rates or produce offspring with birth defects.

Assessment

1. In accordance with the federal Clean Water Act (CWA), New York State is
required to monitor and assess state water quality in an effort to ensure that water
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resources can viably support three essential functions: wildlife propagation,
recreation and public consumption. In accordance with this mandate, the CWA
specifics four primary activities that the State must carry out:

e Develop and adopt water quality standards designed to protect these
functions (Sec. 303)

e Establish monitoring programs to collect and analyze data regarding
water quality (Sec. 106)

e Report on the status of waters and the degree to which designated uses
are supported (Sec.305(b))

e Identify and prioritize waters that are not meeting water quality standards
(Sec. 303(d))

2. Monitoring and assessment in the Genesee River Basin was last conducted
between 1999 and 2001 (with some revisions added in 2002). The next five-
year Rotating Basin Studies (RIBS) monitoring cycle will take place in the
basin between 2004 and 2006.

3. The 4% of lakes, reservoirs and ponds and 12% of river and stream
segments currently listed as Needing Verification on the Genesee River
Basin WI/PWL will be assessed and verified during the 2004-06 RIBS
monitoring cycle.

4. Source Water Assessment data for all public water supplies in the Basin is
underway and near completion.

HONEOYE LAKE AND HONEOYE CREEK WATERSHEDS

1. A Streambank Erosion Assessment Program (SEAP) is being implemented
by the SWCD in order to assess severity of impact(s) and prioritize
implementation projects.

2. Objectively quantifying and prioritizing watersheds in need of restoration
presents a number of challenges. Data sets are not necessarily universal
throughout the Basin; while the New York Statewide Waters Monitoring
Program attempts to look at all waterbody segments within a drainage basin,
certain areas are ultimately given greater attention and scrutiny than others-
particularly those near significant communities of people.

3. While data regarding industrial discharges in the lower reaches of the
Genesee River are generally well known, concern has been raised regarding
industrial discharges from small public wastewater treatment plants in
upstream/rural areas.
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4. For information on habitual and fish stocking areas, see original document,
Chapter 5 available on G/FL RPC website www.gfrpc.org

NOTE: FOR DETAILS ON SPECIFIC SUB-WATER SHED AREAS SEE
SUMMARIES ON FOLLOWING PAGES.
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3030 - Upper Honeoye Creek High Priority

Documented Water Quality Problems

Honeoye Lake (0402-0032) Impaired Segment

This waterbody has an approximate area of 1734 acres and is located in Ontario County, west of the
Village of Livonia.

Use Impairments and Associated Pollutants:

Recreation is known to be a major impairment; public bathing is known to be stressed.
Water supply is suspected to be threatened; aesthetics are suspected to be stressed.
Algal/weed growth, nutrients (phosphorous), and problems species (Eurasin milfoil) are
known to be major pollutant types. Depleted oxygen/oxygen demand is a suspected type;
Pathogens and silt/sediments are possible types

Pollutant Sources

Agriculture and failing on site septic systems are suspected to be major sources; streambank
erosion is also suspected to be a source. Urban runoff is also a possible source.

Commitments

Honeoye Valley Association (HVA) is currently drafting a watershed management plan
CSLAP and NYSCED Finger Lakes Water Quality Study continue to monitoring water
quality, as does Finger Lakes Community College

Extensive natural resource monitoring and restoration taking place

Ontario County conducting roadbank stabilization

Agricultural BMPs in place

Recommendations

Remaining homes not connected to main sewer line should do so; explore the feasibility of cost
sharing as an option for funding line extension

Continued development and implementation of AEM among all farms found to pollute or

have the potential to pollute in area tributaries

Education and outreach regarding identification of invasive species (Eurasian Milfoil)
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3040 - Middle Honeoye Creek High Priority

Documented Water Quality Problems

Honeove Creek, Middle, and minor tributaries (0402-0066) No Known Impacts

This segment stretches approximately 3 miles from Spring Brook to the Village of Honeoye Falls,
including minor tributaries.

The PWL reports no specific impacts or impairments to water uses of this portion of Honeoye
Creek. Agriculture is cited as a potential source of pathogens and nutrient loading, although there
is no indication that levels are abnormally high in this portion of the creek. Silt and sediment loads
are also high, although soils arc noted to be naturally susceptible to erosion.

See Commitments and Recommendations for Lower Honeoye Creek.

Honeoye Creek, Upper, and minor tributaries (0402-0061) No Known Impacts

This segment stretches approximately 125 miles from the Village of Honeoye Falls to Honeoye Lake
and includes minor tributaries.

The PWL reports no specific impacts or impairments to water uses of this portion of Honeoye
Creek. Agriculture is cited as a potential source of pathogens and nutrient loading, although there
is no indication that levels are abnormally high in this portion of the creek. Silt and sediment loads
are also high, although soils are noted to be naturally susceptible to erosion.

See Commitments and Recommendations for Lower Honeoye Creek.

|Hemlock Lake Outlet and minor tributaries (0402-0013) Impaired Segment

The segment stretches approximately 30 miles below Hemlock Lake to the convergence with
Honeoye Creek, including minor tributaries.

Use Impairments and Associated Pollutants:

e Aguatic life and recreation are suspected to be major impairments. Habitat and hydrology are
known to be stressed.

o  Water level/flow is known to be a major pollutant type. Nutrients and pathogens are
suspected to be major pollutant types; silt/sediments are also suspected pollutant types.
Pesticides are a possible pollutant

Pollutant Sources
o Hydromodification, failing onsite septic systems are known to be major pollutant sources.

e Agriculture and streambank erosion are suspected to be sources; roadbank erosion is a
possible source.

Commitments
* No specific riparian commitments; see Hemlock Lake for more information.
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Recommendations

o Failing onsite septic systems cited thought to be predominantly from the Hamlet of Hemlock; see
Chap. 3 OWTS recommendations

e Conduct streambank inventory and assessment to determine the extent of streambank erosion in
the area. If problems are found to be significant, the Sediment Transport Model may be used to
conduct a more in-depth analysis in the area

Hemlock Lake (0402-0011) Threatened

This waterbody is approximately 2067 acres in area and is located in Livingston/Ontario County line.

Use Impairments and Associated Pollutants:

o Water supply is known to be threatened.

o Water level/flow is a known type of pollutant. Nutrients and silt/sedimentation are suspected to be
major types of pollution.

Pollutant Source
¢ Failing on-site septic systems (Springwater) are known to be a major source pollutant;
hydromodification is also a known source. Agriculture is a suspected source

Commitments

e Clean Water/Clean Air Bond Act and EPF funds will be used to allow the Town of
Springwater to construct a sanitary sewer collection system; this will effectively eliminate direct
discharge/inadequately treated effluent into Hemlock Lake, Springwater Creek and Lime Kiln
Creek

o Lake supplies water to the City of Rochester; new filtration system has decreased risks.

e Livingston Co. SWCD addressing the need for roadbank stabilization

e Strict watershed rules in effect preventing swimming and other recreational activities that can
cause water quality problems

Recommendations

e Further study regarding stabilization to steep slopes may be necessary in order to mitigate
sedimentation during storm events

e Continued monitoring and remediation where necessary
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3050 - Lower Honeoye Creek Medium Priority

Documented Water Quality Problems

Use Impairments and Associated Pollutants:

e Public bathing is suspected to be impaired. Aquatic life and aesthetics are suspected to be
stressed.

o Siltation/sediments are a known pollutant. Nutrients, metals, and pathogens are suspected
pollutants.

Pollutant Sources

e Private/Commercial/Institutional is a suspected point source. Agriculture, urban runoff,
failing on-site septics, streambank erosion, and landfills/land disposal are suspected non-point
sources.

Commitments (for entire Honeoye Creek)

e There are 17 current SPDES permits issued in the Monroe County portion of the creek.

e Nutrient/soils data is collected at the monitoring station in Honeoye Falls in conjunction with the
USGS.

e Rochester area high school students in conjunction with Delta Laboratories has conducted
water quality monitoring in 2001 and have found no apparent impacts present

Recommendations (for entire Honeoye Creek)

e Strict monitoring of SPDES permits to ensure full compliance among permitees.

e Education and outreach to area homeowners regarding the use of lawn pesticides and
fertilizers and their impact on water resources; visit hap: '“vww.thewec.orD, for examples of
possible programs for implementation.

e Encourage concerned citizens to organize and volunteer time and add segment to the
Community Water Watch list (contact: Todd Stevenson, Monroe County DOH)

e Conduct streambank inventory and assessment to determine the extent of streambank erosion

in the area. If problems are found to be significant, the Sediment Transport Model may be
used to conduct a more in-depth analysis in the area

Honeoye Creek, Lower, and minor tributaries (0402-0019) No Known Impacts

Lower Honeoye Creek stretches approximately125 miles, including tributaries, from Spring
Brook to the mouth of the Genesee River.
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POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:
WHOLE BASIN

Agriculture

1. The NYS Agriculture Environmental Management (AEM) approach to whole,
farm planning will be pursued and implemented by, farms within the NYS
portion of the Genesee River Basin (GRB) to address and mitigate water
guality and other environmental concerns. Specifically:

e AEM is initiated on all farms in GRB watersheds that are found to pose a
real or potential nonpoint source threat to area waterbodies

e Where AEM has already been initiated, all farms will complete through
Tier 1l (planning stages) and continue to Tiers IV and V (implementation
and evaluation stages, respectively)

2. Conditions under the 2004 SPDES CAFO permits are met with, full
compliance by all medium and large CAFOs in the basin; specifically, the
NYS DEC will ensure that implementation schedules are being met on or
ahead of schedule.

3. Components of the Genesee River Basin Sediment Transport Model will be
used to address agricultural erosion and nutrient and pesticide loading
concerns of GRB stakeholders.

Steambank Erosion

1. The Genesee River Basin Sediment Transport Model will be used to identify
critical areas within Basin watersheds where excessive erosion is occurring.
Output from the model will be used as a decision support mechanism for
watershed organizations and government agencies in cooperation with local
landowners.

2. Streambank inventories will be conducted on all river and stream segments
within the Basin that are identified to have significant water quality impacts
resulting from streambank erosion.

3. Structural and riparian controls, BMPs, bioengineering and regulatory
controls deemed to be the most effective and appropriate will be implemented
within priority riparian corridors that have been identified to be impacted from
streambank erosion.

Stormwater Runoff and Other Nonpoint Sources

1. Stormwater management programs that address the "Six Minimum
Measures" of Phase Il Stormwater Regulations are implemented among
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all MS4 communities by or before the 2008 deadline.

2. Construction activities that disturb one or more acres of land are closely
monitored by the DEC or other relevant agencies (SWCD staff for example)
to ensure that Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans are being properly
devised and fully implemented by responsible parties, especially within rural
communities that lie outside of MS4 communities.

3. Stormwater compliance among communities and activities that fall
below the established Phase II.

4. Stormwater thresholds are addressed in a reasonable and timely
manner.

Hydromodification and Habitat Modification

1. Where and when applicable, the Genesee River Basin Sediment Transport
Model will be used to help guide stream corridor rehabilitation measures that
will improve stream stability and habitat improvement among waterbodies
impacts by hydro- and habitat modification.

2. Continue to develop watershed based wetland and riparian area programs
that target issues of concern (flooding, nutrient loading, silt and sediment)
and implement in areas adversely affected by hydro/habitat modification with
priority given to PWL waterbody segments.

3. Wetlands and riparian habitats will be improved by working with federal,
state, and county partners, as well as other non-governmental agencies.

Failing Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS)

1. Designated best uses are restored for all waters where OWTS or direct
discharges from homes are currently the primary source of pollutants
causing PWL listing.

2. Public education and outreach efforts advocating proper system design,
construction, use and maintenance for homeowners, public officials and
contractors.

3. Routine inspection and maintenance of OWTS by county officials and/or
certified professionals to insure proper system operation.

4. Administrative control measures or alternative design standards should be

instituted in communities that are serviced by OWTS and are located near
waterbodies known to be impacted by failing OWTS.
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Municipal Drainage and Industrial Discharge

1. All CSO communities will meet State and Federal policy commitments;
specifically, in accordance with NPDES regulations, the 'Nine Minimum
Controls" and the establishment of long term control plans for CSOs should
be in place.

2. Full compliance and improvements related to SPDES permits.
Toxic and Contaminated Sediment

1. In the absence of an innovative strategy to remove contaminated sediments
from areas within the Basin, containment must be a top priority.

Assessment

1. The NYSDEC will maintain SPDES facility surveillance as resources allow
and take timely action when non-compliance is identified.

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:
None

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:
WHOLE BASIN

Agriculture

1. Agriculture Environmental Management (AEM): AEM is a voluntary,
watershed-based approach to farm planning and implementation in regions
where agriculture has been identified as a known or high-potential non-point
source pollutant. The program is implemented in five successive stages.

2. Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plans (CNMPs): Conservation planning is a natural resource
problem-solving process. The process integrates ecological (natural resource),
economic, and production considerations in meeting both the owner's/operator's
objectives and the public's natural resource protection needs. This approach
emphasizes identifying desired future conditions, improving natural resource
management, minimizing conflict, and addressing problems and opportunities.
Comprehensive nutrient management plans (CNMPs) are developed in
accordance with NRCS conservation planning policy and rely on the planning
process and established conservation practice standards.

3. State Pollution Discharge Elimination System (SPDES) 2004 General Permit for
Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations (CAFOSs).
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Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP): EQIP offers contracts with a
minimum term that ends one year after the implementation of the last scheduled
practices and a maximum term of ten years. These contracts provide incentive
payments and cost-shares to implement conservation practices. Persons who
are engaged in livestock or agricultural production on eligible land may
participate in the EQIP program. EQIP activities are carried out according to an
environmental quality incentives program plan of operations developed in
conjunction with the producer that identifies the appropriate conservation
practice or practices to address the resource concerns. The practices are
subject to NRCS technical standards adapted for local conditions. The local
conservation district approves the plan.

Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP): A voluntary program that
pays participant farm owners to implement conservation practices on
environmentally sensitive lands. Contracts for lands enrolled in the program are
generally written to last between 10 to 15 years. Areas targeted for CREP
include cropland and marginal pastureland adjacent to streams and wellhead
areas that provide drinking water to rural municipalities, to include projects such
as buffer strip construction and moving grazing areas away from water sources.

Genesee River Basin Sediment Transport Model: The Sediment Transport
Model for the Genesee River Basin is designed to simulate water and
sediment yields in large, complex watersheds that feature varying soils and
land use patterns. The model consists of two primary components. The first is
used as a tool for predicting the impact of land management practices on
water, sediment, and agricultural chemical yields. The second component can
evaluate the design efficiency of efforts to reduce sedimentation, stabilize
stream channels and improve local habitat conditions.

Information, Education and Outreach for Landowners and Farm Operators:
Farm operators need to be aware of the latest developments in agricultural
BMPs that can reduce soil loss and nutrient loading in area waterbodies and,
more importantly, the programs available to assist with implementation of
such BMPs and the costs associated therein.

The DEC must strictly enforce and, if possible, expedite implementation
schedules among all CAFOs in the Basin. County SWCDs can and should
provide assistance when and where possible. Primary emphasis should be
focused on implementing CNMPs among both medium and large CAFOs.

Agricultural pollution prevention mechanisms such as AEM and CREP should
continue to be expanded to high-risk farms in the Basin, particularly those that
are not covered under the CAFO General Permit. All farms that are located near
waterbodies impacted by agricultural pollution sources should be implementing
BMPs to mitigate pollution and the potential to pollute. Adequate sources of
funding for planning and cost sharing should be actively sought by local,
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county and regional agencies.
Steambank Erosion

1. Streambank Inventories: High detailed analyses should be conducted in areas
heavily or moderately impacted by streambank erosion in order to determine
the location and extent of damage.

2. Erosion and Sediment Control: Upon completion of detailed streambank
analyses, effective mechanisms to control streambank erosion in affected areas
should be explored and implemented. These may include the revision or
creation of local laws based on information gathered through streambank
inventories or through other means of assessing local impacts, such as a stream
segment analysis or watershed characterization report.

3. Initiate Model Riparian Corridor and Shoreline Practices: Model riparian corridor
and shoreline practices can provide a number of immediate benefits to lakes,
rivers and streams and, when initiated consistently throughout a watershed, can
also have a positive, cumulative affect on regional water quality. Vegetated
buffer strips comprise the core of such practices. Buffer strips can work to
reduce rates of shoreline and streambank erosion, absorb nutrients, decrease
thermal pollution and provide critical wildlife habitat to a diverse array of animal
species.

4. A streambank inventory should be conducted: Tributaries known or suspected
to be experiencing impairments from streambank erosion should be further
inventoried and investigated.

Stormwater Runoff and Other Nonpoint Sources

1. Creation of an inventory documenting historic hazardous waste sites.

2. Stormwater Phase Il Outreach: Information and assistance regarding
implementation of Phase Il regulations and requirements should be provided to
all municipal boards, contractors, developers, enforcement officers, public
works department, municipal engineers, and highway superintendents.

3. Assessment and Revision of Local Laws: Municipal zoning codes and
ordinances should be reviewed and assessed to determine the degree to
which they effectively address stormwater management, erosion and
sediment control.

4. Stormwater Drainage Districts: The possibility of instituting special jurisdictions
(stormwater drainage districts) to facilitate the implementation, maintenance
and financing of stormwater BMPs should be explored and encouraged where
feasible.
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Hydromodification and Habitat Modification

1.

Water Withdrawals for Agricultural/Industrial Processes: An assessment of the
implications of significant water withdrawals (for irrigation and other utilitarian
functions) on local waterbody health and function should be conducted.

Implement a program to identify and rank critical habitat in and along
waterways with the goal of restoring, enhancing and protecting the most
significant habitats.

Failing Onsite Wastewater Treatment Systems (OWTS)

1.

Public Education and Outreach: are needed for training of onsite wastewater
treatment installers and maintainers, code enforcement officers, inspectors
and homeowners regarding the proper installation and maintenance of onsite
wastewater treatment systems and on the appropriate use and disposal of
household hazardous substances.

Homeowners and local officials should devise methods to insure that area
systems are functioning properly. This includes the routine inspection of
absorption fields and pumping of tanks on a regular schedule (based on
household size).

Elected officials and agency heads should actively explore alternatives to
failing OWTS, particularly in high-density communities that lack a centralized
treatment facility.

Administrative Control Measures: such as NYS Health Department regulation
addendums, septic surveys, property/home sale contingencies, subdivision
rules and regulations, and site review and zoning regulations. Should be
adopted at the most appropriate management level (county, town, homeowners
association, environmental overlay district, watershed protection district, etc.).
Common components of OWTS control measures include a sound, legal
framework, financial guarantees or bonds, inspection, enforcement, and
penalty provisions, and a public education program.

Conservation measures such as enforcing the use of high efficiency
plumbing devices for new systems and promoting their use as a contingency
for the approval of a replacement system or upgraded system. Are needed
to reduce hydraulic loading and promote an unsaturated, aerobic condition
in the leach field.

In instances where funding for construction of centralized treatment
systems is unavailable, or their construction is deemed to be impractical,
administrative control measures should be implemented in regions where
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failing OWTS are known or suspected to be a significant source of water
pollution.

Municipal Drainage and Industrial Discharge

1. NYSDEC assures that all CSO communities have developed long-term CSO
control plans and that SPDES permits meet the requirements of the federal
Clean Water Act.

2. Changes in SPDES permit limits for chemicals on the list of high priority
chemical pollutants should be documented to the greatest degree possible
when permits for facilities in the Genesee River Basin are renewed.

3. Assess upstream measures to address industrial discharge.

Toxic and Contaminated Sediment

1. Continued regulation, monitoring, and remediation of contaminated sediments
is needed.

2. Develop a program for removal and disposal of equipment containing PCBs
within industrial, commercial, municipal and residential locations.

Assessment

1. In order to compile a more comprehensive body of information relative to
stressed waterways in the Genesee River Basin, stressed stream analyses
should be conducted among all major streams in high-priority watersheds (as
ranked in Chapter 4 of the report).

2. Monitor enforcement efforts for NYS DEC permits for stormwater discharges.
HONEOYE LAKE AND HONEOYE CREEK WATERSHEDS

1. Organizations such as the Water Education Collaborative and county
agencies should be encouraged to promote education and outreach
programs. Effective programs will cover proper system design, construction,
use and maintenance of OWTS for homeowners, code enforcement officers
and other relevant agency officials.

2. Continue developing and implementing interrmmicipal agreements (IMAS)
between Monroe County and the municipalities to protect water quality.

NOTE: IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS FOR EACH SUB-

WATERSHED ARE LISTED ON THE SUMMARY SHEETS IN THE
SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS SECTION.
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SUB-WATERSHED LOCATIONS PRIORITY

Lower Genesee - HUC# 04130003

3030 - Upper Honeoye CreeK ........cvvvvvvvvvvninnnn.. High

3040 - Middle Honeoye Creek ......coiiiiiennnnnn.... High

3050 - Lower Honeoye Creek .....coviieeviiiinennnnns Medium
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E.13 Evaluation of Hydroelectric
Power Generating Capacity of noneoye creek



TITLE: EVALUATION OF HYDROELECTRIC POWER GENERATING CAPACITY OF
HONEOYE CREEK AND ECONOMIC SUMMARY

PREPARED FOR: VILLAGE OF HONEOYE FALLS

PREPARED BY: BRUCE ARGAUR AND HYDROELECTRIC COMMITTEE

DATE: 2002

PURPOSE: To determine if it is/'was economically feasible to utilize the falls in Honeoye
Falls to generate Hydro power

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

1.

2.

3.

The cost of construction for a hydro plant of a size to serve the Village was
estimated at $1,785,000.

There was no economic model that demonstrated a return on investment based
upon the costs for energy from commercial sources at the time.

Report should be maintained for reference in the future if costs of construction or
costs of energy change.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:

=

Hw

®~N oo

©

Village owns water rights

Several options for selling power, but independent system limited because Niagara
Mohawk owns the transmission lines

Not sufficient flow to produce power year-around

Licensing may be difficult due to competing interests for water and cost could be
increased by improvements to Honeoye Creek that could be required by regulatory
agencies

Year to year flow is very unpredictable

Not enough flow June- October to generate power

102 cfs for 7 months is usable flow

Generating capacity is 1376 MWhrs./yr with turbine designed to intake 50% of
median flow

Cost per year to amortize construction cost and operate the system exceeds
revenue projection



E.1 4 Honeoye Falls Citizens Advisory
Committee Report



TITLE: CITIZENS ADVISORY COMMITTEE REPORT ON GROWTH AND
DEVELOPMENT IN HONEOYE FALLS

PREPARED FOR: TOWN OF HONEOYE FALLS

PREPARED BY: LOCAL CITIZENS

DATE: June 1990

PURPOSE: This Citizen’s Advisory Committee report to the Mayor and Village Trustees
contains an excellent and easy to understand overview of the planning process employed by
communities, and uses this process to make specific recommendations for Honeoye Falls.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS:

The report contains several recommendations organized under the following areas of
concern:

1. Business and Commerce

This section contains detailed recommendations on Village parking; utilization of
vacant commercial / industrial space; Village Business Character including signs,
storefront design and building materials & zoning; industrial space; community
pavilion and funding of business improvements and activities.

2. Open Space

Open space recommendations address maintenance of traditional village pattern;
preservation of lands with scenic / recreational / farming value; preservation of
natural and manmade environment; pedestrian link between recreational /
commercial / residential areas; parks / active open space; screening & buffer zones
and a tree preservation law.

3. Housing

Housing recommendations address the ability of the Village to retain “Character” in
view of growth projections; development density; preservation of Main Street
homes; zoning revisions; historic preservation law; site plan review and
construction criteria for new and infill homes and optimum number of homes for the
Village.

4. Public Services

This element of the report contains recommendations on tree planting, sidewalk
maintenance, street width, parking, Village Museum, Village office staffing and
other miscellaneous issues.
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SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:

The report includes very comprehensive and understandable reasons for addressing specific
issues in a Comprehensive Plan. There are several statements specific to including these in
a plan for Honeoye Falls.

POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS:

Specific recommendations regarding trails, pedestrian links within the Village, and Village
center enhancement include

1.

The authority of planning and establishing the Village Trail should reside with the
Recreation Board and the proposed Conservation Board

The Village and Volunteer groups such as scouts should share responsibility for
maintaining and enhancing the trail to foster pride in the community and to assure
that the system is respected, used and improved over time.

The existing trail system in the Village should be used as a foundation for the
creation of the expanded trail system with Honeoye Creek being the priority area
for the creation of the expanded trail system.

The existing street / sidewalk system should be used as an extension of the trail
system to connect its various arteries and provide access to parks and open
spaces.

The trails should be developed to encompass a wide variety of activities such as
walking, jogging, biking and cross-country skiing.

Business District Improvements

The report contains several excellent recommendations to preserve and enhance the existing
Village Center including signage, zoning, parking, design and historic character preservation,
marketing and land-use. Some of the recommendations include:

6.

9.

Through acquisition, redesign and co-development, make more parking available
and make existing and new parking more accessible.

Use discrete signage to indicate parking locations.

Require parking lot landscaping and screening, shared parking and access and
pedestrian linkages from parking areas to the storefronts.

Preserve existing significant structures and require that new activities contribute to
the diversity of available services in the Village.
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10.Require new activities to not adversely impact traffic flow and safety and provision
of limited on street, parallel parking.

11.Employ the concept of “maximum front set back” to insure that new structures are
located in close proximity to the roadway with parking lots allowed only at the rear
or side of the structure.

12.To provide ease of pedestrian access and circulation, existing sidewalks should be
preserved and new activities should provide sidewalk connections to the existing
system.

13.Primary exterior materials of new structures should match material commonly
found on existing structures within the Village.

PROJECT RECOMMENDATIONS:

1. CAC recommends that a multi-purpose trail system be created to afford pedestrian
links for safe and convenient access to village amenities for residents and visitors and
once established, the trail system should be maintained for optimum safety and
security. This trail would:

= Provide public access to active and passive open space areas linking Harry
Allen Park with Monroe Street Park and Fireman’s Field including the North
Main Street park site, the proposed Wolfsburger Park and the northwest creek
area.

*= Following courses of the historic millraces, establish access to virtually the
entire shoreline of Honeoye Creek and making use of the former railroad right-
of-way, it would network the woodlands of the northwest quadrant and the
Student’s Nature Walk.

= Be planned to take advantage of existing paths and right-of-ways and
coordinated with plans for the development of both open space and future
residential and commercial projects. Key to establishing this system would be
negotiation of conservation easements to allow trails to cross over privately
owned lands.

IMPLEMENTATION RECOMMENDATIONS:
1. Form a not-for-profit “Development Council” chartered to:

= Solicit business and private development funds and Grants

= Administer the funds and Grants for the benefit of the commercial district(s)

= Undertake marketing efforts for the Village as a whole

= Fund and organize civic and special events to promote tourism and other economic
development activities.
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E.15 Village and Town Recreation
Survey



TITLE: VILLAGE OF HONEOYE FALLS AND TOWN OF MENDON
PARKS SURVEY RESULTS

PREPARED FOR: TOWN OF MENDON AND VILLAGE OF HONEOYE
FALLS

PREPARED BY: CRUX RESEARCH, INC
DATE: FEBRUARY 2008

PURPOSE:
To obtain information on park usage, future park improvements, and recreational preferences of
residents of both communities.

SUMMARY/RECOMMENDATIONS

The survey was web-based and open to anyone that wanted to respond, although the response
summary in this document was limited to Town and Village residents’ responses. Although not
random, the survey was still believed to have a +-5% accuracy due to weighting for population
differences. The document did not make any recommendations, but responses to many of the
questions substantiate the recommendations of the Greenway Plan.

SIGNIFICANT FINDINGS:
e More people used the parks in Honeoye Falls than the Parks in Mendon outside Honeoye
Falls
e Most people were generally satisfied with the parks in the Village and the Town
e Improving parks should be a financial priority for both the Village and Town
e The three top priorities (critically or very important) of respondents (from 10 selections)
were:
o0 Protect Open Space from unplanned development (94%)
0 Preserve Natural Areas (94%)
o Preserve environmentally sensitive areas (92%)
e The majority of respondents would use the Village parks more often if:
0 There were more natural areas or trails (46%)
0 There were more amenities or shelters (32%)
o If parks were safer and more secure (24%)
o If the sidewalk network reached the parks (23%)
¢ Nine of the top thirteen activities that were most important for the Honeoye Village parks
could/would be accommodated in the greenway
o Walking, jogging, running (65%)
Picnic/gatherings (63%)
Fitness trails (51%)
Dog walking/exercising (50%)
Hiking (47%)
Cross country skiing (43%)

OO0O0OO0O0
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o
o
o

Bicycling (43%)
Canoeing/kayaking (29%)
Fishing (27%)

e Respondents would use Town parks more often if:

o
o
o

There were more amenities or shelters (33%)
There were more natural areas or trails (30%)
If parks were easier to get to (12%)

¢ Nine of the top fifteen activities that were most important for the Town of Mendon parks
could/would be accommodated in the greenway

(0}

O O0O0O0O00O0

o

Walking, jogging, running (54%)
Picnic/gatherings (52%)

Cross country skiing (44%)
Fitness trails (42%)

Dog walking/exercising (40%)
Hiking (38%)

Bicycling (36%)
Canoeing/kayaking (24%)
Fishing (20%)

e The Lehigh Valley Trail was the second highest used non local owned park in the Town,
with the following usage in the past year by respondents:

o

O o0 O

More than 20 times (26%)
10 — 20 times (23%)

Less than 10 times (33%)
Did not use (19%)
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