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Dear Rush Residents,
As we move into the fall season, I am happy to report
on a number of projects that are moving forward.
Access to Public Water In our beautiful town, safe
drinking water is not available to all homeowners.
This has been a long-standing concern for me, and
when I became your town supervisor, this was very
high on my to-do list. Delayed by COVID and the
challenges of limited funding resources, I am happy
to say that we have now assembled a group of
knowledgeable and experienced people to
investigate what is needed and what can be done to
provide relief to those who suffer this burden of the
lack of quality or quantity of water on a daily basis.
This is not an easy challenge, but the first step is
developing a plan for impacted areas.
Last year I applied to receive Federal Coronavirus
Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act
funding to improve infrastructure such as expanding
access to the Internet and safe drinking water. I am
happy to report that I was notified that we were
awarded $375,000. We have also been told that
other grant monies may be available. I want us to be
ready with a well-developed plan so we can apply
and obtain the grants we need. The information
meeting on increasing access to public water is set
for Wednesday, October 6 at 6 PM at the Rush
Methodist Church, 6200 Rush Lima Road.
Local Waterfront Revitalization Program (LWRP)
More than two years ago, the Rush Recreation and
Park Association (Rush RPA) successfully
advocated for our town to partner with Henrietta on
a state planning grant to improve our public lands on
waterways. The program is now fully underway, and
the consultant is seeking community input and
volunteers. Find out more by checking out their
website, www.henrietta.org/lwrp or call my office.
Proposed projects include the 100 Acres Nature
Park and Riverfront Trail – a mile long trail that will
connect to Henrietta, the Rochester and Genesee
Valley Railroad Museum, Monroe County
Fairgrounds, NYS Transportation Museum, and the
Rush Riverside Refuge.
2022 Town Budget As I write this message, I am
completing my budget proposal for 2022. When I

was elected to be your town supervisor, one promise
I made was to lower your taxes. Last year we didn’t
know the economic impact of COVID, so we were
cautious and held our tax rate steady. This year, I
can keep my promise. We can reduce taxes while
we maintain quality services. My proposed budget is
bold but conservative, with modest increases for
employees, supports and services. The Town’s Tax
Rate goes down more than 25% from $4.22 to
$3.10. This goal is achieved by reducing the tax rate
by the same percentage of increase in value of our
town’s taxable property (16.76%); and using a
portion of our unspent tax dollars. We can maintain
this lower rate by continuing property upgrades,
preventative maintenance, and investing in human
resources, technology, and security.
1911 Corner House Finally, after more than a year
and a half of debate, I’m pleased to report that the
Town Board voted 4-1 to repair and replace the roof
on the corner house. The Rush Historical Society
submitted an exciting proposal to partner with the
town to store and showcase our town’s historical
artifacts. This can be a welcome center and meeting
space for residents and visitors to enjoy. More to
come on this exciting new venture!
Best wishes for an enjoyable fall! Please contact me
with questions and suggestions. Call 533-9058 or
stop in – I will enjoy meeting with you.

Gerry Kusse
Town Clerk’s Office

Pamela Bucci, Town Clerk
Monday-Friday 8:30 AM-4:30 PM

Phone: 533-1312
Pam@townofrush.com

HOLIDAYS – TOWN HALL CLOSED
Town Hall offices are closed
Monday, October 11th for
Columbus Day and
Indigenous People’s Day,
Thursday, November 11th
for Veteran's Day and
Thursday and Friday, November 25th and 26th for
the Thanksgiving Holiday. The TOWN BOARD will
meet on Tuesday, November 23rd at 7 PM before
the Thanksgiving Holiday.

SCHOOL TAX BILLS

Reminder: If you chose to make installments, send
October and November payments to Monroe County
Treasury, PO Box 14420, Rochester, NY 14614.
If you have not received your tax bill, please contact
my office to let us know. You can go to
www.monroecounty.gov to obtain a copy of your tax
bill. If you do not have access to a computer or
experience difficulties, please call us and we will be
happy to provide a duplicate bill to you.

ELECTION DAY–
TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 2, 2021
Plan Your Vote
Last day to register to vote - Friday, October 8th
in person at Board of Elections or application postmarked by the 8th and received by the 13th.
You can choose one of three ways to vote:
Early Voting Saturday, October 23 to Sunday,
October 31. You can go to any early voting location
in Monroe County. For a complete schedule of times
and locations, go to Early Voting In New York State
| Monroe County, NY
Absentee Ballots: You must be eligible to apply for
an absentee ballot and meet specific deadlines.
Contact Monroe County Board of Elections, 585753-1550 for more information.
Vote In Person: On Election Day, Tuesday,
November 2, 2021. All Rush voters vote at the Rush
United Methodist Church, 6200 Rush-Lima Road,
Rush, Polls are open from 6 AM until 9 PM.

Building Department

John Limbeck, Building Inspector
building@townofrush.com
Phone: 533-9114
It’s time to get your snow blowers ready for winter
use, which is certainly on its way. Check your oil
level and air filter and make sure that you have fresh
gasoline in the tank.
Absolutely check the augers to make sure that
nothing is caught in them. Finally, start the blower
and let it run for a bit. It’s never good to wait until
there’s snow on the ground to get your blower ready.

Have your furnace cleaned and change your filter. If
you have a humidifier attached to your furnace,
make sure that it too is operating correctly and at the
correct percentage of humidity.

Assessor’s Office

Agostino Mineo, Assessor
Tuesday, 8:30 AM – 12:30 PM
Assessor@townofrush.com
Phone: 533-2330
If you have any questions about exemptions, please
check the town website or visit the State of New York
Department of Taxation and Finance at
https://www.tax.ny.gov or call 518-457-2036.
In the fall, we will be mailing out renewals and taking
applications for the 2022 tax roll year. All exemptions
must be filed with your local assessor's office by
March 1, 2022. If you are new to Rush and qualify
for the Basic STAR Credit you must register with the
state to be enrolled in the Basic STAR Credit
Program. STAR and Enhanced STAR Exemptions
no longer need to be renewed.

Historian’s Office
Susan Mee

Phone: 533-1312
Sue@townofrush.com

The last couple of months have brought several
milestone celebrations for some of our Rush
residents. There may have also been others, but
these are the ones of which I am aware. Please feel
free to share information with me so that our Rush
community is aware and we can share in the
congratulations!
Marilyn
Chase
celebrated her 90th
birthday on August
21st. She is shown
here with the two
newest additions to
the family, twin
greatgranddaughters!
These cuties are
the daughters of
Jason
and
Courtney
Chase.
Jason is the son of Bill and Kathy Chase. Greatgrandchildren now number 29 for Marilyn!

Now is also the time to make sure that your home
heating units are functioning at their optimum levels.
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Congratulations
to Walter and
Jean Banker
on their 75th
wedding
anniversary!
Family
and
friends
gathered with
Walt and Jean
on Sunday afternoon, September 4th, at the Rush
United Methodist Church to help them celebrate this
milestone anniversary. Wishing them many more
happy years together!
The following day,
September 5th, Roger
Greiten celebrated his
90th birthday with family
and friends at Dipper
Dan’s in Honeoye Falls.
It was a perfect day for
an outdoor birthday
celebration with ice
cream for all! Happy 90th
birthday, Roger!
Over the past year and a half, I have been
corresponding with a gentleman named Nathaniel
Jeffords from Michigan. I have to admit when I first
saw his name pop up in my email, it was a bit
startling! The Jeffords name, of course, is an old
family name in Rush and Nathan Jeffords, Sr. was a
veteran of the American Revolution. Nathan Jeffords
was born in Hopkinton, MA, in 1755 and married
Rebekah Sherwood in 1781. They had five children
before Rebekah passed in March 1801 at the age of
45. Nathan married his second wife, Sally Helmes,
in July 1802. Sally and Nathan had 11 children
together and the family moved to Rush in 1806.
Nathan passed in 1819. The Jeffords homestead still
stands and is located at 1658 Rush Scottsville Road,
just west of the Pine Hill Cemetery. The oldest
section of the Pine Hill Cemetery is the original
Jeffords family burial ground where many Jeffords
family members are buried along with other early
Rush families.
In researching the cemetery records, I found that
there are four Nathan Jeffords buried in the Rush
Pine Hill Cemetery. They are: Nathan Jeffords,
1757-1819; Captain Nathan Jefferds, 1786-1867;
Nathan Hayden Jefferds, 1816-1881, and Nathan
Cranson Jefferds, 1852-1853.

www.townofrush.com

Cindy Bock, who is also a Jefferds family
descendant, has been sharing photos and other
documents she has found in sorting through the
collection of materials at her father’s home. Cindy’s
mother was Ruth Jefferds and she married Robert
Bock, of the Bock’s grocery store family in Rush. In
a beautiful family photo album belonging to Cindy’s
family, there are photos of two of the Nathan Jeffords
(shown below).

On the left Captain Nathan Jeffords, (1786-1867); on the
right is his son, Nathan Hayden Jefferds (1816-1881).

You may have noticed that the Jeffords name is
spelled Jeffords and also Jefferds in this article. Bob
Bock told me several years ago that, according to his
wife, Ruth Jefferds Bock, the family lore was that
there had been some sort of disagreement years
ago between two family members. Those family
members decided to separate themselves by
changing the spelling of the last name. If the story is
true, the details are unknown, but the different name
spellings go back many years and are spelled
differently even on the headstones at Pine Hill. It’s
not the only family I have found where the spelling of
the name differs among branches of the family.
Please join us for upcoming events co-sponsored by
the Historian’s Office and Rush Historical Society.
We will follow masking and distancing guidelines.
November 21, 2 PM. William Udicious Pavilion:
Todd Allen, Monroe County Sherriff’s Office
Historian, will present the history of the MCSO.
Saturday, December 4th, for our Annual Tree
Lighting Ceremony. The tree planted on the Town
Hall grounds for our Bicentennial year will be lit in
early evening. Please plan to join us for caroling
followed by refreshments in the Udicious Pavilion.
Stay tuned for more details!
Wishing everyone a very happy and beautiful Fall!

Sue
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“Seniors Exercise Class”

Recreation Department

Patricia Stephens, Supervisor

Phone: 533-2340
Pat@townofrush.com

Pat Rose Seniors Exercise Specialist and the Rush
Recreation Department presents a winter session.
The 8-week program
will be on Thursdays
November 18th January 20th
10:00AM-11:00AM.

PROGRAMS AND PAYMENTS
Information and payments for Recreation Programs
are on the town website, www.townofrush.com
You can view also view the dates available for the
Pavilion, and can send a request to rent the pavilion
or fields on a particular date.

WE STILL HAVE OPENINGS IN
AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAM!!

The program provides a safe, structured, supervised
environment where your child can play and interact
with friends. Program activities include arts & crafts,
games, outings, and gym time. The program runs
from school dismissal until 6:00 p.m. each full day
when school is in session. There are Four Quarterly
payments from September-April of the school year.
Days/Week
5 days
4 days
3 days
2 days
1 day

Resident
$498
$399
$299
$200
$100

Non-Resident
$599
$479
$359
$239
$120

November- December Classes
AEROBICS WITH
VICKIE MENZ

The Town of Rush
Recreation Department
and Vickie Menz, an
aerobics instructor in
Rush since 1982, will be
offering a NovemberDecember evening aerobics class for ages 16 and
up. The class is designed to improve cardiovascular
health with fun moves choreographed to music you
will enjoy. It also includes floor routines to target your
stomach, legs, and arms, as well as stretches to
improve flexibility. A good exercise mat is essential;
a pair of weights (3 or 4lbs.) is optional. All fitness
levels are welcome. Dates and costs located below.
Tuesdays and Thursdays
10/28/21-12/16/21 (No class 11/25)
Cost
Resident
Non-resident
1 day/week
$28
$32
2 days/week
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$44

$47

(No class November
25th or December 30th)

The classes will be
held at the Rush Park William Udicious Pavilion. The
classes will be taught by Pat Rose, a Certified
instructor. The cost per person will be $45.00 for
Rush residents and $50.00 for non-Rush
residents. The cost of this program may be
reimbursable through your health insurance plan!
Make sure you bring your bar weights or two cans of
soup! Sign up begins now at the Rush Town Hall
Clerk’s office. Please call Pat Stephens at 533-2340
if you have any questions.
What is Tai chi?
Tai chi combines slow
moving with deep
breathing.

TAI CHI FOR
ARTHRITIS

Mondays and
Wednesdays
10:00 - 10:45am
What are the benefits? November 1stDecember 22nd
Increase strength,
Where: William
balance & posture.
Udicious Pavilion
Prevent falls.
1900 Rush Scottsville
Improve mind, body
Rd in Rush.
& spirit.
Cost:
Reduce stress and
$25.00 for Residents
increase relaxation.
$30.00 Non-Residents
Find applications and
pay online at www.townofrush.com.
Tai Chi provided by Town of Rush and Lifespan.

It is with great regret
that we had to cancel
the Rush Fall Festival
for the safety of
everyone. We are planning on offering the Fall
Festival on Saturday, October 1st, 2022.
October/November 2021

Holiday

Library News

Kirsten Flass, Director
Phone: 533-1370, Fax: 533-1546
www.RushLibrary.org

Dear Neighbors,
Covid-19 Update: The Town of Rush has

reestablished its mask-wearing policy inside the
Town Hall and Library due to the resurgence of local
Covid cases. Masks are now required regardless
of vaccination status. We have masks available if
you forget yours, and we continue to offer
curbside delivery if you don’t want to come in,
and home delivery if you are housebound. Hand
sanitizer is available, and our bathrooms are open
for hand washing. If Library staff are able to have
a safe work environment, we can continue to
stay open for you!

Covid and In-Person Programs: As we write

this newsletter in early September, we are
constantly evaluating our programs for safety within
our community, which determines whether a class
will be in-person or online via Zoom. Take careful
note of the location when you register for a class. If
we have to change an in-person class that you
have registered for to a Zoom class, we will call
you to let you know. Please continue to give us
feedback about how you would like classes to be
offered; this information is valuable to us when we
plan for the future.

Overdrive Update: Overdrive has decided to

eliminate its original app by February. Patrons can
use Overdrive’s NEW Libby app instead.
OLD OVERDRIVE APP:

NEW LIBBY APP:

Your app store will have the new free
Libby app, and it is actually easier to use than the
first-generation app. Your library account & items
should be able to be moved to the newer app
with no problems. Overdrive has helpful
information and FAQs on its website, and we also
offer personalized training at the Rush Library for
anyone who wants help getting started. Please call
me for an appointment.

www.townofrush.com

Closings: We are closed for
Thanksgiving on Thursday and Friday,
November 25th and 26th. We will be open
Saturday, November 27th and backdate the book
drop items to Wednesday. Remember that Rush
Library items are never due on a day that we are
scheduled to be closed. Check your receipt or your
online account for your due dates, which may vary
by library. Looking forward to seeing
you…Kirsten Flass
Upcoming Events for
October and November 2021
Masks are required for in-person
regardless of vaccination status!

Chess

events

Club: Join

Frances
Rapport,
member
of
the
Rochester
Chess
Center on Fridays from 1:15-3:00 PM in the Library
Meeting Room and become part of the active and
growing chess community. Whether you've always
wanted to learn or just want to hone your skills,
this is the group for you. Please register for each
week you plan to attend. October 1st, 8th, 15th,
22nd and 29th; November 5th, 12th and 19th.

Facebook Storytime: Join in the fun every

Tuesday in October & November
at 11:30 AM, live on Facebook.
We will be reading stories about
monsters,
pumpkins,
bears,
leaves, and more, and sometimes
we share special crafts or visitors
like Annie B. Schnauzer! If you miss the live events,
you can watch the recording on our Facebook page
for a month afterwards. No registration required.

Library Game Night: We

are offering a fun communitybuilding event on the first
Tuesday of each month in
the small meeting room at
Wildwood Country Club (please note the new
location) for an evening of great food, drinks, and
board or card games with your friends and
neighbors. We will meet on Tuesdays, October 5th
and November 2nd from 6-9:00 PM and we’ll bring
some popular games; you may also bring your own
favorite game to teach others. If you like, order a
menu item from the main dining room, and enjoy
it in the small meeting room before we play. No
need to register, just drop in! We will be masked for
playing games.
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Knit Chicks: We are reviving our

Zoom for Beginners: Zoom allows

you to enjoy online face-to-face
conversations with your friends and
family for free, as well as attend a
multitude of programs & events from
the comfort of your own home. If you are curious
about Zoom and how to make it work for you, we
offer one-on-one instruction for setting it up and
using it. Contact Adult Program Coordinator, Sue
Writz to make your personal appointment at 5331370. She’ll patiently take you through the process
of opening a Zoom account and using it from either
your home or at the library.

Backgammon Basics: Join us

every Thursday from 2:00-3:00
PM in the Library Meeting
Room. Sue Writz will teach this
strategic game involving a
combination of strategy and luck.
Keep your brain sharp by learning something new!
Register online or by phone for each week you plan
to attend: Thursdays: October 7th, 21st, and 28th’;
November 4th, 11th and 18th. No class Oct 14th.)

Gifts from the Kitchen:

Master
Food
Preserver,
Michele Conners, will be with
us again on Thursday,
October 7th online via Zoom
from 7:00-8:00 PM to show us
wonderful labors of love that everyone will enjoy
receiving. She’ll talk through each one, showing
examples, tips, and packaging ideas (jars and
containers that will enhance your beautiful gifts.)
Questions are encouraged! Register in advance for
the Zoom link the day of the program.

Pumpkin Patch Party: On

Friday, October 8th, stop in at
the Library anytime between
6:00-7:30 PM to have fun at our
pumpkin stations. Paint a
pumpkin’s face using acrylics,
then add crazy hair for a creative flair! Choose a
temporary tattoo, then pick out a Halloween book or
two! Participants will take home a tasty treat. For
ages 8-12. Registration is required. (Please wear
your masks and socially distance while you’re here.)
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fiber arts community group. Join us
with your work-in-progress (knitting,
crocheting, quilting, or any other craft)
and bring your lunch if you wish! This
is a drop-in event, no need to register. We will supply
coffee and snacks. Hope you can join us for some
crafty fun! We meet 3 times a month, masked up
in the Library Meeting Room with coffee & snack:
Second Wednesday at 11:00 AM; Second
Saturday at 10:00 AM; Last Wednesday at 11:00 AM
(October 9th, 13th, and 27th, then November 10th, 13th,
and 24th.)

Teen Pottery and Pizza: This free

event for ages 13-18 will let you
explore and work with polymer clay
and special self-hardening clay. We’ll
start with some pizza to get your
creative juices flowing! Join us on
Wednesday, October 13th from 7:009:00 PM in the William Udicious
Pavilion, with masks and social-distancing. Register
in advance – so we order enough Montesano’s
pizza!

Pumpkin
Crafts
Adults:
Join
us

for

on
Thursday, October 14th at
either 2:00 PM or 7:00 PM to
make a book pumpkin and a
yarn-covered pumpkin. The
simple instructions will have you making more at
home to add to your fall décor! There is a $5.00
materials fee due at the event. Held in the William
Udicious Pavilion so we can socially distance.
Register in advance to select a time.

Plant Swap: If you’re dividing some

perennials and have room for some
new additions, join us for our fall
BOTO, Bring One Take One, plant
swap! Bring one or more potted
perennials with their names and
preferred
growing
conditions
attached. We’ll meet outside by the Library
Gazebo on Saturday, October 16th at 10:00 AM to
enjoy cider, snacks, and swaps. Please register in
advance.
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Braiding Sweetgrass Virtual
Event: Writers & Books is

hosting author Robin Wall
Kimmerer at the Rochester
Central Library to read from and
discuss her book, Braiding
Sweetgrass:
Indigenous
Wisdom,
Scientific
Knowledge, and the Teaching of Plants. Her book
encompasses ecology, botany, indigenous histories
and contemporary experiences, memoir, climate
change, legends and lore, gardening, and so much
more. The in-person event is sold out, but we will
be hosting the event virtually in our meeting
room! Join us Wednesday, October 20th at Noon
to watch the event with us. Coffee and snacks
provided; we’ll have an opportunity for our own
discussion after the livestream. Space is limited, and
masks will be required. Please register in advance.

Macrame
Feathers
Adults: Learn how to

for

make
beautiful boho macrame feathers
of different sizes using various
techniques and materials. There
will be both an afternoon and
evening class in the William
Udicious Town Pavilion on
Wednesday, October 20th at 2:00 PM or 7:00 PM.
Choose the time that works for you! Please register
in advance online or by phone.

Senior Social Hour:

Rush Seniors are invited
to drop in at the library on
the 3rd Thursday
of
each month at 10:00
AM, an hour before we
open to the public, to
enjoy a quiet place to gather. We have a cozy
meeting room as well as a comfy couch and
armchairs by our picture window and fireplace;
watch the birds while you catch up with friends on
Thursday, October 21st and November 18th.
Coffee and donuts will be served. Stay after to learn
about Medicare.

www.townofrush.com

Medicare Made Easy! Meghan

and Rajesh from Medicare
Resource Solutions will be here
on Thursday, October 21st from
11:00 AM-Noon in the Library
meeting room to educate about
Medicare enrollment deadlines,
parts A, B, C, & D, along with pricing and differences
between Original Medicare, Medicare Advantage,
and Supplement Plans. Come with your questions,
they’ll have answers! Please register in advance for
this program.

Monster Bash! It’s A Smash!

Friday, October 22nd live on Zoom
from 6:30-7:30 PM. Listen to
monster stories in your costume or
PJs, dance the Monster Mash, and
meet Erin’s favorite monster
friends, all from the comfort of your
living room. Erin will demonstrate
how to create your own silly or scary monster
drawing, so have paper and pencils ready! When
you register in advance online, we will send you the
Zoom link on the day of the event.

Hard Cider Tasting: There

are so many cideries popping
up in New York now; join us for
an opportunity to sample some
delicious local hard ciders
along with complimentary
donuts and pretzels. This program takes place
Monday, October 25th at 7:00 PM in the William
Udicious Pavilion. The cost is $10 per person, to
be paid that evening. This is for ages 21 and up with
ID. We will be social distancing and masked when
not tasting the goods. Please register in advance
at www.RushLibrary.org.

Teen Hallows Eve! For teens age

13-18 on Wednesday, October
27th from 7:00-9:00 PM in the
William Udicious Pavilion. Join us
around the fireplace for a book talk
of Neil Gaiman’s, The Graveyard
Book, about Nobody “Bod” Owens
who is adopted and raised by
supernatural occupants of a graveyard. Copies of
this scary tale are available for check out now at the
library or bring your own scary book to review. We’ll
also roast marshmallows for smores and decorate
pumpkins for Halloween. Please register in advance
at www.RushLibrary.org. We will be following
guidelines for Covid safety.
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Rush Readers’ Book Club: This

Leaf Art for Kids: Thursday,

month’s selection will be Inheritance:
A Memoir of Genealogy, Paternity,
and Love by Dani Shapiro. This is
Shapiro's tenth book and fifth memoir,
and it reads like a detective story,
albeit an emotional one. It's full of
twists and turns as Shapiro quests to uncover a
family mystery involving her identity. Join us in
person (following Covid precautions) in the Library
Meeting Room on Thursday, October 28th at 7:00
PM or by Zoom Thursday, November 4th at 7:00
PM. Please register in advance.

November 11th from 2:003:00 PM in the William
Udicious Pavilion. Join us on
your day off from school! Come
munch on a cookie and create
leaf art on printing paper using bright colored paints
and a fun tool called a brayer. Wear old clothes (this
will be messy!) and a mask, we will be socialdistancing too. This is for ages 6-12. Space is
limited, please register in advance.

Halloween Eve at the
Library: Creep, slither, or

William Udicious Pavilion on
Wednesday, November 17th from
7:00-9:00 PM. We’ll start with a
popcorn-tasting party and continue with an
opportunity to make a homemade holiday gift for a
favorite teacher, friend, or family member. Bring your
imagination and appetite! We will supply samples of
crafty gifts and the materials to make them. Please
register online or by phone.

stomp your way in costume to
the Library on Saturday,
October 30th from 10:00 AM2:00 PM. Check out Halloween
books and have a treat while they last. We look
forward to seeing your costumes & disguises!

Earring

Extravaganza: Joan
Meyers will be teaching how to
create 3 pair of gemstone or glass
bead earrings to keep for yourself,
or to give as a handmade holiday
gift; you get to choose from her
selection of beautiful beads. This is
the perfect class for beginners ages 16 and up.
Everyone will have their own set of tools to use for
the class, and there is an $8 materials fee payable
that evening. We offer two different class times at
the William Udicious Pavilion: 6:00-7:00 PM or
7:00-8:00 PM on Monday, November 8th. Space is
limited, please register in advance for a seat. We will
follow Town of Rush guidelines for Covid-19.
Book Wreath: Learn how to create

this unique autumn wreath, with
leaves made from discarded book
pages, to adorn your home for
Thanksgiving. There are two classes
to choose from at 2:00 PM or 7:00
PM on Wednesday, November 10th in the William
Udicious Pavilion, choose the time that works for
you. A sample will be on display in the Library.
Space is limited, please register in advance.
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Presents and Popcorn for
Teens: We will meet in the

21st Century Resumes that
Get Read: Entering or re-

entering
the
workforce?
Switching careers or looking for
a promotion? All these situations
require a great resume, but there
have been a lot of changes to
industries in the past five years. Laura and Carrie,
co-founders of Revision Resume, will teach you
what to include and what to omit from your resume,
discuss common misperceptions about the job
application process, and describe an Applicant
Tracking System and why it matters greatly for your
resume. Register in advance for this Zoom program
on Thursday, November 18th from 7:00-8:00 PM.
to receive your Zoom link the day of the program.

Putt Putt and Pizza for Teens:

Come help create a Mini Putt Putt golf
course and enjoy a friendly, competitive
game inside the William Udicious
Pavilion on Monday, November 22nd
from 6:00-9:00 PM. All materials will be
provided for you to build a challenging
hole for our golf course; you’ll play that night, then
we will set this course up in the Library for Family
Golf in the near future (date to be determined.) A
pizza dinner will be provided while you imagine your
design and review the available components. For
ages 13 and up; please register in advance.
October/November 2021

Bear Binge for Little Ones: During

school break, join us on Tuesday,
November 23rd from 2:00-3:00 PM in
the William Udicious Pavilion, and
bring along a bear friend who likes to
listen to stories with you. We will also
decorate a bear puppet and stir up some honey
butter to share. This event is for ages 3-8. Space is
limited. Register in advance and wear a mask.

De-stressing Strategies: Join

us for an evening of relaxation as
we experience and explore a
variety of techniques to decrease
stress, reduce anxiety and boost
your mood. All senses will be
engaged, including your taste buds! Please register
in advance. Program held in the William Udicious
Pavilion, Monday, November 29th at 7:00 PM.

Genealogy Tutor: Our local

genealogy enthusiast, Cathy
Frank, is available for free
individual help if you are stuck in
your search for ancestors. She
will meet you in person at the
Library (masked) or by Zoom. We have a form
available for you to use to book her, and you can
access that form on our website or at the Library.

Teen ‘Zine: We are continuing to

seek submissions for the next
issue of our digital magazine for
teens. We will create another ‘zine
filled with your original artwork,
poetry,
news
articles,
book
recommendations, recipes, photography, short
stories, interviews, and more. Send your work to the
Library Director, Kirsten, at kflass@libraryweb.org.
We will publish when we have at least 10
submissions, so be sure to share this with your
friends.

*At the Rush Library we welcome the opportunity to
make services and programs available to patrons of
all abilities, including those with disabilities. Please
let us know in advance of any special needs you
may have so that we can accommodate you or your
child. Please call us at 585-533-1370 at least two
weeks in advance of the event to discuss
accommodations.
We have been serving our community for more than
100 years. We welcome your feedback and ideas!

www.townofrush.com

Rush Fire District Fire
Department & Rush Ambulance

Robert Faugh, Fire Commissioner
Phone: 533-2058 www.rushfd.org

COMMISSIONERS

ELECTION: Any Rush
resident can run for a Fire Commissioner position.
This is a volunteer position with a five year term. A
petition is required with 25 Rush taxpayers’
signatures. Commissioner Robert Faugh is up for
election this year. The election is held the first
Tuesday in December at the Main Fire Station. For
complete information contact the District Secretary
at kstappenbeck@rushfiredistrict.org or leave a
message at 533-2058.
RUSH FIRE DISTRICT PUBLIC BUDGET
HEARING at Fire Station #1 1971 Rush-Mendon

Road, on Tuesday, October 19th at 7:00 pm. This
hearing and date is set by NYS Law.

ANNUAL BUDGET: The proposed 2022 Fire

District budget tax rate WILL BE LOWERED TO $
.98 per thousand. This is a 19 cent decrease from
last year. We lowered the rate by reducing money
into the capitol reserve accounts and cutting back in
areas where we could, even though our costs keep
going up. Insurance went up quite a bit because of
cancer coverage that is now required. Some worn
out gear needs replacing and is very expensive.
Firefighters clean both stations and continue to mow
the lawns. The Town Highway Dept. allows us to do
some preventive maintenance on the apparatus,
saving hundreds of taxpayer dollars. We also
stayed under the NYS mandated 2%.
WHY THIS LOW RATE? This lower rate is because
of the re-assessment on most homeowners and the
generous contributions made to the Rush Fire
Department Inc. Fund Drive by the residents of
Rush, carnival profit and memorial funds. The
amount per resident donated is not matched
anywhere in western NY. The Rescue truck,
Ambulance, ATV w/trailer and 2 boats with trailer
and equipment was all paid for by FD Fund Drives,
Carnival Profit and other fundraisers. Over the years
the FD has donated over 2 million $$ dollars’ worth
of vehicles and equipment to the Rush Fire District.
PERSONNEL COSTS: Thanks to a 100% volunteer
response force of the Rush Fire Department the
personnel cost to protect you and respond to your
emergencies 24 hours a day, 7 days a week will
remain the same - ZERO! The members and
officers donate THOUSANDS of hours to protect
& serve you.
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MAJOR PURCHASES: We have to replace our

self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) because
we can’t get parts anymore for the ones we have.
Our annual hose test resulted in several of the hose
failing or not allowed to be tested because of its age.

INSURANCE

SERVICE

ORGANIZATION

(ISO): They set the rate you pay for fire insurance.
They conducted an inspection of our operation and
will report the result back soon. We are rated Class
4 right now. The lower the class rate the better. Most
volunteer fire department are class 5 or more. Our
water system make up 50% of the rate. They look at
our mutual assistance program, training, response
times and member turn out.

ACCESS & HOUSE NUMBERS: “HELP us so we

can HELP you.” We are still having serious problems
with gaining access into many properties along with
not being able to find homes in emergencies due to
no visible or legible addresses on the house or
mailboxes. Did YOU know that there are local and
state codes that you have to comply with? Not
complying with these codes could delay the Fire
Dept., Ambulance, and Sheriffs in getting to you and
damage to our expensive equipment. This could
cost you loss of life and property. For more
information please contact The Rush Town Code
Enforcement Officer so you can be compliant.
VOLUNTEER
FIRE
DEPARTMENT
&
AMBULANCE: We have responded to 235 calls as
of September 10th.

TRAINING: Congratulation are in order - Jim

McNeil, Beth Faugh & Dale Sweet have completed
their 180 plus EMT training. Luke Eye received his
Surface Water Rescue 16 hours of State Training.
NEW MEMBER: Steven Yost, East River Road was
voted in as new member at the September meeting.

100th ANNIVERSARY BASH was held August 20

& 21. We had bands each night, a parade with 30
units and three bands, antique fire equipment
display, games of chance, clams, pizza, aux. food
and fireworks. No rides or concessions.

ENGINE 9: Our 1947 Federal/Buffalo is back on the
road. We took her to the Spencerport FD antique
muster in August. The radiator, engine, transmission
and rear end was rebuilt. This was a project that took
over a year to complete. The cost came from Games
of Chance profits from the carnivals.
FUND DRIVE: The second request goes out in
November. About 500 of the 1,300 requests return
10

some donation. A SINCERE THANK YOU TO
THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONDED.

FIRE PREVENTION: Many of the fire publications

have FDs that boast about how many serious calls
they respond to. WE BOAST about how the
residents that we serve are very fire and safety
conscious and DO NOT NEED OUR SERVICES
VERY OFTEN. We thank you for this. Please
continue the great work. We feel our years of fire
prevention and education efforts have paid off.
These prevention efforts do work and help reduce
accidental fires and avoid injuries or death.

CAN YOU BE SEEN? Many of you jog and/or walk

along the road. It has come to our attention that
many of you CANNOT be seen. Some wear dark
clothing or ride some type of motorized chair/device
with NO REFLECTIVE or LIGHT COLORS ON that
could endanger your life. Also carry some type of ID
and emergency notification information with you.
PLEASE wear something reflective – Lime-Yellow
with reflective tape should work.

“IS THERE A FIRE IN YOU?” This statewide

recruitment program has a goal of 15,000 new
firefighters. In just 10 years the number of volunteer
firefighters in NYS has dropped from 120,000 to
80,000. www.RushFD.org website has a link to the
state program information on our home page. There
is a box to click for membership information. An open
house will be held during fire prevention week.

FACEBOOK: “Like us” Rush Volunteer Fire

Department. There are health & safety messages
posted, breaking news on incidents, congratulations
to our members, photos and much more. Check it
out. The website is www.RushFD.org

RUSH LADIES AUXILIARY
We would like to thank everyone who was able to
come out and support the Rush Fire Department’s
100 Year Birthday Bash! We would like to thank
Karen Mueller for her generous donation of 50/50
winnings to the Ladies Auxiliary! We have such an
amazing community!
YOU ASKED FOR IT - A SECOND CHICKEN &
BISCUITS FUNDRAISER
The Ladies Auxiliary is planning a second Chicken
& Biscuits fundraiser Saturday, October 9th, 2021,
2:00 pm - till. Dinners are $10.00 each. This will be
a drive thru unless things change and we can move
inside! Please keep an eye out around town for
updates.
October/November 2021

8TH ANNUAL HALLOWEEN DRIVE THRU
The Auxiliary will host a Halloween Drive Thru,
weather permitting, on Saturday, October 23rd,
from 2:00 pm to 3:00 pm. Rush residents ages 0 to
12 years old are invited to attend. Each child will
receive a treat bag. EVERYONE (including parents).
Please come dressed in costume at the Rush Fire
House. Follow signs to safely enter and exit.
ELECTION DAY HAM DINNER The Auxiliary will
hold their annual Election Day Ham Dinner
on Tuesday, November 2nd. Weather permitting
this is going to be a DRIVE THRU event. We will be
serving from 4:30 PM–7:00 PM. Dinner includes
ham, potatoes, vegetable, coleslaw, rolls and a slice
of pie. The cost is $10.00 each. Proceeds benefit the
scholarship given in memory of Betty Wilkins to a
Rush student(s) entering college Please follow signs
to enter and exit the event safely.
RUSH FIREMAN'S LADIES AUXILIARY BETTY
WILKINS SCHOLARSHIP AWARD 2021-2022
All applications must be received by March 25,
2022. This scholarship will be awarded to up to three
residents of the Town of Rush depending upon the
number of qualified candidates for the 2021-2022
academic year. The amount of this award is $1,000
to up to $3,000 for resident(s) selected. More
information will be in the next newsletter.
Guidelines for Applying for Scholarship
An applicant must:
•

be a resident of the Town of Rush.

•

provide evidence of satisfactory grades by
including an official transcript.

•

have contributed to the community through
religious affiliated activities such as scouting
and volunteer work. Emphasis will be placed on
the amount and diversity of public service.

•

be planning to attend an accredited college or
technical school at which he/she will earn a
degree.

•

The final selection of the recipient(s) will be
made by the Scholarship Selection Committee
after eligibility criteria is confirmed.

Please return completed applications by Friday,
March 25th, 2021, to your counseling center.

WE NEED YOU!
Please contact Joan Madigan at 585-229-4168,
email JHMadigan4@rochester.rr.com or website
www.RushFD.org/Ladiesaux.htm
if you are interested! Thank You!
Our next meeting is
Monday, October 25th at 7pm.

Rush Senior Citizens

Sue Miller. Reporter

Happy fall, y’all!
Summer flew by this year, as it seems it always
does, and now we can enjoy the cooler, crisp days
of autumn with the orange pumpkins, mums and the
red and yellow leaves. All the beautiful fall colors
always make me feel happy. Don’t forget to get
your Flu Shots. They are available in many
locations in the community.
Our trip to Ithaca was wonderful! We had a delicious
lunch and toured the campus at Cornell. Did you
know that the campus takes up 900 acres?! Then we
visited three awesome waterfalls, walked through a
beautiful colorful flower garden, and on the way
home we stopped at Sauders Amish Store for ice
cream. And of course, some shopping. All in all it
was a busy but great day with a few showers
sprinkled in. Many of us participated in “All Around
Rochester” in August. It was another very fun day.
For more information on future trips, please call Bus
America at 585-697-3590.
We had two Seniors celebrate momentous birthdays
recently, Jane Faber turned 98 and Betty Krist
turned 100! WOW and Congratulations "#$
'(
&
%
,+
*
)
2 to
1
0
/
.
both of them! As always, we love to welcome new
members, we meet the second Thursday of each
month at the Rush Firehouse. Lunch at noon
followed by a meeting. Come early and meet us and
have time for visiting. If you have questions or need
more info give me a call, hopefully I can help. 585451-3421.
So enjoy our lovely, beautiful fall days and nights.
Have a ghostly Halloween, a wonderful
Thanksgiving, hopefully with family and friends,
together but at a safe distance. I’ll talk to you again
in November as we prepare for the Christmas
holidays.

Sue

www.townofrush.com
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